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Lunch @ Noon! 
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Pharmacy 
29 Redman Dr. Hamilton 

 

Will be supplying a 
speaker on the topic 

of Cancer—Prevention 
and Maintenance. 

Some of the methods: 
wine, chocolate and 

broccoli. Sound Inter-
esting? C’mon out and 

be enlightened. 
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G 
ood Day Folks: Hope you re-

ceived all you wished for and 

had an absolutely wonderful 

Holiday Season. 

What a time frame we are living in 

right now. Riots across the United 

States because of the deaths of youths 

by Police. Terrorists killing newspaper 

editors and grocery clerks. Many people 

protesting against the police. Then po-

lice officers were shot and killed sitting 

in their cruiser and either the media did-

n't cover protests against 

people who shoot police 

officers or I missed it. 

Police came from all over 

the continent to partici-

pate in a grand funeral in 

New York City in a very 

moving and emotional 

celebration of the  two 

officer's contributions to 

their communities. 

No mention of the 126 

Police officers killed in the line on-duty 

in the United States during 2014. Fortu-

nately, here in Canada we can look for-

ward to completing our years of service 

without attending a lot of funerals for 

on duty deaths, but, even one is too 

many. 

We’ve had soldiers killed on Canadian 

soil and an attack on our Parliament 

Building in Ottawa and people arrested 

for plotting carnage against Canadian 

citizens in other parts of our own dear-

Canadian soil.  

Here in Hamilton instead of parading 

in number one dress uniforms , Officers 

were told to wear their on-duty uni-

forms and carry sidearms and other use 

of force options during the Remem-

brance Day Parade. I know it was a 

necessary precaution, but, I must admit 

it felt a little uncomfortable to have pro-

tection during the parade and ceremo-

nies to honour the men and women who 

sacrificed so much for our freedoms. 

Why am I writing about this? Well the 

Police Services in the United States 

have asked or ordered officers and 

other members of their organizations 

not to wear any clothing with logos that 

would identify them as 

employees of a Police Ser-

vice. The fear is that po-

lice service members may 

be targeted not only by 

terrorists but from the 

public themselves who 

think police are killing 

people without justifica-

tion. 

There have been some 

suggestions that Police 

Retirees are or could be 

targeted as well so it is suggested that 

our members, when travelling south of 

the border, leave any T-shirts, jackets 

and baseball caps with Police logos at 

home. 

On a lighter note: The Museum com-

mittee and Volunteers have scanned 

over 30,000 negatives and pictures. We 

are hoping to add to that total during 

the next couple of years. What we need 

are Retirees to come to the Museum 

and sit at a computer and identify who 

these people are in the photos, particu-

larly pre 1980 photographs. Any sug-

gestions to make this happen would be 

welcome. ▲ 

 

 

HPRA 

 

“...when travel-
ling south of the 

border, leave any 
T-shirts, jackets 

and baseball 
caps with Police 
logos at home.” 
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Past-President’s Blog 
Phil Slack 

Pensions 

Well it’s always nice to start the year out with more 

money in your pocket. By now all of our members should 

have received notification that their Pension indexing 

raise (Cost of Living) for 2015 is 1.8%. This year’s raise 

was twice as much as last year. It doesn’t seem like a lot, 

but when you compound the annual raise each year it 

makes a significant difference over a number of years. 

This raise not only applies to OMERS members, but also 

those members receiving their pension from the Hamilton

-Wentworth Retirement Fund. 

Many people collecting pensions do not have indexing 

and within a few years begin to feel the pinch. With the 

turmoil in the investment markets and the attack on De-

fined Benefit Pensions Plans (which OMERS is) many 

pension plans have had this benefit stripped away from 

them. Through the Police Pensioners Association of On-

tario, one of our priorities is to do everything possible to 

maintain this retirement pension benefit. 

Preliminary reports are that OMERS should have a 

much better return on their investments for 2014. We 

should know sometime in February and are hoping it will 

be near 10%, which would be great for reducing the 

OMERS deficit, as well as providing some extra pension 

income for those members who have invested in the 

OMERS Additional Voluntary Contributions (AVC’s). 

