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Annual General 
Meeting and 
Election of  

Officers 
 

Wednesday 

November 15Th, 2017 

1:00 P.M. 

The Association  

Kitchen will be open  
11:30 to 1:00 pm 

Come and enjoy a breakfast or 

lunch with friends 

The Association 
555 Upper Wellington 

Hamilton 

 

NOMINATIONS 
Any member in good 

standing is eligible to 
stand as a director of the 
Association.  

Please come to this an-
nual meeting prepared to 
nominate a brother or 
sister and also seriously 
consider accepting if 
someone should nomi-
nate you. 

 

No Guest Speaker 

This meeting 
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I 
t is hard to believe that it is time to 
prepare another Newspeek article but 
with the changing seasons I suppose 
it is time. 

Since my last Newspeek report I have 
attended the HPS New Hires and Promo-
tions Ceremony, 13 Sept 2017, I attended 
and participated in the Canadian Police and 
Peace Officer Memorial held in Ottawa, 
Sunday, 24 Sept 2017 along with Pieter 
Ciere and Steve Binch. 

On Wednesday, 27 Sept 2017 I attended 
and participated in the Fallen Officer’s Re-
dedication 
Ceremony. 
This was a 
terrifically 
organized 
event. My 
thanks to Dave 
Bowen, Dave 
Cummins, Ex-
ecutive Officer S/Sgt Andrea Torrie, HPS 
Historian Cst. Dave Kerkhof, Chief Girt, 
HPA President Clint Twolan and all those 
that participated in the event. We received a 
lot of accolades from the Fallen Officer’s 
families which made all our efforts so 
worthwhile. 

That same evening of the Fallen Offic-
ers Ceremony was also attended the annual 
HPS Memorial Service for those we lost in 
2016. This was a very well attended cere-
mony and I offer a heart felt thank you to 
the retirees and their spouses that attended. 

Dave Bowen arranged for storage of our 
historic vehicles for the winter which I was 
happy to lend a hand with. Well done Dave. 
Our aging historic vehicles, like us, need 
proper and special care to keep them avail-
able to the public. 

The Tribute Dinner for our surviving 
spouses occurred on Tuesday  October 3rd     
at Michelangelo’s. This is a unique and 
special event that recognizes the surviving 

spouses of our members. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Janet and Bill 
Cook and Dianne Jackson for their efforts 
in organizing the Tribute Dinner and the 
Hamilton Police Association for helping 
fund this event. 

In September the Board of Directors 
supported Entertainment Chair, John Dan-
iels in his request to poll the younger retir-
ees of the HPRA to see what events they 
participate in and anything that they would 
like to see the HPRA do. Many thanks to 
John and his wife Charlotte for the time 
they spent creating, mailing, and analyzing 

the results. 
A summary 
will be in-
cluded in 
this New-
speek. 

Your Board 
of Directors 

have done an exemplary job to make my 
job as President so much easier for which I 
thank them all. This will be my last report 
as your President. I will be stepping down 
at the next AGM. We need to have some 
new blood step forward to run this terrific 
organization. So if you have any interest in 
volunteering for the HPRA Board of Direc-
tors, now is the time to step up. 

Sitting on the Police Pensioners Associ-
ation of Ontario (PPAO) Board provides 
me an opportunity to speak with many oth-
er retiree organizations around the prov-
ince. Hands down our association has one 
of the most organized and socially active 
retiree’s associations in the province. 

 I wish my successor all the best. 

 

 

 

Terry Hill 

Soon to be Past President 

 

HPRA 

 

 Our Presidents Message 

Terry Hill 

LEST WE FORGET 
Don’t forget to purchase and wear a 

poppy this season and attend a memo-
rial service at a cenotaph of your 

choice on  
November 11th or 12th. 
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2. Golf Tournament 

 35% of all respondents (39 of 112) had attended a 
golf tournament.   

 97% respondents rated their experience as very satis-
factory or satisfactory. 

 90% (n=35) said they would attend again, while 10% 
(n=4) were undecided. 

The most common favourable comments were related 
to the new venue (Flamborough Hills) and seeing old 
friends and a well organized event.   There were good 
suggestions for  prizes/giveaways which will be reviewed 
by  the golf committee. 

3. Turkey Roll 

 38% of all respondents (42 of 112) indicated they 
had attended a turkey roll 

 84% of the respondents rated the turkey roll as very 
satisfactory or satisfactory. 

 72% (n=30) said they would attend again, with 14% 
(n=6) undecided and 14 % (n=6) would not attend 
again. 

