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From our President’s Desk                           

Dave Bowen 

 

H 
appy New Year to all of 

our Members.  Many of 

you have been in this As-

sociation for many years 

while quite a number of you have just 

joined us in the recent past.  This 

Newsletter is intended to provide you 

with information about 

the activities of your 

elected Board and give 

you the latest information 

available to us about pen-

sions, benefits and other 

activities in our commu-

nity and the Hamilton Po-

lice Service. 

I should take this op-

portunity to thank a num-

ber of our Board Mem-

bers who stepped down at 

the end of 2017.  Terry 

Hill is now the Past President after 

serving as President for two years.  We 

are very lucky to have him working 

with us.  Bernie Evans has stepped 

away from the Board but he is still do-

ing the Newspeek for which we are 

eternally grateful.  John Daniels has 

also stepped down and will be doing 

some travelling with his wife.  Dianne 

Jackson has stepped down after being 

our Secretary for as long as I can re-

member. She has done a superb job. 

Thanks to all these people for the many 

volunteer hours they provided to this 

organization. 

One new face on the Board is Linda 

Foster-Rombough who has agreed to 

serve as our Secretary and this was 

wonderful news for all of us.  The full 

list of members on the 

Board is found else-

where in this Newsletter 

but we are still short 

two (2) members.  It 

will be quite difficult to 

continue if we cannot 

find some people to step 

forward and join the 

Board. We need some-

one to fill the roles of 

Special Events and Vol-

unteer Chair. 

The Hamilton Police 

Retirees Association has been in exist-

ence since 1982.  Our aim is to support 

our members, help them remain con-

nected to each other and the Police Ser-

vice and support the community where 

we can. 

We are filling the gap at Special 

Events with some new and some for-

mer volunteers.  John Daniels has 

agreed to run the Turkey Roll this year.   

(Concludes on page 2) 

Dianne Jackson 
has stepped 

down after be-
ing our Secre-
tary for as long 
as I can remem-

ber. She has 
done a superb 

job. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are short two (2) directors on the HPRA Board 
of Directors. This creates more work and added re-
sponsibility for the directors we do have. We have a 
very successful organization the likes of which are 
not found in many parts of the province or nation. I 
am reaching out to our members to find two people 
that will step forward to help lessen the load for oth-
ers on the board. 

Our by-laws require our Board to have 10 directors 
plus the Past-President which makes 11 people. The 
responsibilities are not that demanding and only re-
quires a few hours a week of time to manage the 
roles on the board. We meet as a board only four (4) 
times during the year and four (4) times at General 
Meetings with the HPRA members. Our meetings 
are organized but relatively informal with plenty of 
laughs. 

If you have any interest, whether you are a new retir-
ee or have been retired for a while, we could use 
your help in keeping the HPRA strong.  

Please get in touch with either Dave Bowen or my-
self if you would like to come on board.  

Dave Bowen, President 

(905) 385-4872    

(905) 745-0868 C 

davebowen55555@gmail.com 

 

Terry Hill, Past-President, 

Communications Chair 

E-mail: thill391@rogers.com 

Phone: 905-575-0932 

Cell: 905-981-0934 

 
Thank you in advance, 

  

 Brian Mullan has agreed to host the Golf Tourna-

ment and Rod Pieon has agreed to handle the Spring 

Luncheon.  Also Bill Cook will look after the Vol-

unteer Recognition night while Terry Hill will han-

dle the “Pub Nights” at some of our Retirement 

Homes around the City.   

Pieter Ciere, Jayne Lawson and Terry Hill are 

continuing to run the Museum.  (Please stop by in 

Ancaster for a visit if you get a chance).  Larry 

McMorran is coordinating the display of Historic 

Vehicles and Michel (Mike) Fauvelle is coordinat-

ing the Tuck Shop with help from Maggie Pepe-

Hutton and Sandy Muir.  Mike Fauvelle has also 

volunteered to maintain the gardens at the front of 

Central Station after Gary Ashbaugh who did that 

job for ten years.   