Last year’s return was only 6.5 %. If you have some 

locked in investments like RRSP’s and are looking at an 

excellent investment strategy, you may want to check 

with OMERS and take the opportunity of investing your 

money with them. It will provide a safe, stable and diver-

sified portfolio with very low administration and manage-

ment fees. 

 

PPAO 

Hamilton hosted the PPAO Annual General Meeting 

in October. We had an excellent turnout of delegates and 

great speakers. I am happy to report that brother Terry 

Hill was elected to the Board of directors and will be a 

welcome addition. 

It looks like the 2015 PPAO Annual General Meeting 

will be in Niagara Falls in October. They are targeting 

October 21st, but that will be confirmed at a later date. 

We should soon have a firm confirmation on the Semi 

Annual Meeting in May.  

We have learned the Ontario Government’s Ministry 

of Health have been researching the possibility of provid-

ing a Shingles Vaccination to seniors, funded through their 

public immunization program such as the flu clinics. A 

Health Ministry study has shown it would be cost effi-

cient, as those aged between 65 and 80 are the target 

group. The delay has been that the vaccine is only avail-

able in a frozen storage state and has to be used within half 

an hour of removing it from cold storage which is unsuit-

able for a public vaccination program. However, a new 

refrigerated vaccine is expected to be released in the future 

which would make it compatible with public vaccinations.  

The OMERS Retirees Group, of which we are a member, 

are now lobbying the government to consider adding the 

Shingles vaccine to the Ontario Drug Benefit Program 

(age 65 and older) schedule of covered drugs. This would 

allow the current frozen vaccine to be issued individually 

upon prescription, free of charge) and administered by the 

family doctor within half an hour. Considering many sen-

iors who do not have insurance and cannot afford the 

$200.00 cost for the vaccine, this would eliminate the 

needless pain, suffering and cost to the rising medical 

costs in treating this disease. 

We will keep you posted on the ministry’s response. 

 

Sun Life Extended Medical 

This year saw another increase of 5% in our Sun Life 

Extended Health plans (Enhanced Medical & Dental only-

the Standard plan remained the same). We met with Sun 

Life and discussed this and they said it was necessary, and 

consistent with other Insurance Plans. The enhanced plan 

includes out of province medical insurance and perhaps 

the rising U.S. Dollar has impacted their out of province 

medical claims. 

We also discussed some other benefit enhancements, 

but they will not be possible until we have more growth in 

the plan.  

 

AVIVA Home and Auto Car Insurance 

I continue to get positive feedback on the significant 

savings many of our members are receiving by combining 

their home and auto insurance plans with the PPAO group 

Home and Auto Insurance rates. They have a number of 

discounts available and in many cases the savings are 

great, not to mention their great claim service. They are 

also offering an additional discount if you have snow tires 

on all four wheels. When it comes time for your policy 

(Continued on page 3) 
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renewal, call David A. Kurt Insurance Brokers,        

Phone: 1-800-339-9935, or e-mail davidkurt@kurt-ins.com  

for a free quote. Tell them you are with the Hamilton Police 

Retirees and want a quote on the Police Pensioners Associa-

tion group Home & Auto Rate. You have nothing to lose and 

everything to gain. 

Here’s hoping  for a quick end to winter this year!  ▲ 

                                                                        Phil 

November 2014 

18th Annual Turkey Roll  Winners 
Tom Andrews Dave Hawthorne Dennis Ryan 

Jack Beere Gail Hill Randolph Scott 

Rose Binch Tom Hood Joe Shea 

Brad Boyce Gary Ireson Tom Shea 

Beverly Bunce Dianne Jackson Greg Slack 

Jessie Caihier Ron Johnstone Yvonne Slack 

Jim Cairns Elisabeth Latner Jim Smith 

Jim Cairns Chantelle Legallais Mark Spurr 

Ted Chrysler Brian Leng Chris Steves 

Ruth Coalie Claude Levesque Thelma Strauch 

George Corman Claude Levesque Mike Thomas 

Ed Crichton Ed Mandula Linda Thompson 

Mike Durney Dave McCulloch Maria Timperid 

Bruce Elwood Lorne Moore Frank Vanderzalm 

Betty Fernie Robert Precious Bill VanDyk 

Doug Fletcher Genna Rattray Charles Weech 

Mike Havron Pat Rozoski  

Hello Members, 

Our total number of retirees, including surviving 

spouses is currently 749.  As of January 20, 2015 we 

had 472 with dues paid for 2015.  This is  down from 

600 in 2014.  You are reminded that dues come due 

on January 1.  One of the benefits of your dues is your 

subscription to the Newspeek.  For those with unpaid 

dues, as per our policy, this will be the last copy of the 

Newspeek they will receive. 

