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   Happy 2020!!!  Wow what a year.  I 

am convinced that at some point this 

year, Godzilla will make an appearance 

but I am willing to be wrong. 

   All Retiree Events are cancelled for 

the rest of the year, including both Gen-

eral Meetings and we are very sad about 

that.  Some of your Board did a lot of 

work getting ready but in the end we 

could not see our way forward. (I have 

included a picture from another Turkey 

Roll where John and Charlotte Daniels 

did so much work.) 

    We have decided to try to hold the 

November General Meeting over the 

internet using “Webex”.  We are keenly 

aware that many of you will not be able 

or willing to try this ‘2020’ innovation 

but we felt we should try.  You will 

hear more about this ‘Virtual’ meeting 

very soon. 

   During the Pandemic we have contin-

ued to offer Health Coverage advice 

and any other information particular 

members may need. We are always 

available to help connect you to the 

proper services and Agency.  We can 

also connect you to long lost Brothers 

and Sisters you may want reach out to 

for a ‘chat’.  We also try to keep up 

with the health and well being of our 

members as it becomes available to us. 

Our Dave Broom and Steve Binch col-

laborated to create a form and then 

worked with the City of Hamilton and 

our Paramedics to finesse the form you 

can fill in your personal information 

“health history” and Contact numbers.  

Then you tape it to your own Fridge.  In 

the event of a Medical Emergency you 

can tell the Paramedics to look at the 

form and they get all the information 

they need.  A link to this form was in-

serted with the City of Hamilton Taxes 

last Spring. 

Medical Information Forms can save 

valuable time in an emergency. 

Make it easy for Paramedics to find 

your important medical information by 

completing your form today. Speaking 

for you when you cannot speak 

NEXT STEPS: 

Visit www.Hamilton.ca/emergency-

services/paramedics 

Fill in the online Medical Information 

Form 
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    Presidents Message     Dave Bowen 
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  Place a copy in a clear plastic bag and tape it to the 

outside of your refrigerator door. When Paramedics 

arrive let them know that you have a medical infor-

mation sheet available on the fridge. 

 I understand the Club is open at 4pm, Tuesday-

Saturday but you need to call Nichole for seating 

Have a good Fall within your ‘bubble’ and continue 

to Be Safe. 

 

 

 

We now have a total membership of 900, with 700 

in good standing. 

Since the last NewsPeek we have welcomed the 

following new retirees: 

Michael Lamble       Kerry Bernier 

Jodi Pesce               Claus Wagner 

Erwin Wiens            Terry Zadvorny 

Paul Staats                Janet Foster 

Bonnie Stergulc 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Georgina Couture 

Tim Bain 

Danato Kassay 

John Wilkins 

 

Gone from our sight…  

Never from our  memories 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT         BOB SLACK 



 

   

   Ladies and Gentlemen, 

   Benefits and Insurance- Over the past few 

months I have been contacted by several members 

regarding supplemental medical insurance needs 

post 65 and the use of the Health Spending Account 

(HAS). I am happy that we are receiving these in-

quiries from our members as it has been a long road 

and a lot of preaching for people to plan for their 

post 65 medical, dental and travel needs. 

    

Please understand I will continue where my prede-

cessor, Phil Slack, left off when it comes to member 

awareness for considerations to post-65 supplement 

insurance needs. I am more than willing to talk to 

any of our members about this topic. Please call me, 

text me or email me if you have questions, concerns 

or maybe a happy story that we can share. 

 

   On that note the Municipal Retirees of Ontario 

(MROO) is again hosting an open enrollment pro-

gram in the month of September 2020 for supple-

mental insurance for members 50-75 years of age. 

MROO did a similar open enrollment a few years 

ago and had several of our members take advantage. 

Medical issues change frequently and what you 

thought was needed may require supplemental in-

surance today. Please review your medical needs. 

Some members are relying on the HSA to provide 

medical coverage post 65. If that works for you 

great.  