The most favourable common responses were related 
to seeing old friends, great prizes and food. 

There was frequent mention that the event is getting 
too crowded for the current venue.  This suggestion will 
be considered by the Board for the 2018 Turkey Roll as 
we are committed to the current venue for this year. 

B. Other Events and Activities 

We asked respondents to indicate whether they would 
be likely, unlikely or undecided about attending a num-
ber of new, suggested events. 

Winery Tour and Tasting, Theatre Aquarius, Casino 
Trip, Horse Track Trip , Drayton Theatres, Sanderson 
Theatre,  Live Dance  and a Philharmonic performance 
were the suggested new events. 

(Continued on page 3) 

HPRA 2017 Recent Retirees Survey  
By: John  Daniels 

Background 

Over the last two years, the board of directors of the 
Hamilton Police Retirees Association (HPRA) have noted 
and discussed retiree participation in the events, meetings 
and communications of the Association.  We have noted 
that recent retirees are not well represented at some of our 
events.  In an effort to understand this, we elected to sur-
vey what we termed the ‘recent retirees’ (retired since 
2006) from our police service.  

Method 

We chose to use a mail-out survey with a stamped 
return envelope included.  We felt this would  respect 
confidentiality of members  and  allow anonymous feed-
back in hopes of hearing candid  thoughts and advice.   

Our survey tried to obtain feedback about some cur-
rent activities and explore interest in some new events.   

Results  

We received 112 completed responses to our mailout 
number of 264.  This is a response rate of 42.4 % 

Board members of HPRA were heartened that HPS 
recent retirees made the effort to respond to our ques-
tions. A special board meeting was called for Tuesday 
October 24th 2017 to discuss the results. 

A. Evaluation of Current Events 

1. Spring Luncheon  

 43% of all respondents (48 of 112) had attended a 
spring luncheon 

 81% of those who attended the Spring Luncheon rat-
ed their experience as very satisfactory or satisfacto-
ry. 

 67% (n=32) said they would attend again, while 19% 
(n=9) were undecided and 14% (n=7) would not at-
tend again. 

Survey responders gave us helpful comments to con-
sider for improvement.  The most frequent favourable 
responses were related to seeing and catching up with old 
friends and colleagues at a great venue with good food.  
Less favourable observations cited too many and too long 
of speeches. 

O ver the last two years, the board of directors of the Hamilton Police Retir-
ees Association (HPRA) have noted and discussed retiree participation in 
the events, meetings and communications of the Association.  We have 

noted that recent retirees are not well represented at some of our events.  In an ef-
fort to understand this, we elected to survey what we termed the ‘recent retir-
ees’ (retired since 2006) from our police service.  



 

In Memoriam 
Gary Ashbaugh 

Dennis Carr 

Donald Dixon 

Joan Edmunds (Bud) 

Beatrice Gent (Duncan) 

James Hamilton 

Carol Hanmer (Mike) 

Geraldine Hanmer (Murray) 

Bill Harris 

Marg Joy (Mike) 

Roy Merritt  

Pamela Petz (John) 

Wayne Riddell 

Wayne Slote 

Sylvia Smith (Gary) 

Jean Wilkins (John) 

Gone from our sight…  
Never from our Memories 
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 While there were variations between different suggested 
events, 45% to 76% of respondents said they would be un-
likely to attend a new event 

17% to 26% were unsure and only 14% to 35% indicated 
they would likely attend a new event. 

Respondents were asked to suggest other events for their 
retiree association to organize.  There were some good singu-
lar suggestions but no significant call for a specific new 
event. 

C. General Meetings 

Because we have viewed our General Meetings as im-
portant to report on our activities, our charitable giving, shar-
ing of health and pension information and to gather input 
from the membership, we asked respondents for suggestions 
to increase attendance. We received favourable responses in-
dicating appreciation and thanks to the volunteer board mem-
bers for sharing important information.  There were some do-
able suggestions to the format of the meetings.  We also heard 
that many of our new retirees are still working and are not 
ready for group activities at this time. 

Observations and Recommendations  

This is feedback from newer retirees and not our full 
membership and is our first attempt to formally solicit feed-
back from retirees. 

We have demonstrated our concern for newer HPA retir-
ees by giving them the opportunity to share their feedback 
about current and future retiree events. 43% of this group 
took the opportunity by completing this survey. 

The volunteer board is heartened by retiree feedback that 
was thoughtful, constructive and appreciative of our efforts. 

The ratings and comments regarding our current events 
show largely positive feedback. 

