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W 
e are well into 2016 now. On 
behalf of the Board of Directors 
we want to wish you all a Happy 

New Year and hope you had a wonderful 
Christmas season.  

With the new year comes some new 
changes starting with me as the new Presi-
dent of our association. I wish to thank 
Pieter Ciere for his time as our President. 
Job well done Pieter!  

With me becoming President we have a 
new Vice President in Dave Bowen. Dave 
has already started into making our associa-
tion even better by investigating the need 
for a fresh web site and e-mailing system, 
which has been an ongoing issue. He has 
also retained responsibility for finding vol-
unteers to man the Studebaker and Bomb 
Truck at events throughout the year. Dave 
has also been active with refurbishing the 
Studebaker and the horse drawn Paddy 
Wagon. As a side note many thanks go out 
to our own Bill Hendry who has dedicated 
many hours to fixing up the old Paddy 
Wagon. Dave has also taken over managing 
the Tuck Shop. That doesn’t mean Bob 
Slack is no longer involved. He is stepping 
back a bit with the Tuck Shop but still 
helps out when needed. Bob is still our 
Membership Chairperson and as such is 
looking for your 2016 dues. 

Dave is working on creating a system for 
on-line ordering of our products and with 
the assistance of Peter Abi-Rashed have 
created a catalogue of goods available 
through the Tuck Shop. If you have not 
already looked at the catalogue an electron-
ic version can be found on the web site un-
der the “General” tab. Many thanks to the 
Tuck Shop volunteers, Sandy Muir, Maggie 
Hutton and Michel Fauvelle. 

Having mentioned the e-mailing system 
for distribution of information to our mem-
bers, please know that we are continuing to 
work with the Hamilton Police Association, 
the host of our web site and e-mailing sys-
tem, to resolve our issues. We are not alone 

in experiencing problems. The HPA has 
also had similar issues. 

Pieter Ciere has held on to organizing 
the Tisdale House Museum with hundreds 
of volunteer hours being dedicated to scan-
ning photos, negatives and slides so that we 
have a digital record of some 180,000 im-
ages. With the assistance of Jayne Lawson, 
we are slowly getting all the artifacts at the 
museum into our database so we know 
what we have and where to find them.  

Another new change is the election of 
John Daniels to the board. Please join me 
in welcoming John and saying a sad so 
long to Rod Pieon. Rod had done a master-
ful job looking after our Special Events 
Chair for which we thank him. Rod has 
turned over the Special Events Chair to 
John who I am sure is going to do a great 
job at this very important chair.  

What is John going to be looking after 
with this chair? Well, he will be responsi-
ble for organizing the Spring Luncheon 
coming up Sunday, 24th April 2016. Please 
mark this date on your calendars. John also 
has charge of the Seniors Pub Nights. 
Twice a year, spring and Fall, we choose a 
retirement home to visit providing food, 
refreshments and entertainment for the resi-
dents. He also is responsible for the fall 
Tribute Dinner recognizing our surviving 
spouses of members lost. Then there is the 
all-important Turkey Roll, which is sched-
uled for Thursday, 24th November 2016. 
Again please mark this on your calendars. 
John will be a busy guy and will have a bit 
of a learning curve for co-ordination of all 
these events. 

If you have any thoughts for improving 
any of these events, please get in touch 
with John with your suggestions. 

Rod Pieon is not leaving our board total-
ly we have asked Rod to join our list of 
members for our Ad-Hoc Advisors to keep 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Report on Benefits 
Phil Slack 

BENEFITS 

Sun Life   

There will be no premium increase to the Sun Life Health 
Benefit Plan for 2016. We will also be meeting on January 
25th with Sun Life officials to discuss some ongoing benefit 
points. 

Shingles vaccine update: Sun Life is considering add-
ing Shingles Vaccine coverage to our health plan. In the inter-
im, while they do a cost/benefit analysis, they will offer for a 
one year period, this drug to our covered prescription drugs 
for those plan members who wish the vaccine. As with the 
drug benefit, it will be 80% covered and your physician may 
charge a fee for the needle. If you haven’t had the shingles 
vaccine yet, don’t miss this opportunity. This vaccine must be 
administered within 30 minutes of picking it up at the phar-
macy (stored frozen), unless you doctor has it. So it must be 
coordinated with your doctor. 

The MROO Health Plan open enrolment was successful 
and some of our members took advantage of this opportunity. 
For those members enrolled with MROO’s health plan, 
they already cover the Shingles vaccine. 