    

   However that HSA will be terminated at some 

point and you will lose the benefits from that plan.       

Fortunately both Sun Life and MROO have taken  

the position that the HSA is a employer group plan. 

This means that you can apply for supplemental in-

surance, if needed, from either Sun Life or MROO if 

you apply within the 60 day termination of benefits 

period. With MROO’S open enrollment if you 

missed the cutoff date and you are under 75 years of 
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Past President—PPAO Directors Report 

Terry Hill 

age you can apply for supplemental insurance during 

September of this year. We have been advised by Sun 

Life that they are separating from RSA for supple-

mental travel insurance.  

 

   We have not received details of who they are going 

with yet. We will let you know when we know.  

Just to be clear the RSA (Royal SunLife Alliance) 

Travel Insurance is for insurance to cover trips not 

covered by the 60 day travel insurance included with 

the extended Sun Life benefits. This would be for trip 

cancellation, luggage insurance and top up insurance 

for trips lasting more than 60 days. If you have taken 

out RSA Insurance for a pending trip you will still be 

covered. 

 

   OMERS Pension- You all should have received the 

notices of changes in the OMERS plan as a result of a 

review that was done and the announcement of the 

new CEO. Mike Rolland. 

   Interesting times with OMERS in trying to predict 

where the economy is heading and where their invest-

ments will be best protected. Like all pension plans 

OMERS is not going to come out of this unscathed but 

it appears that their investment strategies learned from 

the 2008 financial crisis may dull the pain. We will be 

keeping tabs on what transpires over the coming 

months and keep you posted. 

 

   Communications- The HPA has switched to a new 

Internet Service Provider which had put a damper on 

the distribution of information for a while. Bob Slack 

has been working closely with the new web master 

learning the new systems and how it works. There is a 

learning curve which we hope will not last too long. 

LOL If you have not been to the web site recently take 

a look and let us know what you think.  We continue to 

distribute information that we receive from the PPAO 

and notices from members to share.  

Terry 
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The Way We Were... 

By Bob Rankin 

Officers Down. (5th May 1949) 

   Constable Jim Campbell played the call by the 

numbers.  Flattened against the east wall of the Hub  

City Men's Wear store at1359 Main St. in east Hamil-

ton (now Ciotti Insurance), he peeked cautiously 

around the corner of the building and into the rear 

yard. The information that had crackled over the car 

radio had been correct; two men were trying to pry 

the bars from a window but their efforts were clumsy, 

their jimmy a mere plank jammed between the bars. 

Judging that he'd given his colleagues enough time to 

get into position, Campbell stepped into view. Pre-

dictably, the two men abandoned their efforts and ran 

for a nearby alley.  Campbell shouted a warning then 

headed in after them. 

 

   After almost fifty years, the circumstances sur-

rounding what happened next are unclear. What be-

gan as a routine call, ended with gunfire, men strug-

gling desperately, curses, fear, blood and pain.  The 

miracle was that nobody died. 

 

   Shortly after 1:15 a.m. on the morning of May 5th, 

1949, Constables Campbell and Herb Connolly field-

ed a routine "entry in progress" call. Sergeant Arthur 

Ellis, who was with them in the cruiser, must have 

perked up his ears when he heard the location since 

he lived just around the comer at 19 Huxley Avenue 

North. Although he was in uniform, he was unarmed, 

which suggests he was heading home.  (In those days 

we had to sign in and out of the station and travel to 

and from work in uniform). 

 

   Their plan was simple: Ellis and Connolly would 

seal off the south end of the alley between the Main 

Jewellery Store, which was next to the men's wear 

store, and the Community Theatre just west of that 

again while Campbell would make his way to the rear 

of the building. Anyone in the rear yards would be 

trapped between them. 

