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Well here we are in January and clearly 

we are going to have a very peculiar 

winter.  Hopefully not too much snow 

in February. 

Here is my report to the Chief and Po-

lice Services Board about activities in 

2018.  I invite all of you to offer some 

volunteer services at your own leisure. 

There are over 850  retired members of 

the Hamilton Police Service of which 

600 are members in good standing and 

including surviving spouses in the 

Hamilton Police Retirees Association as 

of this date. 

 Our members organized some very sig-

nificant events during the past year;  

The annual Spring Luncheon held at 

Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre in 

April.  This annual event is co-

sponsored by the Hamilton Police Ser-

vice Board through the Chief's Office, 

the Hamilton Police Association and the 

Hamilton Police Retirees Association. 

In 2018 we had 229 retirees and surviv-

ing spouses in attendance. This event 

continues to be a well-attended social 

gathering for our members.  

The Hamilton Police Museum contin-

ues to operate in Ancaster where we are 

open from 2:00pm to 4:00pm every Fri-

day.  We continue to scan photos and 

documents at the museum.  We also 

gather many artifacts for the museum 

whenever they are offered to us.  

The Studebaker, the Bomb Truck and 

the Horse-Drawn Wagon were involved 

in several community events in 2018.  

The Horse Wagon went to the Cactus 

Festival Parade with the help of some 

volunteer horse owners.  The Stu-

debaker and Bomb Truck were part of 

the “Police in the Park”, the “Cops & 

Rodders” Show, Santa Parade and sev-

eral other events, including the 

Binbrook Fair.  All of this involved 

about 300 volunteer hours.  They are all 

in storage now.  During the past year it 

became obvious that the body of the 

Studebaker was beginning to rust.  The 

Hamilton Roadrunners Hot Rod Club 

took the car under their wing and pro-

vided about 200 hours of volunteer 

work to restore the body to its original 

condition.  The Hot Rod Club includes 

Sgt. Al Schultz and our Retiree, Keith 

Holloway. 

Our Turkey Roll was held at the Limer-

idge Legion this year and went very 

well.  There was a good turnout with 

the new facility and elevators, which 

have become important to us. 

Our Annual Golf Tournament was held 

at the Flamborough G&CC this year 

and also very well attended. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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In Memoriam 
 

Myra Accaroli  
Shirley Atkinson  
Theresa Buckle  

Sharon Mochner Caton  
Joan Chrysler  
James Coupe 

Roberta Cousins  
Rev Lillian Curtis 

Mary Dawson  
Joseph Fleischmann 

Ken Greville  
Don Hewitt  
Mary Hobbs 

Elizabeth Jones 
Garry King  

Doug Langdon  
Shirley Lawrence 
Barbara Marrato  
Stella Pawelczyk  

Elaine Reid 
Thelma Skalinsky 

Olga Smith  
Milton Strong  

Marilyn Wallace  
 
 

Gone from our sight…  
Never from our Memories 
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 Annually we organize the Tribute Dinner in October 

where we gather the surviving spouses of members 

we have lost. We appreciate the continued support 

that the Hamilton Police Services Board, the Hamil-

ton Police Service and the Hamilton Police Associa-

tion provide to make this a very rewarding event for 

the surviving spouses. 

The Retirees also participated at the Toronto Police 

Memorial, the Ottawa Police Memorial and the Vet-

eran’s Garrison parade held in Hamilton in Novem-

ber. About 30 Retirees attended and participated with 

the Hamilton Police Service contingent at the No-

vember parade. 

The Tuck Shop at Central Station required about 300 

volunteer hours. It is located on the 2nd floor of Cen-

tral Station Police Station is open Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons from 2:00pm to 4:00pm.  

One of our Retirees, Michel Fauvelle is working very 

hard on the gardens in front of Central Station.  He 

puts in about 50 hours as a volunteer there. 

We thank the Police Service for the continued care 

and attention given to our members and their family 

members who have passed away. Retiree member 

families are very grateful for the various uniform 

personnel made available at Funeral Homes and Fu-

neral ceremonies.  

Hamilton Out of the Cold, a non-profit organization 

offers supper to the homeless and poor at 10 different 

Churches during the winter.   They do that with 450 

volunteers and around 15 Police Retirees who pro-

vide Reception and Security for all those dinners.  

Every winter we serve in excess of 18,000 nutritious 

meals. 

