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    We seem to have turned some sort 

of corner, while we suffer together 

during the recent health crisis.  I hope 

that you are all continuing to remain 

safe and healthy 

   We have a General Meeting coming 

up on Wednesday, November 16 at 

1pm, at the Club.  We will be electing 

a new Board on that date.  Please join 

us and help us remain strong together. 

   On October 18 I attended the 25th 

Anniversary of the Police Pensioners 

Assn. of Ontario, along with other 

members of the Board.  We helped 

found this Association 25 years ago 

and it remains strong and important in 

the battle to maintain our pensions and 

health benefits. 

   On a different topic, I wanted to talk 

about the strength and breadth of the 

Hamilton Police Retirees.  We have 

retirees living all over Ontario and 

Canada, “from sea to shining sea”, 

while many others live all over the 

United States and Central America.  

Some are living in south-east Asia, 

Bermuda and England.  Jamie Eitel is 

the son of my dearly departed friend 

John Eitel.  He is living in New 

Hampshire and of course knows us 

very well.  He is currently volunteer-

ing in a small group called the New 

Hampshire Police Association Pipes 

 

HPRA 

 

President’s Message                   Dave Bowen 

and Drums.  He proudly displays an old 

Hamilton Wentworth Regional Police 

Shoulder Flash on his uniform and 

spreads our fame to the north-east. 

   The Band was formed after the ‘line-of-

duty’ death of New Hampshire Sgt James 

Noyes in 1994.  The band’s primary mis-

sion is to honour New Hampshire’s fallen 

law enforcement officers by providing a 

musical accompaniment to funer-

al and memorial services. The 

band’s secondary mission is 

to celebrate the accomplishments of active 

and retired law enforce-

ment officers, veterans, and service mem-

bers by playing at various promotional 

ceremonies. 

   There are currently 940 Hamilton Police 

Retirees eligible to join our organization, 

including widows and widowers.  About 

730 are paid-up members.  Always re-

member where we came from and who we 

represent. 
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If you can’t join us on November 13 please attend a memorial service at a cenotaph 

of your choice                                         

 

In Memoriam 

    

Robert Nesbitt 

Keitha Nicholson 

Heather Tyrrell 

David Beech 

Shelley Gaylard 

Doug Irwin  

              

               

Gone from our sight…  

Never from our  memories 

Greetings Hamilton Police Retirees 

Pre- Planning – Hamilton Garrison Parade 

November 13th 2022 

   On behalf of Hamilton Police Retiree’s Association 

President Mr. David Bowen, your Board of Directors, 

Mr. Peter Abi-Rashed, and myself, we hope this 2022 

Hamilton Garrison Parade Update finds you and your 

loved ones healthy and safe, and enjoying our summer 

weather.  

   So much in our world has changed since our last un-

restricted attendance in the Hamilton Garrison Parade. 

In 2019, the Hamilton Police Retirees Association led 

the Garrison Parade with our largest contingent in 

many years. Seventy-Three (73) retirees. A spectacular 

turn out! A testament to our commemoration of re-

membrance, honouring the values and commitment of 

those who came before us, who fought bravely and in 

far too many cases, sacrificed their lives to make Cana-

da the best country in the world. Today, the world stage 

of conflicts re-enforces just how lucky we are to live in 

Canada, as imperfect as it may be. As retiree’s, the val-

ues we pass onto our children, grandchildren and in 

many cases today, great grandchildren, will define our 

legacy in years to come. 

   The Hamilton Police Retirees Association is excited 

at the prospect of improving upon our 2019 seventy -

three (73) member turnout. The example we set in this 

parade has meaning. Serving officers observe our pres-

ence. The public observes our presence.  Our collective 

presence shows we honour, we remember, we care. 

Never has it been so important that public trust in their 

police be improved upon. We can help. Let’s march. 

How to Pre-Register - Send an email to:  

kerry.eaton@icloud.com or peter.56@rogers.com 

Peter Abi-Rashed   Kerry Eaton 



 

    

   I hope all of you are well and are enjoying the last 

vestiges of Autumn.   I have just returned from Scot-

land and brought home with me COVID.  After al-

most 2 weeks of coughing and wheezing and aches 

and pains I can honestly say I feel somewhat better.  

Rapid test this morning showed a very faint line at 

the “T” so it is slowly but surely leaving me.      

   Through Bob Slack I have been receiving requests 

for Insurance information whether it be Travel or 

Extended Health Care and hopefully my info has 

been of help to you.  Please contact me at – 

jsrusnak.51@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

   Travel insurance for some of us can be rather cost-

ly, especially for those who head to warmer climes 

for a number of months.  People such as me with pre

-existing conditions have a hard time meeting the 

stability clauses set out by insurance providers.  Be-

fore my trip to Scotland, I found it frustrating to find 

a provider as the lowest stability period was 90 

days.   

   Terry Hill mentioned “Away Care” as a possible 

provider.  After contacting them and providing an-

swers to their medical questions I was able to pro-

cure a two-week policy with a 7 day pre-trip stabil-

ity period at a very low cost.  Much lower than I ex-

pected.   Courtney Hinrichs the “Travel Guardian” 

rep has been invited to our AGM in November to 

talk about her company and plans.  Hopefully you 

can attend and listen to her presentation. 

