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NOMINATIONS 
Any member in good 

standing is eligible to 
stand as a director of the 
Association.  

Please come to this an-
nual meeting prepared to 
nominate a brother or 
sister and also seriously 
consider accepting if 
someone should nomi-
nate you. 

 

Guest Speaker 
St. Peter’s Hospital 

Foundation 
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A s I sit here typing this report I 
realize that winter is just around 
the corner and the weather is cer-

tainly telling to this statement. Since my 
last report there have been a few things 
transpire starting with the Hamilton Police 
Service Memoriam Service at the end of 
September. 

Along with Steve and Rose Binch and my 
wife we attended the Memoriam Service at 
Grace Lutheran Church. I assisted Rever-
end Lillian Curtis with the lighting of the 
candles for those that we lost between 2015 
and 2016. The event was very well orga-
nized and attended again this year. I en-
courage all our members to make the time 
for this event. 

I also want to 
thank Chief 
Eric Girt and 
the Hamilton 
Police Service 
Board for or-
ganizing this 
event which I believe is very much a part of 
recognizing a part of the Hamilton Police 
Service family that we have lost in the past 
year. I congratulate our new Executive Of-
ficer to the Chief, S/Sgt. Andrea Torrie, for 
stepping into the shoes of departing Execu-
tive Officer, S/Sgt Maggie Schoen and do-
ing a terrific job at organizing and perform-
ing the duties of the Master of Ceremonies. 
We welcome Andrea to her new position 
and wish Maggie all the best in her future 
endeavours. 

The Tribute Dinner was a terrific success 
although we had a bit of a glitch which re-
sulted in several of our members stepping 
up to help at the last minute. Thanks to Bill 
Cook and Janet’s preparations I was able to 
jump in to take on the task of being master 
of ceremonies with a bit of help from my 
friends. Many thanks to Dianne Jackson, 
Cath Collard, Bill Cook and his wife Janet 
for organizing this event. Also to Craig and 
Patty Ellis, Steve and Rose Binch and of 

course my wife Gail, for jumping on board 
at the last minute to help with this great 
event. We received a lot of accolades for 
everyone’s efforts including Michelan-
gelo’s food and service and the perfor-
mance by the HPS Ladies Choir. It was a 
good afternoon for all. 

We have finally been able to confirm that 
the Tisdale House, home of the HPS Muse-
um, will undergo a transformation like we 
had in the mobile museum. More about this 
as information unfolds but we are excited 
that the Tisdale House will finally have 
many of the features that were found and 
enjoyed in the mobile museum. Unfortu-
nately, we have been informed that there 

are prob-
lems with 
the mobile 
museum 
trailer that 
will result 
in it being 
decommis-
sioned. 

That is a decision of the Hamilton Police 
Service that we had no control over. 

The Association Club has reopened. The 
HPRA Board and Ad-Hoc committee were 
invited to participate in a “Soft Opening” 
of the Club. There were about 16 members 
in attendance where we were introduced to 
the new menu and service that was prom-
ised by Kelly Maitland the new Club Man-
ager. I have been at the Club on several 
occasions since the re-opening and must 
say that the food and accessibility of our 
new manager Kelly is very invigorating. 
Please check out our new club and provide 
any comments that will be forward to Kelly 
and the HPA Board. 

Sept 14, 2016 HPRA General Meeting - 
The meeting was well attended with lively 
discussion throughout the meeting. In par-
ticular, were testimonials regarding the pre-

(Continued on page 3) 

 

HPRA 

 

 A Message from our President 

Terry Hill 

LEST WE FORGET 
Don’t forget to purchase and wear a 
poppy this season and attend a me-
morial service at a cenotaph of your 

choice on  
November 11th or 13th. 
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 A change in emergency travel providers does not im-
pact the pricing of your plan.  

New cards will be available by early November and 
plan members will be able to sign in to mysunlife.ca and 
print off updated travel benefit cards.  

Until then, plan members can continue to use their ex-
isting travel benefit card.  

Following the transition, the phone numbers that you 
see on your travel card or coverage guide will be updat-
ed. However, the telephone numbers you currently use to 
call for travel assistance will remain active after the 
switch over date. 

Yes, your coverage will remain the same; all that will 
change is the provider delivering the emergency travel 
assistance service.  