The Remembrance Candlelight Service held for fam-

ilies of those departed the year before is a very mov-

ing, emotional and respectful ceremony. Hopefully 

the Candlelight service will extend into the future. 

The Police Retirees have completed around 2,200 

hours of volunteer during the past year. We will con-
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torch to someone else after a distinguished ten-
ure as its editor for 14 years.   
 
 I call the Newspeek a publication not a 
newsletter and that is because of Bernie’s tire-
less work in developing and publishing it.  I re-
member Bernie telling me this is your publica-
tion please don’t forget that.  You want some-
thing put in please send it to me.   
  
Thank you Bernie for your service to us!   

Thank you Bernie ! 

 

 
 

 2019 marks the end of an era for the 
Newspeek.  If you weren’t aware the New-
speek has been in publication since 1982.  
In its original form it was a simple printed 
newsletter going out to the Hamilton Went-
worth Police Pensioner’s Association, usu-
ally one sheet, double sided printing.  We 
have copies of every Newspeek published 
and soon they will be available at the muse-
um if you want to “travel back”.   It was 
started, I imagine, as an information source 
for us and more importantly to keeps us 
connected to our police family and it con-
tinues in that tradition to this day. 
 
   In 2004 a retiree heard some rumblings 
about the newsletter being “boring”.  He 
took it upon himself to do some research 
and came up with a new and fresh design.  
He presented it to the board and his tem-
plate was enthusiastically endorsed. April of 
2004 was the first publication of the new 
Newspeek, a format that continues to this 
day. 
 
 That person is none other than our 
own Bernie Evans !  He went on to educate 
himself in printing/publication standards  
accepted world wide and evolve the New-
speek with the times to match industry 
standards.  Bernie has decided to pass the 



 

                 

 Congratulations to the 52 new retirees 

who were honoured at the 2018 Retirement 

dinner.  We welcome them to our organiza-

tion.  In addition to those new members, 

we've learned of 10 more members of the ser-

vice who submitted their retirement intention 

after the dinner.  We welcome Dave Place, 

Debra Poff, Brian Harbison, Kelly 

Thompson, and Gregory Iovacchini who 

retired on December 31.  The other 5 are re-

tiring early in 2019. 

 

This brings our total number of retirees to 

858.  If remitting your 2019 dues has slipped 

your mind, please make an effort to submit 

them.  It's $15 for actual retirees and $5 for 

the surviving spouses of deceased mem-

bers.  We now offer payment by e-transfer 

to HPRA.treasurer@gmail.com. 

 

 

From the Editor—I asked the Executive to 

describe their function on your board. 

This  month I put in Bob’s function for 

your knowledge. 

 

I maintain a database using FileMaker Pro 

which captures member and spouse address, 

phone #, e-mail address, dates of birth, date 

of retirement, membership status, Newspeek 

subscription(Yes or No, depending on mem-

bership status). 

I  provide the labels for Newspeek mailing

(from the FileMaker Pro database) 
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I mail out membership cards when annual 

dues are received. 

I send welcome letters to new retirees. 

As part of the Communications Committee, I 

send out obituaries when a member or spouse 

passes. 

I chair the Membership Criteria Review 

Committee. 

  

 
 

IMPORTANT EXTRAS FROM THE  

PRESIDENT! 

 

TOP COP AWARD NOMINATIONS!! 

Every year at the Spring Luncheon our Board 

awards the “Top Cop” Trophy to some de-

serving Police Retiree.    I believe Diane 

Jackson and her Committee are now looking 

for Nominations.    Please send your recom-

mendations to her at  

hundog@sourcecable.net  

 

SPRING LUNCHEON PRICE 

CHANGE!! 

Our Luncheon has always been a great deal 

at $10.  In fact we believe that is the price 

when it began over at Hillcrest Restaurant on 

Concession Street.  Prices have changed a lot 

in the past 25 years and we have finally 

reached a point where we need to increase 

the cost.  The full notice can be found else-

where in this Newspeek but the price is now 

$15.  Sorry. 

    

 Membership Directors Report 

Bob Slack 
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 " Project Concerns Kid's Christmas Cele-

brates 30 Years" 

 On December 10th Project Concern and Car-

mens Banquet Centre held its annual Christmas Party 
for underprivileged children. This marked the 30th An-
niversary of the “It’s A Kid’s Christmas At Carmens” 
event that Hamilton Police Project Concern started 

with Peter Mercanti of Carmens Banquet Centre. 