Seeing and connecting with former colleagues is one of 
the issues that individuals enjoy the most at our events. We 
will be sure to continue to maximize this aspect of our events. 

These survey results will provide the board with valuable 
ratings and suggestions to review for next year’s planning.  
We appreciate that we have obtained some very do-able sug-
gestions for our current events. 

As 2018 programming is being planned, the board may 
consider the introduction of a new event despite the fact  that 
data from this survey does not indicate an overwhelming call 
for this. 

We have gained some insight into those who have not at-
tended any of our events. There were comments indicating 
some people were still working and others indicated they 
were not ready for participation in retiree group activities.  
Perhaps retirement years might be unfolding differently today 
than in the past. This suggests we continue to ensure we keep 
the door open and welcome to all retirees if and when they are 
ready to participate. 

John Daniels,  

Special Events/Fundraising Chair   ▲ 



 

 PPAO Directors Report 

Phil Slack 

Benefits 

W 
e met with Sun Life representatives on 

October 25th to discuss rates, benefit 

enhancements, plan growth and a few 

issues raised by members. It was a very productive 

meeting with some good strategies which need fol-

lowing up on. It is important to create growth in our 

plan if we want to enhance our benefits.  

We are getting the odd inquiry about cannabis relat-

ed drug coverage. Currently these drugs are not cov-

ered by insurance. In order to be covered, they must 

have a DIN # (Drug Identification Number) and the 

Government has not yet moved on that requirement. 

Once DIN#’s are approved they will be covered by 

Insurance companies 

I previously reported on Allianz, the new administra-

tor of the Sun Life “Out of Province” medical bene-

fit. They have taken over from Euro Assist who pre-

viously handled this. We want to hear from our 

members on their satisfaction with claims submitted 

for emergency medical treatment while out of prov-

ince, as we want to monitor this service to ensure it 

is as satisfactory as Euro Assist. 

We are also exploring with Sun Life the option of 

offering Life Insurance coverage for PPAO members 

and will report back when we have some more infor-

mation. 

Some of our members may have noticed when call-

ing Sun Life to follow up on claim submissions, 

there have been communication problems. Due to the 

volume of calls Sun Life gets, they have opened up a 

call center in the Philippines. Although in most in-

stances the service is satisfactory, but if you do have 

a problem, the quick solution appears to be to ask for 

a supervisor and it appears you are transferred back 

to Canada. We have spoken to Sun Life and they will 
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follow up while we continue to monitor  for further 

complaints.  

Finally, although it is not confirmed yet, it appears 

once again there may not be a rate increase for 2018. 

Our last increase was 2015. That will be finalized in 

November. 

Don’t forget your flu shots! 

Pensions 

In addition to the current review (MI2) relating to the 

CPI indexing of OMERS pensions, OMERS has an-

nounced they will be commencing a major Compre-

hensive Plan Review over the next two years. The 

purpose of this review is to provide: 

 more options and strategies to mitigate financial 

risk; 

 more thought about what today’s members want 

and need; and 

 more evidence that we really do have a sustaina-

bility issue, given the Plan’s improving financial 

health. 

 

Looking beyond just MI2, the goal is to evaluate the 
OMERS Plan – and to ensure that it remains sustain-
able, meaningful and affordable in today’s complex 
and fast-changing world. 
 
We will keep you updated as this process moves for-
ward. 
 
In another month or so, we will know the amount of 
our CPI indexing raise for 2018. Right now the for-
mula is trending toward a 1.5% increase for 2018. 
 
Police Pensioners Association of Ontario (PPAO) 
 
The PPAO held its Annual General Meeting in New-
market on October 19th. It was well attended with 
good discussions. This was a special meeting as we 

(Continued on page 5) 
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also celebrated the 20th year of the PPAO. In 1997, 
thirty-one Police retirees got together from across 
the province to meet and discuss if there was inter-
est in forming a provincial association that would 
unite in fellowship, and  advocate on behalf of po-
lice retirees. Three of those 
members were from the Hamil-
ton Police Retirees Associa-
tion, Ed Kodis, Winn Webb 
and Lloyd Mirka. 
 
Since that date the PPAO has 
grown across the province and 
has become vocal advocates of 
retirees and seniors’ needs. We 
provide group benefits in 
Health Care, and Home and 
Auto Insurance. Hamilton Po-
lice Retirees remain very active 
with three members on the 
Board of Directors. We look 
forward to the next twenty 
years. 
We’ve been working very hard the past few 
months with a complete overhaul of our website. It 
is kept current, has social media, Twitter and Face-
book and lots of great information and links. Pay 
us a visit at www.ppao.ca. On Facebook, go to The 
Police Pensioners Association of Ontario and 
‘Friend’ us. 
In a addition we now send out Newsflashes on im-

(PPAO  - Continued from page 4) portant issues, as well as a periodic Newsletter.   
 