 

PENSIONS 

OMERS CPI increase effective January 1st 2016 was 
1.16%.  This raise also applies to those members collecting 
their Hamilton Wentworth pension. In addition to this in-
crease you will also see your Canada Pension Plan annual 
Increase rise by 1.2% in 2016. Try not to spend it all in one 
place! 

 Considering the poor economy in 2015 and the 11% drop 
in Canadian markets, OMERS Investment Return rate for 
2015 is expected to come in around 7%. We should hear the 
final returns in February or March. OMERS diversification in 
the Private equities markets (infrastructure, real estate, strate-
gic investments, etc.) have done well and turned the overall 
returns into a positive. OMERS is still on track to be fully 
funded before 2025. 

Now is a great time to consider Additional Voluntary Con-
tributions and take advantage of OMERS’ diverse investments 
and low management fees. Retirees can only contribute to 
locked in investments such as existing RRSP’s, up to the age 
of 70. We are hoping that OMERS are successful in changing 
the regulations to allow OMERS to issue and manage RRIF’s 
once a member turns 71. 

  It looks like Prime Minister Trudeau's Government is 
running into some opposition on enhancing the CPP, which 
would have lead to Premier Wynne abandoning the proposed 
Ontario Retirement Pension Plan (ORPP) if CPP was en-
hanced. It now appears a couple of Provincial Premiers share 
the same concerns Prime Minister Harper did about the timing 
and size of the increase and are not currently supporting the 
increase. Looks like Ontario will still be going forward with 
their ORPP. 

OMERS continues to look at merging the closed pen-
sion plans in the municipal sector, and assuming those 
plans into OMERS on terms which are revenue-neutral to 
OMERS.  OMERS are in discussion with Metro Toronto 
now. Discussions will follow with Ottawa, Hamilton and 
Windsor regarding the possibility of merging those plans 
into OMERS also. 

OMERS will be holding an Information Session for 
retired members at the Burlington Public Library 
(2331New Street) on March 9, 2016 from 2:00 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. These travelling road shows are very informa-
tive and will answer all your questions on OMERS pen-
sion issues. 

 PPAO   

Sadly we report the passing of our current PPAO 
Board member Russ Moore who was retired from the 
Lindsay Police Service. Russ had been an active board 
member of the Lindsay Police Association, and was well 
respected within the Police Association of Ontario. We 
also lost Bruce Priestman, a retired Metro Toronto Police 
Officer and past president of the PPAO. Both members 
will be deeply missed by the Ontario Police Community. 

Happy to announce that Steve Binch was elected to the 
PPAO Board of Directors at the AGM this past October. 
Steve has jumped right into the fray and taken on responsi-
bilities with benevolence, charities and looking at the pos-
sibility of a PPAO Newsletter. Congratulations to Steve! 

Our PPAO Finances continue to grow and we are look-
ing at a newsletter and introducing an Education  for Chil-
dren and Grandchildren of members. Both of these are in 
the draft stages and we will keep you posted. 

The Provincial Liberal Goverment has announced a 
significant overhaul of how CCAC services will be deliv-
ered in the future. The new format will see these services 
managed by local Integrated Health Networks. Hopefully, 
this will bring about much needed change, especially as it 
relates to access to home care and nursing home place-
ment. 

The Ontario Health Coalition reports that due to the 
mounting Provincial Debt, we can expect to see significant 
cuts in health care services, especially hospital services 
and staff, in the forthcoming Provincial Liberal Budget.  

  On the good news front, looks like the Federal 
Govt. will be introducing a national pharmaceutical for-
mulary and bulk-purchasing schedule in the near future, 
which should reduce the cost of prescription drugs. 

Hope to see you all out at the General Meeting on Feb-
ruary 10th at “The Association”. ▲ 

 

              Phil 
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his knowledge and experience available. 

Although a Special Event, our Annual Golf Tournament is 
being organized under the leadership of Steve Binch and a 
committee Steve has created. The golf tournament is sched-
uled for Monday, 20th June at Chippewa Creek Golf Course. 
Another item for the golfer’s calendar. 

The time has come to look for our next Top Cop Award 
recipient. If you have any suggestions for a worthy candidate, 
please get that information to Dianne Jackson who has taken 
over as the chair of this very important selection process. 