If your emergency started on or before October 2, 2016, 
Europe Assistance USA (EA) will begin and continue to 
manage your medical emergency until it is completed. 
Allianz will handle any medical emergency calls starting 
October 3, 2016 or after. If you call the travel assistance 
number regarding a medical emergency managed by EA, 
Allianz will transfer your call to EA for continued assis-
tance.  

Your existing travel benefit card will be valid after Oc-
tober 3, 2016. The most important information on your 
card is the telephone numbers and your policy number, 
which will remain the same. Your new travel benefits 
card will list Allianz as the service provider and will have 
their logo on it.  

You have 30 days to submit your claim upon your re-
turn to your home province, using the existing Sun Life 
Extended Health Care claim form. This can be mailed to 
the Sun Life office nearest you.   

Some good news for 2017, there will be no premium 
increases for the PPAO Sun Life Extended Health 
Plans. This will be the second year with no increases! 

Police Pensioners Association of Ontario 

The PPAO Scholarship program is now available. The 
program was approved at the 2016 AGM in Durham. 
Applications will be accepted starting November 1, 2016. 

The program process and application can be obtained 
from www.ppao.ca  or through the Chairperson’s email 
mentioned below. The eligibility includes children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren of active members 
and deceased members.  

The PPAO Board of Directors is asking that a full and 
thorough effort be made by Member Associations and 
Individual members to ensure all their membership re-

(Continued on page 3) 

Benefits & Pensions  
By: Phil Slack 

                                                                        

Benefits 

Attention PPAO members who are enrolled in 
the PPAO Sun Life Medical Plan. 

 Sun Life has notified us of the following two con-
tract updates which will be taking place in the plan. 

 Please keep this notice from Sun Life as a record of 
these changes. Your contract will be updated if applica-
ble. In addition to this e-mail, Sun Life will be including 
a detailed information sheet on these changes in your 
monthly receipt statement.  

 Update #1.  
 This update relates to the spouse’s status in the event of 
the PPAO members death and the process of transferring 
the coverage to the spouse/dependent’s own policy.  

 To learn what coverage options are available to an in-
sured spouse/dependent upon an insured member’s death, 
please contact Sun Life Assurance Company at 1-800-
669-7921 WITHIN 30 days from the date of the death of 
the policyholder. 

 Members who have selected the Enhanced Coverage 
Plan may reduce their coverage to the Standard Plan 
should they wish, without having to answer questions to 
prove they are in a state of good health. 

 Update #2 

 For those members enrolled in the Enhanced Plan, 
which includes the Out of Province Emergency Medical 
Insurance, please be advised that there will be a change in 
the Travel Assistance Services as follows: 

 Starting on October 3, 2016, our provider of emergency 
out-of-country and out-of-province travel assistance ser-
vices will be AZGA Service Canada Inc. (Allianz Global 
Assistance), replacing our current provider, Europe As-
sistance USA, Inc. If you have Extended Health Care 
without travel assistance services, your out-of-country 
and out-of-province emergency claims will also be man-
aged by Allianz Global Assistance.  

Our goal is that this transition will be a seamless experi-
ence for you and your plan members. All of the services 
that your plan members currently receive will remain the 
same. We will be adding Canadian contact numbers to 
the new cards for plan members to call for emergency 
assistance, but all of the current telephone numbers will 
still remain active.  

 We will be updating our applicable marketing material 
and the travel cards with the name and logo of Allianz 
Global Assistance. The new cards will be available on 
mysunlife.ca and my Sun Life Mobile app once the tran-
sition has taken place.  

http://mysunlife.ca
http://www.ppao.ca
http://mysunlife.ca


 

In Memoriam 
Gord Ackerman 
Ron Collinwood 
Pat McMurrich 

Cst. David Stewart (Serving) 
 

Gone from our sight…  
Never from our Memories 

November 2016                                                                                                          HPRA Newspeek 

ceives this message.  

  The onus of distribution has been placed on the Mem-
ber Associations as the PPAO does not keep full member 
lists. Emails and other methods such as mail outs, news-
letters, word of mouth or phone campaigns are suggested 
so that families of deceased members are made aware. 
The program’s success depends on quality communica-
tions. Please help wherever you can! Do it for your kids. 

 Applications are to be mailed. or emailed to the Chair-
person Colin Vrooman, 4355 Dublin Cres. Bur lington, 
ON L7L 2S4 or ppao@ppao.ca.  The 3 member Selection 
Panel will receive copies of all applications. 

 The Board sincerely wishes all applicants the very best 
in this competition.  ■ 

(Continued from page 2) 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Remembrance Parade 
Sunday November 13

th
 2016 

Parade forming at Central Station @ 9:10 a.m. 

