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PICTURE 
CHALLENGE 

 
Our Museum has 

many photographs 
that need identifica-

tion. We will be view-
ing many of those for 
your possible identifi-

cation. 
 

And… if you have any 
old police photos at 

home, bring them and 
we’ll scan them into 

our data base. 
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I did the snow-birders escape for the first 
time in my retirement this year with Gail, 
my spouse of 42 years, for those that are not 
aware and we took off to Florida to meet up 
with friends. We took a Caribbean Cruise 
for 7 days, visited with Steve and Rosie 
Binch in their nest in Largo, Florida, ven-
tured to Nashville, Tennessee, got to say 
that you do not need to be a country western 
fan to enjoy the history there and returned 
home almost a month to the day later.  

During that time our HPRA Vice President 
Dave Bowen picked up the 
slack and covered my duties 
admirably for which I thank 
him. Dave has been a busy boy 
since coming onto the board 
and assuming many roles that I 
think are going to be better for 
his attention and foresight. 

We had our Spring Seniors Pub Night at 
St. Peters hospital. John Daniels with the 
help of his wife Charlotte and our many vol-
unteers pulled off a very successful night.  

The Hamilton Police Male Chorus provid-
ed the entertainment. Their performance was 
so good the residents requested and were 
given an encore. Many thanks to our volun-
teers, the Chorus and John for a great event. 

Well our Annual Spring Banquet was, 
once again, a smash hit on Sunday April 24th 
and I’m very proud to report that Pieter Ci-
ere and  Bob Muir (posthumously) were in-
ducted into our Top Cop award. An indepth 
bio of the two will be included in the next 
edition of the Newspeek. 

 Don’t forget to try and attend the Police in 
the Park Event dur ing Police Week, on 
Thursday, May 19th  2016. The Tuck Shop 
will be set up along with the Mobile Trailer 
on the 19th May.  

Also on May 19th we will be unveiling 
the refurbished Paddy Wagon courtesy of 
our own Bill Hendry and the Hamilton 
Police Service. We also have our own 
Golf Tournament coming up Monday, 
June 20th 2016. More details on the Golf 
Tournament to follow. 

For those that are not aware we are fortu-
nate to have three members of our Board 
of Directors who also sit on the Police 
Pensioners Association of Ontario (PPAO) 
Board of Directors. That would be Steve 

Binch, Phil Slack and myself. 
The next PPAO General meeting 
takes place 18th May 2016 at the 
Sandman Hotel in Oakville. The 
PPAO General Meetings are 
open to all members of the 
PPAO which would include any-
one from the HPRA. However, 

you need to register before May 1st 2016 
to get in the door. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Dianne Jackson. 

There have been a few changes since my 
last report. We thought the Club would 
have a new manager in place. A selection 
committee was created and a manager had 
been selected from applications and inter-
views. Unfortunately, that person turned 
down the position so the process contin-
ues. Also with regards to the Club, John 
Courtney is no longer working there. We 
will miss him as our grumpy server. 

Our next General Meeting is Wednes-
day, May 11th 2016 at 1:00pm 2nd floor of 
The Association. I look forward to seeing 
you there. If not I hope everyone has a 

wonderful summer. ■ 

 

 

I 
t has been a long winter that did not seem to want to end. I have been so waiting 
for Mother Nature to kick Old Man Winters’ butt into next year and as I type this 
message I think she may have succeeded. 

Top Cop inductees  

for 2016         

Pieter Ciere and 

Bob Muir 

(posthumously)  
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Benefits 

The Sun Life Extended Health Benefit plan 
does not provide medical benefits for the cost of 
the Shingles Vaccination. However, in discussions 
we had with them to reconsider this, they have 
agreed to allow a one year window for any policy 
holders wishing to obtain the shingles vaccine. 
This will expire on December 31, 2016. 

While speaking of the Shingles vaccine, the 
Provincial government has approved the payment 
of the shingles vaccine for seniors between the 
ages of 65 and 70 under the ODP benefits plan. 
So, before you turn 70 take advantage of this es-
pecially if you need a booster shot. The PPAO had 
been lobbying the government to make this bene-
fit part of Ontario Drug Benefit plan, so perhaps 
our gentle push may have helped in some way. 