Another surprise change was the announcement of Chief 
Glenn De Caire’s retirement. This announcement caught eve-
ryone off guard. Our association had a very positive relation-
ship with Chief De Caire during his 6-year tenure. We wish 
him well in his retirement and his next challenge as Head of 
Security and Parking at McMaster University. We hope Glenn  

Presidents message  (Continued from page 1) 

  
 November 2015 

19th Annual Turkey Roll  Winners 
 

Gil Agis Mary Auer Dave Bowen 

Betty Bradley Dave Broom Dave Calvert 

Isabel Chehowski Isabel Chehowski Susan Clue 

Gary Clue Ruth Coalie Louisa Connors 

Rosemary Courtney John Courtney John Daniels 

Ted Davis Al Dyack Ken Engelbrecht 

Paul Faguy George Glegg James Hamilton 

Tes Havran Terry Hill John Johnston 

Becky Kellam Ron Klassen Rick Kucemba 

Meg Lane Eileen Maloney Mike Martin 

Mike Martin Dave Matteson Robert McKinlay 

Larry McMorran Bob Middaugh John Millar 

Judi Monette Mary Moore Wayne Muzyka 

Robert Nelson Marie O’Brien Brian Perro 

Elaine Reid Joanne Savoie John Thompson 

Heurtha Thomson Helen Weylie Ted Yarmel 

 Milt Zimmerman  

Hello Members, 

Our total number of retirees, including surviving spouses 

is currently 777.  As of January 20, 2016 we had 450 with 

dues paid for 2016.  This is  down from 472 in 2015.  You 

are reminded that dues come due on January 1.  One of the 

benefits of your dues is your subscription to the New-

speek.  For those with unpaid dues, as per our policy, this 

will be the last copy of the Newspeek they will receive. 

If you've suddenly stopped receiving e-mail from the Re-

tirees Association, check that your inbox is not full, or over 

quota.  I've noticed a few messages are bouncing back for 

that very reason.  Check with your Internet Service Provid-

er to resolve this issue. 

You may remit your dues by sending a cheque in the 

amount of $15.00 ($5.00 for surviving spouses) payable to 

Hamilton Police Retirees Association and mailed to: 

the hamilton police retirees association 

555 Upper Wellington St., 

Hamilton, ON,  L9A 3P8 

For those members who have paid their dues we thank 

you very much for your support. ▲ 

  

Bob Slack 

Membership Chairman 

will find a moment to join us at one of our General 
Meetings as an official member of our retirees. 

As you can see lots of things have been going on 
already in 2016. None of what we accomplish can 
occur without the hundreds of volunteer hours provid-
ed by our members of the Board of Directors and the 
many committees that we form to make things go 
smoothly. Well we try to make them go smoothly. If 
you want to get involved, please call me or drop me a 
note. I hope to see many of you at the first General 
Meeting of the year, Wednesday, 10th February 
1:00pm, 2nd floor, The Association building. 

Let me finish with this thought that was passed on 
to me; “A new year is like a blank book, and the pen 
is in your hands. It is your chance to write a beautiful 
story for yourself.”▲ 

 
  



DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Quarterly General Meeting 
Wednesday February 10th 1:00 p.m. 

@ The Association 
Come an hour or so early for brunch 

 
 

Annual Spring Luncheon 
Sunday April 24

th
  12:30 p.m 

Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa St. Hamilton 

 
 

COMING EVENTS  
 

May General Meeting—Wed May 11
th

 
 

Police Week—May 15
th

—21
st

 
 

24
th

 Golf Tournament—Mon June 20
th

 
 

Police Service Summer Picnic — TBA 
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Proposed Amendment to the Constitution  

of the Hamilton Police Retirees’ Association 

In accordance with section 15, sub-section 15-02 of the By-Laws 
& Constitution, we intend to propose the following amendment to 
be voted on by the membership in attendance at the next General 
Meeting of the Association on February 10th, 2016. 

 

MOTION

THAT SECTION 2, SUB-SECTION 02-06 BE AMEND-
ED TO READ: 

02-06 To provide volunteer services and fundraising initi-
atives for the Hamilton Police Service Museum. 

MOTION 

THAT SECTION 2, SUB-SECTION 02-07 BE AMEND-
ED TO READ 

02-07 To provide excellence and education in policing for 
the benefit of members, families and the community. 

These amendments  were proposed and accepted by the 
Board of Directors at the meeting of November 24, 2015. 

 

Submitted by the Secretary — Dianne Jackson. 

2016 Golf Tournament 

We will be holding our 24th Annual Hamilton Po-
lice Retirees Association Golf Tournament on Mon-
day, June 20th, 2016 at the Chippewa Golf and Country 
Club. 

Our golf tournament continues to be organized and 
lead by Retired members of the Hamilton Police Ser-
vice, both sworn and civilian.  Last year we raised over 
$2,000.00 by our golfers and through the generous 
commitment of business and corporate sponsors.  
Those funds were used entirely to support a variety of 
charities in the Hamilton area. 