Or be at the Armouries by 10:50 a.m. 

 

Annual General Meeting 
and 

Election of Directors  
Wednesday November 16

th
 — 1:00 p.m. 

@ The Association 

  

HPA Retirement Dinner 2016 
Friday November 18th  Bar: 6:00 Dinner: 7:00pm  

Michelangelo's Banquet Centre 
 

1555 Upper Ottawa St 
All Tickets $40.00  

Available at the Association Office 

mium savings and quality of service provided by D.A. 
Kurt Insurance through our PPAO partnership. This was 
welcome news. Since the General Meeting I have been 
approached by two members praising the premium sav-
ings. One member saved a substantial amount of money 
by going through D. A. Kurt and the PPAO affiliation than 
with Aviva alone. I encourage all members with home and 
auto insurance to ask for a quote from D. A. Kurt Insur-
ance. You can call them toll free at: 1-800-339-9935. 

The PPAO held their AGM on October 13, 2016 hosted 
by the Durham Police Retirees Association which was 
well attended and had some interesting dialogue regarding 
the direction of the PPAO and our stance on several issues 
regarding the current Liberal governance in Ontario. 
Some were concerned the PPAO board were more inter-
ested in bashing the Liberal Government than issues relat-
ing to the improvement of seniors. Like it or not it would 
not matter which political party was holding the majority 
rule the current decisions being made that affect not only 
the seniors but everyone in this province would be chal-
lenged. The big question is how do we make our voice 
heard on behalf of our members. Several suggestions were 
made which the PPAO board will take under considera-
tion. 

Our friends from the IPA are working diligently to offer 
their members social events to get more involvement. If 
you are a member, please take the time to read the 
minutes and e-mail blasts that the IPA are distributing. 
There is some good stuff being offered requiring member 
participation. 

Lastly you will find your 2017 membership invoice  and 
a ticket for the Turkey Roll included with this Newspeek 
edition. When you submit your membership dues, please 

Presidents Message… continued from page 1.  

include the Turkey Roll tickets so we can include you in 
our draws at the Turkey Roll.  

With your contribution to the Turkey Roll you have an 
opportunity to receive a Turkey or gift voucher for 
Fortino’s valued at $25.00. This is one of our major fund-
raising events to support the charities that approach us for 
help.. 

For those of you about to depart as snowbirders please 
have a safe journey, Merry Christmas and have a wonder-
ful New Year. ■ 

 

mailto:ppao@ppao.ca
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20th Annual 

Turkey Roll 
 On Thursday November 24th @ 7:00 pm  

The Hamilton Police Retirees Association 

  is holding its annual Turkey Roll at: 

The Association  

555 Upper Wellington St. Hamilton  

Your tickets are enclosed with this issue of the Newspeek, 
which gives you chances to win one or more of 50 turkeys 
or $25.00 vouchers that can be redeemed at Fortinos. In-
cluded in the price of your ticket will be a delicious hot 
and cold buffet. Tickets may also be purchased at the 
door. You DO NOT have to be present to win. 
 

  NOTE   
This function is a major source of revenue for all the 
charities we support throughout the year. Please 
support this event with the purchase of your tickets 
even if you’re unable to attend. Remember, you DO 
NOT have to be present to win. You know there’s 
something to consider—if everyone purchased their 
ticket, we’d be over the top.  

 
 

Please make your ticket purchase cheque payable to:  
 

“Hamilton Police Retirees” 
AND MAIL TO: 

The Association 
555 Upper Wellington Street 

Hamilton, ON   L9A 3P8  

 

Terry Allen  

William Anderson 

Sandi Cook 

Glenn DeCaire 

Kelly-Lynn Dziemianko 

Richard Floriani 

Debbie Gifford 

Gary Goguen 

John Heide 

Rob Hersics 

Herb Hildebrandt 

Anthony Incretolli 

Rob Jamison 

Shirley Kazlauskas 

Brian Lahie 

David MacLean 

2016 

NEW RETIREES 

HONOUR ROLL 

Duncan McCulloch 

Janice Murphy 

Carol Pacey 

Wendy Passmore 

Steve Petersen 

George Preocanin 

John Rayner 

David Rees 

Mike Shea 

Darlene Shepherd 

Mark Spurr 

Paul Strabac 

Michael Webber 

Norman Wills 

Douglas Worthey 