In 1976 the Hamilton Police Service started an in-
house police charity fund known as “Project Concern. 
Officers John Carrick and John Kenyon started the in-

house charity fund through police employee donations 
to make Christmas Baskets for the underprivileged. 
The large baskets contained food, treats and toys. 

In 1988 John Daniels chaired Project Concern. He 

learned that existing organizations that provided 
Christmas celebrations for needy families such as The 
Good Shepherd and Salvation Army were not able to 

keep up with the demand.  John approached Peter Mer-
canti of Carmen’s with the idea to host a large Christ-
mas event for underprivileged children. 

Peter agreed to partner with the Police Service and that 

the Police would work with the various social service 
agencies to identify needy families and also be respon-
sible for transportation to Carmens as well as to fund-

raise sufficiently to buy good Christmas presents for 
each child. When John asked Peter what he would 
charge Project Concern to provide Carmens venue, all 

of the food and all of his staff, he smiled and said 
“Absolutely Nothing”.   From that day on, Carmens 
has provided all the food, beverages, desserts and 

kitchen staff and servers. 

That first year nearly 800 children and their parents 
attended “It’s A Kid’s Christmas At Carmens” and had 
great food, lots of candy, enjoyed magicians, clowns, 
dancers and fine Christmas presents – each given to 

them personally from Santa Claus who has attended 
each year for 30 years. Since 1988 over 15,000 chil-
dren have enjoyed this very special day.  Congratula-

tions to the Mercanti Family, Hamilton Police Service, 
Project Concern and all HPS members current and re-
tired who have provided funds to Project Concern 

through their payroll deductions and who continue to 
volunteer at this wonderful annual event.   

 

2018 Turkey Roll Winners 

Carl Virag   Dianne Jackson 

Jackie Petersen   Gerry Evans 

Ron Borer    Marie Wills  

Steve Slack    Jan Griese  

Maggie Pepe-Hutton  Ken Engelbrecht 

Louanne Shakeshaft  John Thomson  

Jean Hickman   Jim Friend 

Ed Hall     Jim Lawton 

Mark Spurr   Ken Wilson 

Patrick Henderson    Craig Ellis  

R. Boucher   Jayne Lawson  

Jackie Flynn   Lynn Deakin  

Danny Dube   Sandy Pollock 

Elizabeth Fry   Tami Murzin  

Bob Hill   Larry Sheppard 

Lisa Osika   Keith Howard  

John Lewington   Barb Tuin  

Stacy Havran   Doug Worthey 

Fran Gelling   Joy Clarke 

Don Dawson   Linda Jones 

Angela Hall   Kathleen Durant 

Lil Mann   Kevin Keyte  

Tracy Taylor   Kathleen Durant 

Millar Alexander  Ken Blundell 

Mac Heddle   Lisa Osike 



 

Insurance 

Last month, December we shared an article from the news media about a couple that suffered a $14,000 bill for out of 

province medical treatment. It would appear that the couple did not have supplemental medical coverage resulting in 

their being responsible for the costs not covered by OHIP. 

Some had asked if the Sunlife plan obtained through the PPAO would have covered those expenses. I sent a note off to 

our liaison to Sunlife, Mike Kelly, along with the article asking if our members would have been covered in a similar 

situation. The response below explains what coverage is available with the PPAO Sunlife plan; 

Standard plan: 

Ambulance  
• Licensed ground ambulance or other emergency ground service when used to transport the insured person:  
 
• from the place where the injury or sickness occurs to the nearest hospital able to provide adequate treatment;  
 
• from one hospital to another hospital; or  
 
• from a hospital to the insured person’s residence.  
 

Enhanced plan: 

Ambulance  
• Licensed ground ambulance or other emergency ground service when used to transport the insured person: 
 

from the place where the injury or sickness occurs to the nearest hospital able to provide adequate treatment;  
 

from one hospital to another hospital; or  
 

from a hospital to the insured person’s residence.  
 
• Emergency air transportation to the nearest hospital able to provide adequate treatment:  
 

up to one economy airfare or its equivalent for the insured person; and  
 

one additional economy airfare for a medical attendant who is required to accompany the insured person, but is 
not related to and does not reside with the insured person.  
 
The maximum emergency air transportation is $5,000 per instance.” 