With all this help I am certain we will have anoth-

er great year in 2018.  I hope you will enjoy the 

fruits of Bernie’s work here and please stay con-

nected with us, where or 

when you can. 

(Presidents Message, continued from page 1.) 

Can you Help? 

“Read not to contradict and confute; nor to 
believe and take for granted; nor to find talk 
and discourse; but to weigh and consider.” 

 Sir Francis Bacon  1561—1625 

Guest Speaker for February GM 

Gordon MacGregor is the Com-
munity Awareness Liaison for PX 
Dermody Funeral Homes. 

   PX Dermody is a 3rd generation 
family owned independent funeral 
home serving Hamilton and sur-
rounding areas. Gordon’s role at 
PX Dermody is to provide educa-
tional presentations on relevant 

topic matters pertinent to the age 50+ & Retiree 
Groups.  

These interactive presentations provide hands-on 
information regarding Estate & End of Life Planning 
matters. Gordon was educated in the United King-
dom and states his most valuable lessons have come 
from his own life experiences. With over 20 plus 
years experience of business knowledge along with 
his bereavement facilitating skills Gordon is able to 
gently assist families to make informed choices that 
are right for them with regards to their preplanning 
wishes and preferences.  

mailto:davebowen55555@gmail.com
mailto:thill391@rogers.com
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Benefits, Insurance & PPAO          By: Phil Slack 

Benefits 

Those members enrolled in the Sun Life Extended 
Health Plan have probably received confirmation that 
there will be no rate increase for 2018, as had been 
suggested. The exception would be if you moved to a 
new age band. We are still working with Sun Life to 
see if there are any opportunities to enhance some of 
our benefits. It is difficult, due to the small size of our 
plan, but we will continue to pursue this even if they 
are moderate improvements. 

If you are fortunate enough to be a retiree eligible 
for the supplementary Age 65-70, or 65-75 Medical 
Insurance (referred to by some as a health spending 
account, it offers you a second chance at a more com-
prehensive insurance plan if you had decided not to 
take it at 65 when you lost your major benefits. Since 
this “health spending account” type of benefit in 
Hamilton was negotiated as a modest Insurance Plan 
through Manulife. It extends your “no medical re-
quired: 60 day or 90 day enrollment grace period” 
until the expiration of your post 65 insurance whether 
it be age 70 or 75. So, if your medical condition wors-
ened, or you decided you wished greater coverage, 
you have a second chance to enrol up until 60 days 
past the termination of that supplementary insurance 
plan, or anytime during the insured period. 

OMERS  

2017 was generally considered as a good year for 
investment, with strong growth in real estate, equity 
markets, employment and a growing economy. This 
should favour well for the annual return on OMERS 
Investments. This should in turn bring OMERS closer 
to fully funded status faster than planned and for 
those members with OMERS A.V.C. portfolios it’s 
promising that we might see a second consecutive 
year of double digit investment return. Last year’s 
(2016) return was 10.3% and there is no reason not to 
expect similar returns for 2017. That data is usually 
released in mid February. 

Don’t forget if you are planning on making a with-
drawal from your OMERS AVC account, the with-
drawal window is March 1st to April 30th of each year. 

Police Pensioners Association of Ontario (PPAO) 

The 2018 Semi Annual General meeting will be 
held in Waterloo this year. This venue makes it very 
accommodating for our spouses to enjoy St. Jacobs or 
Elora. The date is Thursday May 17, 2018 and the 
event Hotel will be the Waterloo Inn, an excellent 
Hotel and conference centre. Registration is free and 
includes a hot lunch, and excellent speakers. Details 
will be forthcoming in the next month, but it’s not too 
early to mark it in your calendar. 

 

D.A. Kurt Insurance PPAO Home and Auto Group In-
surance – Family members option 

As you are aware the PPAO Home and Auto Group In-
surance is becoming very popular with our members due to 
the significant group discounts. It has become so popular 
some members are inquiring if their immediate family 
members can enrol. 