This year the Hamilton Police Retirees Associa-
tion has decided that profits raised through fundraising 
at this event will be donated to the “Camp FACES 
Foundation” which offers support to surviving fami-
lies of “Line of Duty Death and Suicide”.  To learn 
more about CAMP FACES please visit the web site at: 
http://www.campfaces.org and attend our upcom-
ing General Meeting on Wed Feb 10th to hear our guest 
speaker on this subject. 

In order to raise the funds necessary to assist this 
worthwhile charity, the “Police Retirees Golf Commit-
tee” is asking community conscious organizations, to 
partner with the committee through a sponsorship ar-
rangement. 

The committee will be seeking sponsorship at several 

levels from $1500.00 to $130 per hole. 

In addition to sponsorship opportunities we will 

continue to seek door prizes/gifts for the golfers. 

If you are interested in supporting the tournament or 
know of an organization who may be interested, please con-
tact: Bro. Dave Bowen, 1 Bruce Park Drive, Hamilton, On-
tario, L9A 3G5, (905) 385-4872, or Email: 
davebowen55555@gmail.com.  

On behalf of the Tournament Committee, I would like to 
thank you for taking the time to consider this request and 
look forward to hearing from you.  ▲ 

 

Thank you, 
Stephen Binch 
Golf Tournament Coordinator,  
Email: steve.binch174@gmail.com 

http://www.campfaces.org
mailto:davebowen55555@gmail.com
mailto:steve.binch174@gmail.com


In Memorium 
2016 

Joyce Thompson (Norm) 
Marilyn Woods (Doug) 

2015  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gone from our Sight...Never from our Memories 
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Constable Daryl Archer  
Tom Arthur 

Constable Carmen Balinson 
Kathy Burke 

Georgette Cailhier (Marcel) 
Gladys Chapman  

Constable Brad Clause 
Katherine Collingwood (Ron) 

Robert Coleman 
Valerie Cranmer (Phil) 
Eleanor Cassidy (John) 

Bud Edmond 
Wendell Haines 

Clarke Lane 
Kenneth Lightheart 

Joyce May 
Iris Mathieson (Frank) 

 

Amie MacFarlane (Don) 
Joyce MacFarlane (Gord) 
Anne McKinlay (Bob) 
Heloise McKinnon (Kevin) 
Kevin McKinnon 
Barbara Millar (Colin) 
Geoffrey Pittman 
Edward Palmer 
Iris Pawluk (Fred) 
Len Preston 
Donald Salisbury 
Madeline Sim (Fred) 
Joseph Smiley 
Jack Vincent 
Mary Weibe (Jack) 
Eugene Williams 
Marshall (Al) Wilson 

Top Cop Award Nominations 

We are quickly approaching the beginning of February which means the hunt is on for nominations for the Top Cop 
Award. You can play a very important role in this process.  

The criteria that the Top Cop Award Committee uses for selection is: 

i. A member of the Retiree’s Association in good standing, 

ii. That committed the most in supporting the organization by volunteering their time, 

iii. Regular attendee of meetings, 

iv. Applying their skills in numerous ways, 

v.  In helping raise money to be used for charitable organizations or worthy causes, 

vi Over an extended period of time. 

If you know a member that fits the criteria please forward your nomination(s) with a brief history to the undersigned. ▲ 

 Dianne Jackson, Chairman 
 Top Cop Award Committee 
 905-574-0020 
 Email: hundog@sourcecable.net     

tel:905-575-0932
mailto:hundog@sourcecable.net
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O 
ur own Jim Galloway has recently been recog-
nized for his service to King and Country during 
the Second World War. Not just once but twice!   

Jim served in the Royal Canadian Navy and 
sailed in the convoys to Murmansk in the Arc-
tic Circle to provide the Russians with war 
materials to assist them in fighting the Ger-
mans. 

When interviewed by local area reporters 
Jim recalled, "The only part of the day when 
you got a bit of daylight was around 1 p.m. 
The seas were tremendous, rough water, ice. If 
you fell in the water and they didn't get you 
out in three minutes, you were dead." 

More than 3,000 men died on the Murmansk 
Run between 1941 and 1945. 

He was presented with the new “British 
Arctic Star” by Veterans Affairs Minister Julian Fantino. 
This medal was struck in 2012 to recognize British and 
Commonwealth Murmansk Run veterans.  

More than 70 family and friends, including his three chil-

dren and seven grandchildren were in attendance, 
plus Mayor Bob Bratina, Police Chief Glenn De 
Caire and MP David Sweet. The presentation took 

place at “The Association” hall.  

