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 Presidents Message                    Peter Ciere Annual General 
Meeting and 
Election of  

Officers 
 

Wednesday 

November 18th, 2015 

1:00 P.M. 

Lunch @ Noon! 
Breakfast is served until 1:00pm 

The Association 
555 Upper Wellington 

Hamilton 

 

NOMINATIONS 
This is your Associa-

tion.  

Any member in good 
standing is eligible to 
stand as a director of 
the Association.  

Please come to this 
annual meeting pre-
pared to nominate a 
brother or sister and 
also seriously consid-
er accepting if some-
one should nominate 
you. 

You HAVE some-
thing to contribute! 
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G ood Day Folks. First I want to 

thank Sergeant Mike Page, once 

again, for coming to our General 

Meeting in September and sharing with 

us some of the targeted scams towards 

the senior population. He spoke about 

internet scams such as the “Grandson 

Scam”. This scam involves a person 

calling and identifying that he or she is 

your grandchild and has 

been arrested and needs 

bail money.  

They say things like, “I 

don't want to call mom or 

dad because they’ll be 

mad at me.” The caller 

then has another person 

come online who identi-

fies themselves as a law-

yer and seems to validate 

the situation your grand-

child is in.  

Don't be fooled. If you should get a 

call like this, ask where the person is in 

custody and call the appropriate police 

service to see if this is legitimate. That 

was just one of many scams that Sgt. 

Page brought to our attention. 

We usually set aside 20-30 minutes 

for a speaker to present to our group 

however, Sgt. Page was still holding 

everyone’s interest after an hour. We 

plan to have him return next spring to 

present more information not discussed 

at this presentation. 

I sent a note off to Chief De Caire 

advising him that Sgt. Page’s presenta-

tion was so informative and interesting 

the membership was still wanting more 

when he finished his session. The Chief 

responded by sending Sgt. Page a writ-

ten commendation for his dedication, 

continued efforts and professionalism 

in his work to our Senior members. 

This is just an example of 

what we like to do at our 

general meetings. We 

want to continue to in-

form and protect our As-

sociation members. If an-

yone has a suggestion 

about who or what group 

would benefit our Associ-

ation please email me and 

I will discuss it with our 

Board. I recall being told 

many years ago, while still in uniform, 

“knowledge is power”. That still rings 

true today. 

Please don't forget our Turkey Roll 

on November 26th. This is our  major  

fund raiser of the year.  

Our Annual General Meeting is 

Wednesday the 18th of November, 

when we will elect our Board of Direc-

tors for 2016. Come and have a lunch 
and support the Association before the 
meeting, and we’ll see you at the meet-

ing. 

 

 

HPRA 

 

Please don't 

forget our 

Turkey Roll 

on Novem-

ber 26th.  
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in a country that has a travel advisory about travelling to 
that country, your travel insurance may not apply. 

Once your insurance is resolved, the remainder of the 
planning can focus on your trip, accommodations, routes 
and direction, itinerary, money and more money.  Make 
sure you have left personal contact information and an 
itinerary (if travelling continuously) with your family, or 
friends. 

If travelling during the “heating season” you must 
either shut off your water supply and drain the water 
lines, or have someone care for your house in your ab-
sence with regular checks consistent with the terms of 
your house insurance policy. Your heat can be lowered, 
but should never be lowered below 55. Have someone 
check your property and keep your sidewalks clear of 
snow and “flyers” on your porch. 

These tips are certainly not all inclusive, but cover 
some of the issues with serious consequences. 

Don’t forget your passports and Enjoy your trip! 