Family members are not eligible for the PPAO group 
auto and home program, due to insurance industry regula-
tions, however  a program for family members is available 
under an exclusive brand called PrimeGuard, underwritten 
by Scottish and York a division of Aviva.  The Prime-
Guard brand is then an exclusive program, with a preferred 
discounted rate and special coverage features, similar to 
that of Aviva Traders General Insurance and D.A. Kurt 
would very much welcome anyone interested in a quote for 
their immediate family members. (grand parents, parents, 
children, brothers sisters,.grandchildren, etc.) and they must 
be residents of Ontario. 

To receive a quote, have your family member contact 
D.A. Kurt Insurance by e-mail or phone and have them 
identify their PPAO family member and police service and 
once that relationship has been confirmed an agent will 
contact them and give a quote with the special discount. 

 Contact by phone or e-mail: 

David Kurt | CIP, Registered Broker |President  

davidkurt@kurt-ins.com 

Tel: 519-579-5440 | Toll-Free: 1-800-339-9935 |  

Fax: 1-888-416-6911 

 

Insurance Tip from D.A. Kurt Insurance 

All home or property insurance policies have an ex-
clusion that most insured’s are unaware of  before leav-
ing their residences over the winter: 

Damage is not covered if caused by freezing, during the 
usual heating season within a heated portion of your dwell-
ing, if you have been away from your premises more than 4 
consecutive days. However, you will still be insured if any 
of the following precautions have been taken: 

1. Arranged for a competent person to enter your dwelling 
each day you were away, to ensure that heating is being 
maintained; OR 

2. Shut off the water supply and have drained all the pipes 
and domestic water containers; OR 

3. If your plumbing and heating system is connected to a 
monitored alarm station providing 24-hour service. 

                                                                Fraternally 

                                                          Phil                                         

mailto:davidkurt@kurt-ins.com
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“My dad lies in a grave:” 
Seven Hamilton Cops killed in the line of duty remembered. 

by: Nicole O’Reilly  - The Hamilton Spectator 

Constable Preston Gabriele and Barron the police horse stand vigil at the grave of the horse's name-

sake, James Barron, a Hamilton police constable who was killed in the line of duty in 1903. The 

two were on duty during the Hamilton Police Service Memorial Rededication and Ceremony of 

Remembrance Wednesday at Hamilton Cemetery.              Cathie Coward, The Hamilton Spectator  

Clark said she remembers the knock at the door and then coming downstairs to find a room full of police officers. 

Their father's death shaped their lives, especially for her older brother, who was 11 at the time and became "the man of 

the house." Both their brother, younger sister and mother have since died. 

There is a lot of criticism for police these days, Clark said, but so many don't know what it's like to put your life on 

the line. 

"My dad lies in a grave because he didn't shoot someone (to defend himself)," she said. 

Donna Fair was 15 when her stepdad, Const. David Gregory, was shot in 1962. 

Her mother and Gregory had married two years before, and she remembers her mother had bought her father a black 

Labrador puppy as a gift. The night Gregory died the dog was wild, pacing up and down the hallways, until the knock at 

the door, when the dog ran and hid under her bed. 

Fair said of the dedication event: "I think it's wonderful ... beautiful." 

O 
fficer you saw the task, 

you heard the call, you 

did your duty." 

Hamilton police honoured seven 

fallen officers in rededication cere-

monies Wednesday that began at 

the central police station and moved 

to gravesites across the city. 

The officers were all killed on 

the job between 1903 and 1968, 

ranged in age from 26 to 65, and 

had a combined 17 children among 

them. Families and descendents 

from six of the families attended 

the solemn ceremonies, which in-

cluded the police honour guard, 

bugle and bagpipe tributes, words 

from the police chaplain and 

wreaths. 