As you know, once you have lost your employ-
er provided health benefits many members pur-
chase supplementary extended health benefits. 
Most of our members either choose the PPAO Sun 
Life Plan or the MROO plan (Municipal Retirees 
of Ontario Organization). Some members may 
decide to switch plans for personal reasons. I 
would remind you if you are considering a change 
of plans, to make sure you compare the benefits of 
both plans, as they may be different. Once you 
have left one plan, you cannot return if you are 
unsatisfied with the other plan. 

Pensions 

We reported earlier in the year that our Index-
ing Increase for all OMERS and HWRP pensions 
was 1.16%. Since that time, OMERS has now re-
ported that their investments last year earned a 
return of 6.7 %. Although not as high as last year, 
it beat their required benchmark to meet their 
funding obligations and slowly continue to reduce 
the plan deficit. Considering the Canadian equity 
markets lost 11% in 2015, OMERS’ diversified 
strategies were able to produce a positive return 
which was also good news for those who have ad-
ditional investments in an OMERS AVC portfo-
lio. 

We are still watching to see what will happen 
with the new Ontario Retirement Pension Plan 

which is set to be introduced in 2018. A lot may 
change if the Trudeau government decides to en-
hance the Canada Pension Plan (CPP) 

 

PPAO 

The Semi Annual General Meeting will take 
place on Wednesday May 18, 2016 at the Sandman 
Hotel in Oakville. Opening Ceremonies at 9:00 a.m. 
and finishing around 3:00 p.m. Special rooms rates 
available on Tuesday evening May 17th will enable 
you to enjoy the hospitality.  Hopefully we will have 
a good turnout from Hamilton. 

At the SAGM the PPAO will be announcing a 
new annual PPAO Scholarship Award to Children 
and Grandchildren of PPAO members. The details 
of this award will be announced at the meeting and 
distributed to the membership following the meet-
ing. 

The D.A. Kurt Group Home and Auto AVIVA 
Insurance plan continues to grow due to its great 
discounts. It is their fastest growing Group Home 
and Auto Plan. If you haven’t had a quote, I would 
strongly recommend it at D.A. Kurt Insurance:        
1-800-339-9935. Many members report substantial 
savings when combining their home and auto cover-
age. When requesting a quote inform them you are a 
PPAO Member with the Hamilton Police Retirees 
Association. 

The PPAO are now considering moving our Di-
rectors and Officers Liability Insurance to AVIVA, 
as well as adding Commercial General Liability. 

The success we are having with our Home and 
Auto Insurance, as well as our Sun Life Health Plan 
is allowing us to provide more services to our mem-
bers, such as the Scholarship awards and the re-
duced costs of members attending the SAGM and 
AGM meetings throughout the year. 

Next year will be the PPAO’s 20th year and we 
are in some early planning stages of having a special 
20th Anniversary event to celebrate what we have 
achieved. More information will be forthcoming. 

We are also planning to appoint a temporary 
Board Director to replace Russ Moore who recently-
passed away . This appointment will be in place un-
til the AGM in October when the elections take 
place. 

Steve Binch has undertaken the task of develop-
ing a PPAO Newsletter which will be distributed to 

(Continued on page 3) ► 

Benefits Report 

Phil Slack 
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In Memoriam 
 

Fred Christmas LL.B 

Irene Davies (Frank) 

Carol Davis (Gary) 

Joan  Gillespie 

Robert Hamilton 

James V Hamilton 

Beverly Jones (Gordon) 

Joyce Littlewood (Bill) 

Judith McCoy (John) 

Jack McFarland Sr. 

Stella Morris (Thomas) 

Thomas Morris 

Detective Mike Pidberezny 

Judy Wide 

 

Gone from our sight…  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Quarterly General Meeting 
Wednesday May 11th 1:00 p.m. 