However, just this past Christmas Jim be-
came the recipient of the “National Order 
of the Legion of Honour (France)”. It is 
the Highest Medal of France. 

This medal is awarded by France and is an 
Order of Merit for Excellent civil or mili-
tary conduct delivered, upon official inves-
tigation. This medal has been awarded for 
over 200 years being established by Napo-
leon Bonaparte on 19 May 1802. 

Jim’s daughter, Gail Kovacs, presented the 
medal to her father on Christmas Day with 
family and friends present. Gail said, “He 

was thrilled. I know some of the risks he took. I’m so 
pleased to see he is getting acknowledgement for his 
efforts and the risks he took.”  

CONGRATULATIONS JIM! We are all ex-
tremely proud of you.  ▲ 

Jim Galloway Honoured. Twice! 



 

The Hamilton Police  
Retirees Association 
cordially invites you to the  

Annual Spring Luncheon  
Sunday April 24

th
, 2016 

Doors open at 12:00 Noon  
 (Please do not arrive earlier) 

 

Michelangelo Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street, Hamilton. 

 
$10 each for Members and Partners or Support Persons –  no charge for surviving spouses 

Payment at the door.    
 

Please RSVP before Friday April 15th to one of the following: 

John Daniels         (905) 679-3373 

Dianne Jackson   (905) 574-0020 

Reserved seating is available. 
 
PLEASE  NOTE :  No-shows cost your retirees association!  So, please understand that acknowledging your 

attendance and failing to attend will necessitate our having to pass along the charge to you.  Special circum-

stances will be given consideration.   
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 PRESIDENT  Terry Hill (Gail) ............................................ 905.575.0932 
  thill391@rogers.com 
VICE-PRESIDENT Dave Bowen (Lynda) ....................................... 905.385.4872 
  davebowen55555@gmail.com 
TREASURER Craig Ellis (Patricia) ..................................... 905.388.4415 
  sewsille1@gmail.com 
SECRETARY Dianne Jackson ............................................... 905.574.0020 
  hundog@sourcecable.net 

PAST PRESIDENT Pieter Ciere (Brenda) .................................... 289.237.2868 
  pciere@gmail.com 

PENSIONS/OMERS Phil Slack  (Yvonne) ....................................... 289.286.3026 
                                                                                                   filslak@rogers.com 

HWRF/MEMBERSHIP Bob Slack (Linda) ............................................ 905.648.7125 
                                                                                                                   bslack53@gmail.com  
BENEVOLENT Cath Collard .................................................. 905.635.8313 
                                                                                                scollard@cogeco.ca 

SPECIAL EVENTS John Daniels (Charlotte) .............................. 905.679.3373 
  johnandchar@hotmail.com 

House/Charity Steve Binch (Rosie) ........................................ 905.528.5283 
                                                                                                         steve.binch174@gmail.com 
VOLUNTEERS Dave Bowen (as above)  
                                                                           
COMMUNICATIONS Bernie Evans  .................................................. 905.628.4660 
  be.evans@primus.ca 
MUSEUM Pieter Ciere   (as above) 
  

 
 

Ad Hoc Committee Members 
 
Gary Ashbaugh (Jackie) Recreation & Museum ............................................................   905.538.1338 

  gashbaugh1@rogers.com 

Bob Collings (Joyce) Volunteers & Museum ...........................................................   905.648.8528 
  rcollings1@cogeco.ca 
Bill Cook (Janet) Museum & Volunteer .............................................................   905.387.5428 
                                                                                                                                                                billyhhc145@gmail.com 
John Courtney (Rosemary)  Club ..........................................................................................   905.383.6624 
                                                                                                                                                            jcourtney@rogers.com 
Art Faguy (Barb) Museum/Top Cop .....................................................................   519.720.4421 
                                                                                                      art.faguy@gmail.com 
Roy Merritt (Vonnie) Charity & House .......................................................................   905.383.2381 
 
Rodney Pieon  Social Events/Fundraising .........................................................................................      905.628.6849 
                                                                                                                                                             rpieon396@gmail.com 
Ted Yarmel (Mary) Special Events & Fundraising ..............................................     905.561.3937 

                                                                                                                                                   tomshea33@gmail.com 

 

  

 

  

 

Board Meetings:   Tues April 19
th

; Tues August 16
th

; Tues Oct 18
th

 

All Board Meetings held at the Mountain Station Board Room @ 9:00a.m. 

 

General Meetings: Wed Feb 10
th

;  Wed May 11
th

;  Wed Sept 14
th

;  Wed Nov 16
th

 

 All General Meetings at “The Association Hall” @ 1:00 p.m. 

  

 

 

2016  Meetings  