AVIVA  PPAO Group Home and Auto Insurance 

 
I continue to get positive feedback on the significant 
savings many of our members are receiving by com-
bining their home and auto insurance plans and mov-

ing to our AVIVA group 
Home and Auto Insurance 
rates through the PPAO. 
They have a number of 
discounts available and in 
many cases the savings are 
great, not to mention their 
great claim service. They 
are also offering an addi-
tional discount if you have 
snow tires on all four 
wheels, as well as over 
land water damage 
(flooding) When it comes 
time for you policy renew-
al, call David A. Kurt In-

surance Brokers, Phone: 1
-800-339-9935, or e-mail davidkurt@kurt-ins.com  for 
a free quote. Tell them you are with the Hamilton Po-
lice Retirees and want a quote on the Police Pensioners 
Association group Home & Auto Rate. You have noth-
ing to lose and everything to gain. 

Don’t forget the Retirement Dinner on  

November 10th. Tickets at HPA Office 

                Phil 

Crime and the fear of crime create special prob-
lems for the elderly. Crime prevention is every-
one's responsibility, not just a job for law enforce-
ment. Seniors can learn how to protect themselves 
from crime by following these simple, com-
monsense suggestions. Share these tips with your 
neighbors and friends, to make it tough for crimi-
nals to work in your neighborhood.  

Here are some tips when simply out shopping: 

 Always carry your purse very close to you . . . 
don't dangle it from your arm. Never leave your 
purse in a shopping cart. Never leave your purse 
unattended.  

 Don't carry any more cash than is necessary. Most 
grocery stores now accept Credit and Debit cards. 

 And having used your card, don’t forget to get it 
back.  

 Don't display large sums of cash.  

 Use Cheques where possible.  

 Be aware of some of the most common scams 
out there today. 

For instance recently people have returned to their 
cars, loaded their shopping items into their car. 
They enter their car, start it and just as it is put in 
gear a young man approaches and says “Sir, you’ve 
got a really bad tire on your right rear” or similar 
excuse. You get out of the car to inspect it and 
leave it running. As you go to examine the car the 
culprit jumps in and drives off with your car and all 
your goodies. 

Don’t become a victim! 

Today’s 1997 PPAO Founding Members 

Crime Prevention Tips for Seniors  

http://www.ppao.ca
mailto:davidkurt@kurt-ins.com
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21ST Annual 

Turkey Roll 
 On Thursday November 23 rd @ 7:00 pm  

The Hamilton Police Retirees Association 

  is holding its annual Turkey Roll at: 

The Association  

555 Upper Wellington St. Hamilton  

Your tickets are enclosed with this issue of the New-
speek, which gives you chances to win one of 50 turkeys 
or $25.00 vouchers that can be redeemed at Fortinos. 
Included in the price of your ticket will be a delicious 
hot and cold buffet. Tickets may also be purchased at the 
door. You DO NOT have to be present to win. 
 

  NOTE   
This function is a major source of revenue for all 
the charities we support throughout the year. 
Please support this event with the purchase of your 
tickets even if you’re unable to attend. Remember, 
you DO NOT have to be present to win. You 
know there’s something to consider—if everyone 
purchased their ticket, we’d be over the top.  

 
 

Please make your ticket purchase cheque payable to:  
 

“Hamilton Police Retirees” 
AND MAIL TO: 

The Association 
555 Upper Wellington Street 

Hamilton, ON   L9A 3P8  

 

Brian Allen 

Richard Allen 

Rod Allison 

Bev Bazeley 

David Beech 

Stephen Bull 

Dave Calvert 

Terri-Lynn Collings 

Cindy David  

Sharon Dempster  

Kathleen Durant 

Blake Easto 

Jim Elliot 

Lina Elwood 

Allan Gallant 

Patricia Gallaugher 

2017 

NEW RETIREES 

HONOUR ROLL 

Linda Lee 

Cheryl Lisson 

Winston Mallia 

Dave McCollow 

Paul McGuire 

Brenda Meiler 

Carolyn Miles 

Robert Moeller 

Erin Munro-Csoke 

Randy Reniewick 

Robert Smith 

Mary Stallbohm 

Joseph Stewart 

Gary Thompson 

Sandra Walters 

Kenneth Weatherill 

 