Sue Clark and her sister Terry 

Wretham were seven and six years 

old, respectively, when their father, 

Acting Sgt. John Cameron McMur-

rich, was fatally shot in 1968. 

Editor’s Note:  
I’d like to thank the Editorial staff and writers Nicole O’Reilly and Cathie Coward of the 
Hamilton Spectator for their kind permission to re-print this wonderful story and photo-
graph of our re-dedication services held this past September 2017 to honour our fallen 
officers.                                                                                                        Bernie Evans 



In Memoriam   
2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gone from our Sight—Never from our Memories 
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Annette Anderson (James) 
Miriam Arnott ( Robert) 
Gary Ashbaugh 
Peter Bester 
Ron Bradshaw 
Dennis Carr 
Isabel Chehowski (Alex) 
Paula Coupe (Jim) 
Donald Dixon 
Janet Downer (Reginald Sr.) 
Barbara Driscoll (Michael) 
Joan Edmunds (Bud) 
Cliff Forman 
Beatrice Gent (Duncan) 
Robert Grimbly 

 

Top Cop Award Nominations 

We are once again approaching the beginning of February which means the hunt is on for nom-
inations for the Top Cop Award. You can play a very important role in this process.  

The criteria that the Top Cop Award Committee uses for selection is: 

 

i. a member of the Retiree’s Association in good standing, 
ii. that committed the most in supporting the organization by volunteering time, 
iii. a regular attendee of meetings, 
iv. applying their skills in numerous ways, 
v.  in helping raise money to be used for charitable organizations or worthy causes, 
vi over an extended period of time. 
 

If you know a member that fits the criteria please forward your nomination(s) with a brief history 
to the undersigned. ▲ 

 Dianne Jackson, Chairman 
 Top Cop Award Committee 

 905-574-0020 
 Email: hundog@sourcecable.net     

Catherine Martin 
Bob Maxwell 
Roy Merritt 

Joyce Mueller (Fred) 
Pamela Petz (John) 

Wayne Slote 
Sylvia Smith (Gary) 

Sylvia Smith (Jim) 
Wayne Riddell 

Robert Robertson (Bette) 
Edward Vallis 
Edward Venn 

Helen Weylie (Gary) 
Leonard Wheeler 

Jean Wilkins (John) 

 Rev. George Horton (Chaplain) 

Gordon Haines 
James W. Hamilton 

Kerry Halcovich (David) 
Carol Hanmer (Michael) 

Geraldine Hanmer (Murray) 
William Harris 

Mae Higgins (Murray) 
Dianne Hmiel (Steve) 

Lynn Hudson 
Margaraet Joy (Michael) 
Beverly Larson (Doug) 
Joan Liberte (James) 

Shahron Marlor (Tom) 

 

tel:905-575-0932
mailto:Dianne%20Jackson%3chundog@sourcecable.net)?subject=Top%20Cop%20Award%20Nomination


DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Quarterly General Meeting 
Wednesday February 7th 1:00 p.m. 

@ The Association 
Come an hour or so early for brunch 

 

Annual Spring Luncheon 
Sunday April 22

nd
  12:00 NOON 

Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa St. Hamilton 

 
COMING EVENTS  
FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

———————- 

 
 May General Meeting—Wed May 9

th
 

 
Police Week - May 13

th  19
th

 
 

26
th

 Golf Tournament—Mon June 18
th

 
 

Police Service Summer Picnic 
TBA 
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PPAO Scholarship Program 

A reminder that the deadline for applying 

for one of four $1,000.00 Scholarships is fast ap-

proaching.  

If you  have a family member who qualifies, 

the application needs to be received by January 

31, 2018.  

The Scholarship  Process and the application 

can be found on the PPAO website through the 

following link: 

 https://www.ppao.ca/ppao-scholarship  

Or through the link posted on our Facebook 

page for The Police Pensioners Association of 

Ontario, or for those with Twitter accounts we 

can be found there as well. 