@ The Association 

Come an hour or so early for brunch 

—————————————— 

 

Police in the Park 
May 19

th
 

Presentation of the New Museum Trailer 

Central Station 

 

—————————————— 

 

Hamilton Police Retirees  

Golf Tournament 
Monday June 20th  

—————————————- 

HPA/HPS/HPRA 

Annual Picnic 

Sunday August 21st 
Christie Lake Conservation Area 

the membership at large via e-mail. We hope to 
have it in place later this year 

MROO 

For those retirees who are members of MROO, 
they will be holding their annual Zone meeting on 
May 3rd at Michelangelo’s in Hamilton. It is a great 
day with very informative speakers of interest to 
retirees. It is free to all MROO members and in-
cludes a hot lunch. They usually start at 9:00 a.m. 
and are done by about 2:00 p.m. If you are a MROO 
member you have to register if you are attending. 

That should be easily done on-line or by phone. ■ 

                Phil 

Benefits  (Continued from page 2) 

Stoney Creek Citizen of the Year 
2015 

Wilf and Susan Rogers 
 

Wilf and Susan Rogers have been selected 
Stoney Creek Citizen of the Year for 2015  for 
their volunteer work at the Stoney Creek Food 
Bank and the Royal Canadian Legion Battlefield 
Branch 622.  It has been officially announced by 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

 There will be an Achievement Awards gala, 
Tuesday, May 10 at Winona Vine Estates on 
Glover Road, Stoney Creek.      Tickets are $65 
per person or a table of 10 for $500.  Tickets can 
be booked through the Stoney Creek Chamber of 
Commerce office at 905-664-4000. ■ 
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Hello Members, 

The current number of retired HPRA members  
stands at 776.  As of this report, 509 persons have 
paid their dues for 2016.  Last year, approximately 
619 members had paid their dues.   

As you can see renewals this year are down con-
siderably. You are encouraged to renew if you 
have not done so, and send your 2016 membership 
payment of $15.00 for members and $5.00 for sur-
viving spouses. If you know someone who is not 
receiving notices it’s probably because their dues 
are not paid. Remind them to send there dues and 
make their cheque payable to HPRA, and send it to 
us at: 

 The Association 

555 Upper Wellington St.,  

Hamilton, ON,  L9A 3P8 

Don’t miss out on being notified of special events 
such as the Annual Spring Luncheon or the Sum-
mer Picnic. 

Fraternally,  

Bob Slack 

Membership Chairman 

 

2016 Membership Report   

by: Bob Slack 
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A Pub night at  
St. Peter’s Hospital 

By: John Daniels 
 

On the 29th of March we held a Pub Night at St. Peters 
Hospital on Maplewood Avenue in Hamilton. 

There was an exceptional turn-out of board members 
and their spouses. Consequently we had a good number of 
people to make the evening a success. 

We brought and served beer, wine, pop, chips and 
munchies, melon balls, cheese trays and a variety of pizza. 

Just over 65 people attended, approximately 55 patients 
and 10 support persons or family members.   As well, 
there were approximately 20 volunteers/ staff members 
(13 of us and about 7 hospital staff volunteers). 

We also had the Police Chorus attend, which presented 
the highlight of the evening.  Hospital staff corresponded 
with us the following day to say that the following morn-
ing patients were still talking about the event.  They had a 
very good time and our effort was very much appreciated. 

The following is a quote from a staff member: 

 The Director at St. Peters, Leslie Gillies wrote to say: 

 "Our patients and families were so appreciative of the 
music and food and refreshments!!   Please thank the 
Chorus and Retirees Association on our behalf.”       

If you have never attended one of our Pub Nights to var-
ious Senior’s Homes throughout the City, please talk to 
one of your executive members. We’d love to see 
you.  You will enjoy yourself and we can use your help. ■ 

Featured True Cop Story: 

Big Fat Turkey 

“We're on a traffic stop and my partner walks 

up to a van filled with a family obviously on a 

vacation. 

(Note: My partner was a little heavy at the 

time.)  

He starts cracking up as soon as he gets to 

the window. After coming back to the car, still 

laughing, I couldn't stand it any longer. "What 

the heck?" I asked.  

Partner says, "As I walked up, the little kid in 

the back seat says real loud 'That's not a big 

fat turkey, daddy. That's a policeman!' " 