 If you've suddenly stopped receiving e-mail from 

the Retirees Association, check that your inbox is not 

full, or over quota.  I've noticed a few messages are 

bouncing back for that very reason.  Check with your 

Internet Service Provider to resolve this issue. 

You may remit your dues by sending a cheque in the 

amount of $15.00 ($5.00 for surviving spouses) made 

out to Hamilton Police Retirees Association and 

mailed to: 

THE ASSOCIATION 

555 Upper Wellington St., 

Hamilton, ON,  L9A 3P8 

For those members who have paid their dues we 

thank you very much for your support. ▲ 

 

Bob Slack 

Membership Chairman 

Hmmm…….. Where can they all be? 



DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Quarterly General Meeting 
Wednesday February 11th 1:00 p.m. 

@ THE ASSOCIATION 
Come an hour or so early for brunch 

 
 

 

Annual Spring Luncheon 
Sunday April 26

th
  12:30 p.m 

Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa St. Hamilton 

 

 

COMING EVENTS  

 

May General Meeting—Wed May 6
th

 

 

Police Week—May 10
th

—16
th

 

 

Golf Tournament—Mon June 22
nd

 

 

Police Service Summer Picnic — TBA 
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TOP COP AWARD COMMITTEE 
Needs you to help in this process 

Members: 

We are quickly approaching the beginning of Feb-

ruary which means the hunt is on for nominations 

for the Top Cop Award. You can play a very im-

portant role in this process.  

The criteria the Top Cop Award Committee uses 

for selection is: 

i.  A member of the Retiree’s Association in 

 good standing, 

ii. That committed the most in supporting the 

organization by volunteering their time, 

iii. Regular attendee of meetings, 

iv. Applying their skills in numerous ways, 

v.  In helping raise money to be used in charita-

ble organizations or worthy causes, 

vi Over an extended period of time. 

If you know a member that fits the criteria please 

forward your nomination(s) with a brief history to 

the undersigned. 

 Thank You. 

 Terry Hill, Chairman 

 Top Cop Award Committee 

 905-575-0932 

 eMail: thill391@rogers.com 

tel:905-575-0932
mailto:thill391@rogers.com?subject=Top%20Cop%20Award%20Nomination


In Memorium 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gone from our sight… Never from our Memories 
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2015 

Kathy Burke 

Cst. Brad Clause (Serving) 

Eugene Williams 

 

2014   Honour Roll 

Melanie Bliedung (Serving) 

Lou Chovance 

Keith Farraway 

Myrtle Fenton (James) 

Charlie Fleischman 

Duncan Gent 

Ruth Godwin (Daryl) 

Eleanor Harrison 

Sybil Horton (Rev George) 

Jay Huddleston (d 2013) 

Edmund Lum 

Bernie Mathews 

Grace McDonald (Mac) 

Margaret Precious (Bob) 

Dorothy Patterson (James) 

Pauline Paynter (Bill) 

Robin Richards 

Pat Rombough 

Josie Skeates 

Isabel Spencer 

Brian Wills 

Katherine Wuergler (Arnold) 

The Missing Lunch Caper 
By: Bro. Darryl Buckle 

 

I ’m sure you recall the old and rather shabby Central 

lunch-room that was once a hand-ball court even 

before you and I were taking our mid-shift nourishment 

there and winning (or losing) the odd quarter playing 

euchre or shoot to pass the time.  

What you WON’T recall however is the old Napier 

Street Police station (near Bay Street) that existed from  

approximately 1890 to 1920 - give or take a few years. It 

was dubbed #2 Station and really was a stable for the 

horses although the beat officers of that time would stop 

in there for their lunch hours.  