Good luck to all applicants. 

https://www.ppao.ca/ppao-scholarship


 

The Hamilton Police  
Retirees Association 
cordially invites you to the  

Annual Spring Luncheon  
Sunday April 22

nd
, 2018 

Doors open at 12:00 Noon  
 (Please do not arrive earlier) 

 

Michelangelo Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street, Hamilton. 

 
$10 each for Members and Partners or Support Persons –  no charge for surviving spouses 

Payment at the door.    

Please RSVP before Friday April 14th to one of the following: 

Dianne Jackson   905—574—0020 

  Cath Collard   905—541-0543 

Rod Pieon  905—628—6849 

Reserved seating is available. 
 
PLEASE  NOTE :  No-shows cost your retirees association!  So, please understand that acknowledging your 

attendance and failing to attend will necessitate our having to pass along the charge to you.  Special circum-

stances will be given consideration.   

 

 

HPRA Newspeek                                                                                                    January 2018      P7 



H
a

m
il

to
n

 P
o

li
c

e
 R

e
ti

re
e

s
 A

s
s

o
c

ia
ti

o
n

  

2
0

1
8

 B
o

a
rd

 o
f 

D
ir

e
c

to
rs

  

 PRESIDENT Dave Bowen (Lynda) ....................................... 905.385.4872 
  davebowen55555@gmail.com 
VICE-PRESIDENT Pieter Ciere (Brenda) .................................... 289.237.2868 
  pciere@gmail.com 
TREASURER Craig Ellis (Patricia) ..................................... 905.388.4415 
  sewsille1@gmail.com 
SECRETARY Linda Foster-Rombough ............................... 289.260.2800 
  fosterl38@ymail.com 

PAST PRESIDENT Terry Hill (Gail) ............................................. 905.575.0932 
  thill391@rogers.com 

PENSIONS / OMERS Phil Slack  (Yvonne) ...................................... 289.674.1102 
                                                                                                   filslak@rogers.com 

HWRF / MEMBERSHIP Bob Slack (Linda) ............................................ 905.648.7125 
                                                                                                                   bslack53@gmail.com  
BENEVOLENT Cath Collard .................................................. 905.541.0543 
                                                                                                scollard@cogeco.ca 

SPECIAL EVENTS Vacant 
   

HOUSE / CHARITY Steve Binch (Rosie) ........................................ 905.528.5283 
                                                                                                        steve.binch174@gmail.com 
COMMUNICATIONS         Terry HILL  (As above)                                               
   
MUSEUM Pieter Ciere   (as above) 
  

 
 

Ad Hoc Committee Members 
 
Bill Cook (Janet) Social Events & Fund Raising ..............................................   905.387.5428 
                                                                                                                                                          billyhhc145@gmail.com 

 
John Courtney (Rosemary)  House Committee ...................................................................   905.383.6624 
                                                                                                                                                           jcourtney@rogers.com 

 
John Daniels Special Events........................................................................   905.679.3373 
                                                                                                                                                      johnandchar@hotmail.com 

 
Bernard Evans Communications / Newspeek  ...............................................   905.628.4660 
                                                                                                                                                              be.evans@primus.ca  
 
Michael Fauvelle (Colleen) Tuck Shop ................................................................................   905-628-8806 
       micheljf@295.ca 

 

Dianne Jackson  Top Cop Chair .........................................................................   905.574.0020 

                                                                                                                                             hundog@sourcecable.net 
 

Rodney Pieon  (Vivienne) Social Events/Fundraising ..................................................      905.628.6849 
                                                                                                                                                            rpieon396@gmail.com 

 

  

 

Board Meetings:   Tues April 10
th

; Tues August 14
th

; Thurs Oct 11
th

 
All Board Meetings held at the Mountain Station Board Room @ 9:00a.m. 

 

General Meetings: Wed Feb 7
th

;  Wed May 9
th

;  Wed Sept 12
th

;  Wed Nov 14
th

 

 All General Meetings at “The Association Hall” @ 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

2018  Meetings  