 

   As Jim Campbell entered the darkened alley from 

the north, he could just make out the silhouettes of 

Ellis and Connolly at the south end and in between, 

the denser shadows of two crouching figures. When 

he got to within five feet of one of the crouching men, 

he was fired upon without warning.  It is here that 

opinions diverge.  Constable Campbell said that the 

same man fired upon Constable Connolly then forced 

his way back in the direction he had come leaving one 

man in the alley; however, newspaper accounts of the 

day suggest that two men were left behind. 

 

   In any event, Jim Campbell left Connolly and Ellis 

to contend with whoever remained and courageously 

chased after his man. Running across open ground, 

the gunman took two wild shots at Campbell from 

point blank range but missed. Campbell tried to draw 

his own revolver but had trouble getting it clear of his 

holster.  When he did pull it free and tried to return 

fire, it misfired. 

   As he cleared the wasted round, the gunman turned 

suddenly, knelt and fired.  This time his bullet found 

its mark striking Jim's left shinbone. Adrenaline 

pumping, Jim managed to run as far as Huxley Ave-

nue before his shinbone shattered. He managed to get 

off one shot but could only lie on the ground and 

watch in pain and frustration as his quarry ran off into 

the night. 

 

   Back in the alley, Connolly and Ellis had fared just 

as badly. Both had been shot; the unarmed Ellis 

through the left shoulder close to his neck arteries at  
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close range, and Connolly in the groin and back as 

he wrestled with one of the men. At least one of 

the men made his escape by bolting across Main 

Street, narrowly being missed by a passing Street-

car in the process, and into the alley by Rankin's 

Restaurant. All they left behind were a Luger pis-

tol, some 9 mm casings, a couple of flashlights 

and a glove. 

   In the flurry of activity that followed, a 21 year-

old petty crook by the name of Joseph Hasler was 

found with a gun in his car. Behind closed doors 

he talked. He admitted being at the break-in with 

two other men but made it clear he hadn't shot an-

yone, In court he was sentenced to two years im-

prisonment after pleading guilty to the weapons 

charge and attempted shop breaking. 

   A few days after Hasler's arrest, another small 

time criminal, 21 year-old Arthur Taylor, had a 

chat with his minister then gave himself up to the 

police. He also said he was one of three men who 

were involved in the attempted break-in and ad-

mitted he was the one who shot Constable Camp-

bell. As the shooter, he went to prison for four 

years. 

The mysterious third man, if he ever existed, has 

never been identified. 

Information courtesy: Det. Mike Campbell, the 

Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police Service and 

the Hamilton Spectator . 

NOTE: Jim Campbell was Det. Mike Campbell's 

father. On 12th September, 1972 as the lieutenant 

in charge of the Persons Section of the C.I.B., 

while assisting the Crown at a murder trial, he ex-

perienced chest pains but refused to go home. He 

died of two massive heart attacks. At the time he 

was 50 years old. 

 

 

   Joseph Hasler drowned in Hamilton Harbour in 1969. 

Arthur Taylor still lives in Hamilton's north end. In Octo-

ber 1995, he told me there were only  two people in-

volved that night just as the dispatcher and Constable 

Campbell had said. When we discussed who shot the oth-

er two policemen, he said,"I guess I'm responsible for 

shooting the three of them." He confirmed that Hasler 

hadn't shot anyone. 

 

 

 

 Editors Note :  I checked the surrounding communities 

on the internet and the only major city that had not listed 

their ceremony locations and dates was the City of    

Hamilton.  Most other communities in Southern Ontario 

have services on November 11th . 

 

VIRTUAL GENERAL MEETING 

   We are going to send out an e mail about this. 

For those members that receive the Newspeek by 

mail but may want to try a virtual meeting over 

the internet through a relative or friend the date is 

NOVEMBER 25 1:00 PM. The meeting will use 

the internet program called Webex which we 

have been using since April of this year for our 

meetings.  Please contact us if you want to 

“attend”  the meeting so we can send you the 

joining instructions. 

      LEST WE FORGET 

Don’t forget to purchase and wear a        

poppy this season and attend  a service at 

the cenotaph of your choice. 