According to an old news clipping from around 1910 

that I came across from ‘The Hamilton Herald’ or ‘The 

Times’, (both long defunct local newspapers), the officers 

were continually losing their lunches between the time they 

dropped them off until their lunch break. Eventually, some 

enterprising officer came in on his off shift and sat in the 

dark of a night to investigate. (Remember, there were no 

such things as refrigerators or even electric lights back then). 

 I recall reading that the investigation was very successful 

as the officer was able to catch the perpetrators in the act! 

He killed them all….several brown, well-fed rats! ▲ 

Famous Quotes 

The highest of distinctions is ser-

vice to others.   

                                   King George VI 



H
a

m
il

to
n

 P
o

li
c

e
 R

e
ti

re
e

s
 A

s
s

o
c

ia
ti

o
n

  

2
0

1
5

  
B

o
a

rd
 o

f 
D

ir
e

c
to

rs
  

 PRESIDENT PIETER CIERE (BRENDA) ..................................... 905.383.4921 
  pciere@gmail.com 

VICE-PRESIDENT TERRY HILL  (GAIL) ............................................. 905.575.0932 
  thill391@rogers.com 
TREASURER CRAIG ELLIS (PATRICIA) ...................................... 905.388.4415 
  sewsille1@gmail.com 
SECRETARY DIANNE JACKSON ................................................ 905.574.0020 
  hundog@sourcecable.net 

PAST PRESIDENT PHIL SLACK (YVONNE) ........................................ 289.286.3026 
  filslak@rogers.com 

PENSIONS PHIL SLACK & BOB SLACK 

                           

BENEFITS/PPAO Phil Slack & Terry Hill  
  
BENEVOLENT CATH COLLARD .................................................. 905.635.8313 
                                                                                                scollard@cogeco.ca 

SOCIAL EVENTS RODNEY PIEON (VIVIENNE) .................................. 905.628.6849 
  rpieon396@gmail.com 

CHARITY STEVE BINCH (ROSIE) ......................................... 905.528.5283 
                                                                                                         steve.binch174@gmail.com 
VOLUNTEER BRUCE ELWOOD .................................................. 905.318.1830 
                                                                            sam856@bell.net 
MEMBERSHIP and BOB SLACK (LINDA) ............................................ 905.648.7125 
TUCK SHOP  bslack53@gmail.com 
  

NEWSPEEK BERNIE EVANS  ................................................... 905.628.4660 
  be.evans@primus.ca 
MUSEUM PIETER CIERE, TERRY HILL, BRUCE ELWOOD 
  

 
AD HOC COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
GARY ASHBAUGH (JACKIE) RECREATION & MUSEUM ..................................................................   905.538.1338 

  gashbaugh1@rogers.com 

BILL COOK (JANET) MUSEUM & VOLUNTEER ...................................................................   905.387.5428 
                                                                                                                                                            wdcook145@gmail.com 
JOHN COURTNEY (ROSEMARY)  CLUB ............................................................................................   905.383.6624 
                                                                                                                                                            j.courtney@rogers.com 
JIM GALLOWAY  TOP COP AWARD ................................................................................................................................      289.245.1647 
  
BOB COLLINGS (JOYCE) VOLUNTEERS & MUSEUM .............................................................     905.648.8528 
  rcollings1@cogeco.ca 
TED YARMEL (MARY) SPECIAL EVENTS & FUNDRAISING ................................................     905.561.3937 

                                                                                                                                              maryandted@sympatico.ca 

ROY MERRITT (VONNIE) Charity & House .......................................................................     905.383.2381 
 

  

BOARD MEETINGS:   Thurs April 16th; Tues August 11th; Tues September 29th 

All Board Meetings held at the Mountain Station Board Room @ 9:00a.m. 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS: Wed Feb 11
th

;  Wed May 6
th

;  Wed Sept 16
th

;  Wed Nov 18
th

 

 All General Meetings at “THE ASSOCIATION HALL” @ 1:00 p.m. 

  

 

 

2015  MEETINGS  