That really doesn’t clarify the Sunlife position and unfortunately at this time I have not been able to speak with Mike 

Kelly for clarification. What we can tell you is that under similar circumstances where members have required emergen-

cy medical treatment, ambulance services and air transportation back to Canada with nursing staff in attendance during 

the flight, all expense were remarkably covered.  

I am not going to suggest that in every instance all expenses would be covered but I am confident that if you follow the 

protocols that Phil Slack has been preaching to you for years things will turn out better. Please keep your medical card 

with you at all times, particularly when travelling and make sure that whomever you are travelling with know where the 

1-800-number and card are should you require out-of-province medical attention. 
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 Pension - Benefits Directors Report 

Terry Hill  



 

I will endeavour, working with Phil who is the PPAO Insurance expert, to get clarification on how the system 

works for our members.    

I am only speaking about the Sunlife system right now as I am not all that familiar with the MROO Encom pro-

gram. I am sure that they as will all other insurance providers will have similar coverages. Please check your poli-

cies before you travel and ask questions. 

Pensions 

We all have received the OMERS COL increase in the first payment for 2019. Happy New Year! 

We also know that the OMERS Comprehensive Plan review 6 changes that were recommended and put to a vote 

did not fair very well. Only two of the six recommendations were approved; 

Removal of the 35 year service cap 

the ability for Paramedics to negotiate into the NRA 60 pension plan. 

By removing the 35 year service cap, those members who choose to work for more than 35 years will continue to 

contribute to the plan and be entitled to increased pension as a result. As for the NRA 60 for paramedics, they now 

have the ability to negotiate with their employers for earlier retirement before NRA 65. Two good improvements 

for active members moving forward. 

We will see what the future brings for the other four recommendations in particular the Conditional Indexing plan. 

The effect of turning this recommendation down may come to fruition sooner than later given the instability of the 

current economy and the economic forecasts for the future. It is amazing how the integration of false information 

can completely dissolve the validity of planning for the future through factual analysis. 

A question was posed regarding the eligibility of a current spouse to receive a survivor benefit considering the 

spouse on retiring passing. The short answer is that the current (new) spouse would be eligible for a survivor bene-

fit on the death of the member.  

This part of the Pension Benefits Act that affects how OMERS is legally required to deal with the Surviving Spouse 

Benefit is confusing. Bottom line is that when you retired the spouse on record at the time of retirement is first in 

line for receiving a survivor benefit on the members death. That is unless that spouse has waived the right to the 

survivor benefit. Very important for point in any separation or divorce agreement for your lawyers to include. If the 

spouse on retirement dies, then the beneficiary statement with your OMERS Pension comes into play. Your current 

spouse may become eligible for a survivor benefit pension if the Beneficiary form is completed properly. Again, 

please seek proper legal advice on how to ensure your wishes are imposed.  If you have any questions regarding 

pensions or benefits, please ask. If I cannot answer your question, I always have Phil Slack to seek advice from and 

many other resources to help get the answers you need. Maybe not the answer you want but we will do our best. 

I continue to help at the museum, on the Communication Committee and whatever else I can do to help our organi-

zation.  I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and have a happy, healthy and prosperous 2019. 
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President                   Dave Bowen             davebowen55555@gmail.com 

Past President Terry Hill                 thill391@rogers.com           

Vice President Pieter Ciere                   pciere@gmail.com      

Treasurer           Craig Ellis                      Sewsillie1@gmail.com      

Secretary           Denise Kitchen   chuckanddenise@cogeco.ca 

Pensions OMERS-PPAO   Terry Hill  

Pensions HMRF Bob Slack                        bslack53@gmail.com 

Membership           Bob Slack                                

Benevolent           Cath Collard        scollard@cogeco.ca 

Charity                     Steve Binch                    steve.binch174@gmail.com 

House Committee  Steve Binch 

Volunteers           Larry McMorran       l.mcmorran.48@gmail.com

   

Museum            Pieter Ciere -  Terry Hill  -  Dave Bowen    

Communications Pieter Ciere         

Tuck Shop           Mike Fauvelle   

Spring Lunch          Maggie Pepe-Hutton 

Golf Tournament Brian Mullan 

Tribute Dinner       Maggie pepe-Hutton 

Turkey Roll              john Daniels 

Historic Vehicle Cdtr  Larry McMorran 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE : 

For those members who don’t have E mail please phone  

Me at 905 628 6849 if you need to contact us. 

 

  

HAMILTON POLICE RETIREES ASSOCIATION 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


