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     I would like to start off by wel-

coming Kelly Dziemanko to the 

board as our acting Secretary. 

 After the weather finally 

cleared from that awful spring, I 

have been out golfing quite a bit.  We 

have also had a busy summer with 

the Historic Vehicles and all our vol-

unteers.  We are planning on being at 

the Winona Peach Festival, Binbrook 

Fair and Ancaster Fair so stop by 

and say hello. 

     We had a terrific time at the Re-

tirees Golf Tournament in June and I 

recently attended the Police Associa-

tion Tournament at Glendale G&CC, 

which was also great. 

     Your Board has continued work-

ing to obtain “Charitable Status” and 

it now appears we will have to change 

our Constitution to meet some of the 

Tax Law requirements.  Craig Ellis is 

working on some proposed changes 

that we will bring to the Members for 

a vote. 

     In keeping with that topic, a Retir-

ee wanted to leave a donation in his 

will but wanted a Tax Receipt for the 

Estate.  We tried to get around our 

lack of status by enlisting the help of 

the City of Hamilton but they would 

not help. 

     In a different case one of our 

Members made the Association the 

beneficiary of his $4,000 life Insur-

ance Policy held on all our members.  

He passed away recently and we have 

submitted the claim to the Insurance 

Company. 

    The Police Museum is very busy 

still and we were part of the “Open 

Doors” in May when about 125 pa-

trons came through the doors.  We 

are still moving forward with a new 

Museum Board to run the Museum 

and Tuck Shop.  That Charitable 

Status will be easier to obtain. 

     Please see the article from Kerry 

Eaton.  He and Peter Abi-Rashed are 

working to bring out a large number 

of people for the Garrison Remem-

brance Day Parade in November.  I 

know a lot of members don’t live 

here or feel this is not useful.  This 

event is important for so many rea-

sons and I hope you will join us.  This 

invitation includes Surviving Spouses 

and Civilians.  We will have Berets 

for everyone.  If you can’t march 

from the Armouries just join us at 

the Cenotaph and stand with us for 

the Ceremony .  

     There is a new Chair Lift at the 

Association Hall now, donated by one 

of our Members.  I hope to see lots of 

you at our General Meeting on Sep-

tember 11 or the November meeting 

when there will be Elections. 

 

HPRA 

 

    Presidents Message     Dave Bowen 



 

In Memoriam 
  

Art Faguy  
 

 Paul Strabac 
 

Janet larson  
 

Wilfred North 
 

Peg Peatfield 
 

Milt Zimmerman 
 

Sally OBreza  
 

Jim Galloway 
 

Veronica Merritt 
 

Andy Kirkland 
 

 Pauline Pedersen 
 

Gone from our sight…  
Never from our Memories 
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The Way We Were... 

By Bob Rankin. 

CONSTABLE JAMES BARRON 

(Murdered 1903) 

     We tend to think of life 100 years ago as more idyllic, more gra-

cious than today, and that policemen of that era, big and brawny as 

they were, handled street crime with nothing more than physical 

strength and, from time to time, an accurately wielded truncheon, 

     While that may have been essentially true, Monday the 24th of 

October, 1903, proved to be the exception to the rule. That was when 

Constable James Barron became the first Hamilton officer to be mur-

dered on duty when a routine arrest went horribly wrong. 

    Around 1:O0 a.m.  Constable Barron said goodbye to Constable 

Hawkinsi the desk officer at No.3 Station on King William Street, 

before wandering at regulation pace down Catharine Street North 

towards the Gore (present day Wilson Street). 

      When he reached the intersection of Catharine and the Gore, Wil-

liam Mills came out of his house and whistled to get his attention. 

Constable Barron listened intently as William told him about two 

suspicious men whom his mother had seen go towards the rear of the 

house next door, which was owned by the city solicitor William Mac-

Kelcan. Declining William's offer of assistance, the officer clambered 

over the fence and walked off into the darkness. 

     Once he was at the rear of the house, Constable Barron saw a man 

on a ladder trying to break in through a second-floor window.   What 

he did not see however was the second man concealed in dense 

shrubbery nearby. 

      He challenged the man on the ladder by saying, "What are you 

doing here”.  Immediately, the man in the shrubbery pulled a gun and 

commanded, "Put up your hands or you are a dead man!" 

     Constable Barron may have hesitated or turned towards the voice 

but, for whatever reason, the man fired three times at the officer. Two 

bullets went wide of their mark, but the third struck a buckle on his 

suspenders, which deflected it into his side. 

    Badly wounded, Constable Barron turned and walked away, pass-

ing a horrified Mrs. Mills and her son as he did so. He collapsed be-

fore he had gone more than a block... 

    At the Hamilton Hospital, doctors worked feverishly to save his 

life, but infection, caused as a result of his bowel being punctured, 

caused a serious reversal resulting in his death 24 hours later. 

 

Constable Barron's murder remains unsolved. 
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    Their sacrifices allowed us ALL to have successful 

careers, attain financial security and live the life our  

forefathers and family members best desired – many 

retiree’s parents immigrated to Canada post 1945 and 

began new lives. Their courage is more than notewor-

thy. 

     We, the current Hamilton Police Retirees are THEIR 

legacy. Because of THEIR sacrifices and successes, we 

enjoy living in the best country in the world. Following 

THEIR lead, we too wish the best for our kids, grand-

kids and the future generations of Canadians. We made 

THEIR dreams come true. 

      Remembrance Day provides the perfect opportunity 

for Hamilton Police Retirees to INSPIRE and MOTI-

VATE current serving Hamilton Police Service Mem-

bers and ALL citizens of Hamilton by our huge attend-

ance and messaging. “YOU ARE OUR LEGACY.” 