Pensions 

Next month we will be learning what our pension 
indexing increase (cost of living raise) will be for 2016. 
With inflation continuing at a low rate these past few 
years, our raises have been small. Last year our annual 
raise was up a little at 1.8% as inflation started to climb 
especially with gas prices and energy. With Stats Canada 
reporting slightly lower inflation numbers this year we 
should see the indexing fall a little to perhaps around 
1.3%. This raise will apply to both the OMERS and the 
HWRP Pension funds and will be effective January 1, 
2016 

 

Aviva Home and Auto Car Insurance 

I continue to get positive feedback on the significant 
savings many of our members are receiving by combin-
ing their home and auto insurance plans with our AVIVA 
group Home and Auto Insurance rates through the 
PPAO. They have a number of discounts available and in 
many cases the savings are great, not to mention their 
great claim service. They are also offering an additional 
discount if you have snow tires on all four wheels. When 
it comes time for you policy renewal, call David A. Kurt 
Insurance Brokers, Phone: 1-800-339-9935, or e-mail 
davidkurt@kurt-ins.com  for a free quote. Tell them you 
are with the Hamilton Police Retirees and want a quote 
on the Police Pensioners Association group Home & Au-
to Rate. You have nothing to lose and everything to gain. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Past President’s Report                   
Phil Slack 

N ow that fall has arrived many of our 
members are preparing to head south and 
avoid our Canadian winters. We are all 

pretty good at getting our U.S. Dollars, packing necessi-
ties like golf clubs and making sure other essentials are 
packed away. But are we perhaps overlooking things that 
could be life changers? 

One of the most important issues to ensure that you 
have in place, is accurate and sufficient out of province 
medical coverage. Once you leave Ontario, your govern-
ment medical coverage is greatly reduced and when out 
of Canada is almost non-existent. Without medical cover-
age, your entire life savings and assets could be wiped out 
in one medical emergency, or serious accident. So it is 
imperative you determine your needs, and research the 
various insurance options open to you. First determine the 
number of days of insurance that will be required and the 
total liability coverage available. You should be looking 
for between One and Five Million Dollars. 

Unless this insurance is included in a group plan you 
are covered by (such as our PPAO Sun Life Enhanced 
Medical Plan, or MROO Health and Travel Plan), you 
will probably need to complete a medical questionnaire 
which will determine your eligibility and the rate of pre-
mium. Probably the most important part of this process is 
the absolute accuracy of completing this questionnaire. 
An inaccurate statement on this questionnaire may default 
your insurance claim. Many people have tried to save a 
few dollars by fudging or disregarding pertinent ques-
tions, only to find out they have no insurance when an 
emergency happens. If you are not sure of how to answer 
a question, consult with your doctor or the insurance bro-
ker themselves.  If you are going to have a problem with 
your insurance, it usually relates to a pre-existing condi-
tion you have. Make sure your insurance covers pre-
existing conditions and, more importantly, you must be 
aware of the stability clause related to those pre-existing 
conditions. 

If you have any questions on Emergency Medical 
Travel Insurance contact a member of your Retirees As-
sociation, or better yet contact our Sun Life Consultant, 
Mike Kelly: 1-866-282-3924 ext. 2213 or an Insurance 
broker of your choice. 

Make sure you take an adequate supply of all prescrip-
tion drugs, as well as a profile of your medical history in 
the event of an emergency. 

Another factor that many of us forget, or disregard, is 
to make sure there has not been a Travel Advisory issued 
for the country you will be visiting. You can obtain this 
information on-line from the Government of Canada 
website. If you are injured, or have a medical emergency 

mailto:davidkurt@kurt-ins.com


 

In Memoriam 
Tom Arthur 

Josie Cailhier (Marcel) 

Kathie Collingwood (Ron) 

Ken Lightheart 

Iris Mathieson (Frank) 

Barbara Millar (Colin) 

Edward Palmer 

Donald Salisbury 

 
Gone from our sight…  

Never from our Memories 
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Turkey Roll 

It’s that time of the year again, our Annual Turkey 
Roll on Thursday November 26th at the Association Club. 
This is our major charity fundraiser for the year.  All pro-
ceeds go to various local charities. Included in this year’s 
Newspeek is one Ticket. Additional tickets will be availa-
ble at the door and from members of the Retirees Associa-
tion Board of Directors. There will be 50 opportunities to 
win Turkeys and YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE PRE-
SENT TO WIN! If you’re a winner we will get your 
prize to you. We thank the many members every year who 
can’t attend, but buy their ticket anyway and we hope you 
will  consider that. All you have to do is include your tick-
et stub and payment along with the submission of your 
dues for 2016. Your invoice for your dues has been in-
cluded in this mailing. However, the best option is to 
come to the event, buy another ticket at the door for your 
spouse or friends. Enjoy the fellowship, exciting draws 
and of course the great buffet we serve at 9:00 p.m.  All 
this for $10.00. 