YOU ARE RELEVANT. WE pass the TORCH to 

YOU.  

     We are aware some retirees are hesitant or feel una-

ble to participate due to mobility limitations. If you are 

unable to march, please consider joining the Hamilton 

Police Retirees Contingent at the Hamilton Gore Park 

Cenotaph and join the ceremonies. We are going to 

check the possibility of securing special seating for our 

contingent. 

     We also recognize our members attend Remem-

brance Day celebrations in other areas, perhaps closer to 

home. We are asking you to consider joining the Hamil-

ton Ceremony. Hamilton Police Service Berets WILL 

BE ISSUED for this event. Please send a confirmation 

email to Kerry Eaton at kerry.eaton@icloud.com and 

declare whether marching, joining us at the cenotaph 

AND/OR require special seating, and if a beret is re-

quired. 

Kerry Eaton/Peter Abi-Rashed 

 
100 Hamilton Police Retirees (Sworn/Civilian) Wanted 

     Hello fellow Hamilton Police Retirees – Sworn 

and Civilian Retirees. It is an honour and privilege 

to write to you today in this edition of Newspeek.  

     Several members, including Peter Abi-Rashed, 

Dave Bowen, Cal Burns and myself have spoken to 

many retiree association members since April of 

this year, seeking support to secure the attendance 

of 100 Hamilton Police/Civilian Retirees to march 

in the November 2019, Remembrance Day Celebra-

tions in the City of Hamilton.  

     Our purpose is to remember and honour the 

members of the Canadian Armed Forces who lost 

their lives during WWI, WWII, Korea, UN Mis-

sions, Afghanistan and the Canadian Police Officers 

Murdered in Line of Duty between 1969 and 2009 

respectively. 

Did you know: 

WWI 59,544 CFE members died 

WWII  44,000 died    54,000 wounded 

Korea   

25,000 Canadian Served  516 killed   

UN Missions 

175,000 Canadian Deployed in 60 years 

1700 killed 

Afghanistan 

158 killed 

1800 wounded + 7 civilians 

Canadian Police Officers Murdered in Line of 

Duty 1961 to 2009 

133  
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 Pension - Benefits Directors Report 

Terry Hill  

     Under Benefits I have received phone calls 

and emails from several members asking ques-

tions particularly about post-65 supplemental 

insurance needs. It appears that members are 

starting to pay attention to the advice that we 

have been posting and circulating. That is good 

news. 

     For the PPAO as a director along with Steve 

Binch and Phil Slack I have attended the PPAO 

SAGM in Oakville organized by Steve Binch. 

Very successful event with many attendees. One 

of the presentations at the meeting was the re-

sults of “Resilience, Trauma and Satisfaction 

with life among Police Retirees in Ontario,” a 

survey conducted by Dr. Patrick Parnaby and 

Dr. Ryan Broll, University of Guelph. 1200 re-

tired members throughout the province volun-

teered to take part in this survey. That was an 

extremely high number given other surveys that 

have been put out there. Of those 1200 partici-

pants over 500 volunteered to participate in one 

on one interviews should there be support from 

the University to follow up on the posted results. 

Unfortunately, that support was not available. I 

hope that you took time to review the report 

which was forwarded to all our HPRA mem-

bers. 

     Pharmacare issues have been high on the list 

of important issues for the PPAO to address. 

The PPAO has hired a consultant, Tony      

Gagliase, who was instrumental in putting for-

ward the Costco Kickbacks. Mr. Gagliase is a 

pharmacist by trade who has been doing a great 

deal of advocacy work when it involves pharma-

ceuticals and their purchase and/or distribution. 

The PPAO feels that Mr. Gagliase can help put 

our concerns for retirees forward to the Provin-

cial and Federal governments. 

     We have had meetings with our counterparts 

in the OMERS Group; police, fire and MROO,      

sharing information and concerns of what we are 

learning about government plans, federal and 

provincial, for changes that affect retirees. The 

concerns are shared and recognized by all three 

organizations. 

     I should advise that the PPAO use of Tony 

Gagliase is being monitored by all three members 

of the OMERS Group and there are discussions 

for sharing the expense of using Mr. Gagliase. 

     The Members Discount Program started with 

the PPAO is moving forward quickly with over 

1200 members having registered to take ad-

vantage of the discounts offered. 

     The 2019 AGM for the PPAO is being co-

hosted by the Toronto Police Pensioners Associa-

tion (TPPA) at the Crowne Plaza Toronto Air-

port, October 16-17 2019. The actual meeting will 

be held on the 17th October. Anyone interested in 

attending need contact President, Dave Bowen, so 

you can be put on the registration list of attendees 

from Hamilton. 

     With OMERS pensions I have not heard any-

thing new to share. The search for a new CEO is 

continuing. 
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                 Vice President’s Report 

        Pieter Ciere 

     Folks: I hope your Summer has been eventful 

and full of joy. Aside from my usual duties with the 

Hamilton Police Museum I attended the Calgary 

Police Museum. Their Museum is a two level build-

ing which cost 5 million dollars. They have twenty 

staff and 30 volunteers. When I entered the building 

I noticed a helicopter hanging from the ceiling and 

several rooms filled with the latest audio and visual 

equipment.  

     I was extremely humbled and envious. Makes 

me wonder if we could ever get a tourist attraction 

of that calibre. They have a bus that goes to schools 

and bring the students to the museum for various 

programs aimed at getting students to understand 

policing and let police learn from them. I will con-

tinue to make our Museum the best it can be. Need-

ed: 3 ring binders for cataloguing. We use a com-

puter, but, worry about a failure.   

Any and all Hamilton Police photos are welcome. 

 

 