Hope to see you all there and thanks for your support!                                                             
                                                                       Phil 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Remembrance Parade 
Sunday November 8

th
 2015 

Parade forming at Central Station @ 9:15 a.m. 

Or be at the Armouries by 9:50 

 

Annual General Meeting 
and 

Election of Directors  
Wednesday November 18

th
 — 1:00 p.m. 

@ The Association 

  

HPA Retirement Dinner 2015 
Friday November 13th  

Michelangelo's Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa St 

All Tickets $40.00  

Available at the Association Office 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

By: Bob Slack 

Membership renewal is fast approaching, and 
you will find a Membership Renewal Invoice 
included with this issue of the NewsPeek.  Some 
of you have paid for a year in advance, but will 
find an invoice anyway.  Please check your 2015 
membership card and see if it includes 2016 pen-
ciled in.  If so please disregard the invoice no-
tice.  Thank you again for your membership re-
newal. 

On another topic, we communicate with 
many of you via e-mail, on matters of mutual in-
terest and importance.  We currently have sever-
al e-mail messages bounced back due to bad e-
mail addresses.  If you have recently changed 
internet service providers—the Shaw/Rogers 
conversion is a good example—please send us 
your new e-mail address so that we can continue 
to provide you with important information. 
hp.retirees@gmail.com 

I would also like to extend a hearty welcome 
to the 32 retirees who have joined us so far this 
year or will before the year is over.  Currently 
we have 786 retiree members. 

mailto:hp.retirees@gmail.com
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19th Annual 

Turkey Roll 
 On Thursday November 26th @ 7:30 pm  

The Hamilton Police Retirees Association 

  is holding its annual Turkey Roll at: 

The Association  

555 Upper Wellington St. Hamilton  

Your tickets are enclosed with this issue of the Newspeek, 
which gives you chances to win one or more of 50 turkeys 
or $25.00 vouchers that can be redeemed at Fortinos. In-
cluded in the price of your ticket will be a delicious hot 
and cold buffet. Tickets may also be purchased at the 
door. You DO NOT have to be present to win. 
 

  NOTE   
This function is our main source of revenue for all 
the charities we support throughout the year. Please 
support this event with the purchase of your tickets 
even if you’re unable to attend. Remember, you DO 
NOT have to be present to win. You know there’s 
something to consider—if everyone purchased their 
ticket, we’d be over the top.  

 
 

Please make your ticket purchase cheque payable to:  
 

“Hamilton Police Retirees” 
AND MAIL TO: 

The Association 
555 Upper Wellington Street 

Hamilton, ON   L9A 3P8  

 

Ingrid Boiago 

Lisa Bontje 

Patricia Cole-Stever 

Scott Collings 

Mark Cox 

Paul Downey 

Tony Furness 

Dan Galbraith 

Mike Havran 

William Hunt 

Glenn Jarvie 

Herb Kane 

Jack Langhorn 

Rita Lee-Irvine 

Glen Marshall 

Sharon Mattiuz 

2015 

NEW RETIREES 

HONOUR ROLL 

Carole McCartney 

Shari Moore 

Chris Morine 

Duncan Morrison 

Karin Nelson 

Rick Pawelczyk 

David Presnail 

Ray Rickic 

Brad Robinson 

John Ross 

Gerard Shulist 

Mary Sullivan 

Mark Taylor 

Catherine Wallace 

Ross Wessenger 

Mark Zivolak 