   Our OMERS is chugging along and still keeping 

pace with all of the abnormalities of the day.  Unfor-

tunately, there was a dip in our funding totals for the 

first 6 months of 2022 so hopefully the fund can get 

back on track in the last 6.   
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PPAO/Benefits Directors Report     John Rusnak 

 

 

    Calculation of the next COLA raise will take place 

at the end of October.  Beginning January 1st, 2023, all 

non-fulltime employees will be permitted to join 

OMERS. If you haven’t already, please read the latest 

OMERS Newsletter and fill out the Readership Sur-

vey.  Let OMERS know what you would like to see in 

future Newsletters.   

   Your input is important.  There will be an infor-

mation session “The Power of your Pension – Retirees 

– Hamilton” put on by OMERS on November 10th 

2:00pm to 3:30pm at C Hotel by Carmen’s.  1530 

Stone Church Road East, Hamilton.  See the link to pre

-register in Jaimie Bannon’s E-mail dated September 

27th.   

   The PPAO is celebrating it’s 25th Anniversary with 

a tribute dinner in conjunction with its AGM on Oct 

18th and 19th.   A few of our Board members will be 

attending to represent us.  The 25th Anniversary 

Newsletter has been sent out and contains a number of 

interesting articles.   

    As we speak our new HPRA website is being 

ramped up.  Hopefully within the next couple of 

months it will be up and running.  Terry Hill has been 

the lead on this adventure and I would like to thank 

him for his efforts.  Great job Terry.  I hope to see you 

at our AGM on November 16th, 1:00pm at the Associ-

ation Club.   

JR 
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   The committee can then sit down and make an in-

formed decision on which company to go with. I am 

hoping to have everything up and running by the 

AGM. 

   I sincerely hope that our current board has spoken 

with our President to provide their intentions for the 

coming AGM nominations and elections. I also hope 

that you have been shaking the bushes to get more 

people out and involved. For the record, should current 

President Dave Bowen, step down as President I will 

not be running for a position on the board. I do hope 

that I would be considered for a position on the Ad-

hoc Committee. 

Terry 

 

 

  Update: 

As a result of Terry’s report the President approached 

the Chief and shares the following; 

   Chief Bergen has agreed to continue the practice of 

allowing Retirees to purchase their own sports jacket, 

such as in this pic of Past President Terry Hill.  Prop-

erty Stores will issue you with a Police Crest to be 

sewn on the front.  

 

 

    

   I attended the 2022 Tribute Dinner at Michelan-

gelo’s Banquet Centre. It was great to see all the sur-

viving spouses that did attend. Things started off 

slow but with the persistence of Cath Collard, Dianne 

Jackson, and the rest of the volunteers we had a fair 

number of surviving spouses in attendance. I had the 

pleasure of acting as the Master of Ceremony for the 

event which I hope was well received. Nobody threw 

food at me anyhow.  Congratulations to Cath and Di-

anne for organizing another successful event. 

   I also attended the Celebration of Life for David 

Beech in Brantford. I was pleased to see the number 

of people in attendance including a number of Da-

vid’s colleagues from the HPS and HPRA. I had an 

opportunity to speak with David’s wife, Mary, and 

their children. Mary was provided the contact infor-

mation at City Hall for claiming David’s life insur-

ance from the City. 

   While at the Celebration of Life for David I was 

approached by a few of our members asking about 

the HPS blazer I was wearing. They would like to 

obtain one. I couldn’t answer the questions for how 

to obtain the crest or blazer. We used to be able to get 

the crest from stores to be placed on any blazer the 

member purchased.  

   I will be attending the HPS Memorial Service this 

coming Thursday, 13 October at Christ Church Ca-

thedral on James St. N. Service starts at 7:00pm for 

those that will be attending. We have received one 

quote for our email and website system. I can tell you 

that the price quoted is substantially lower than I had 

anticipated. I am waiting for a second quote from an-

other provider which will be in by end of business 

today. 
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    Hello fellow retirees.  Our total number of retir-

ees is 950, which compares to 930 at the time of my 

report at this time last year.  This year we’ve wel-

comed the following new retirees: 

Hendrick Vandercraats Andrew Dunlop 

Sandra Black   John Randazzo 

Cathy Bell   Ronald Stewart 

Pamela Whitley  Paul Mallen 

Bruce Farquhar  Paul Henderson 

Mattthew Allcroft  RossMemmollo 

Michael Baker               Wendy Farquhar 

Debbie Wilkie              Jay Turner 

Dave Oleniuk    Jennifer Azulay 

Dawn Cossar   Darcia Hamilton 

Emidio Evangelista             Wendell Leytham 

Marco Del Conte  Michael Avia 

Jeffrey Shadbolt  Greg Huss 

Carlene McDowall            Anna Pellizzari 

Jerome Champagne 

Of the 950 members, 725 have paid for 2022.  

Thank you for your support We hope that all mem-

bers will consider renewing or activating your 

membership for 2023..  Your dues funds are used 

for paying postage, meeting expenses and general 

operating expenses.  

Over the past month or two, we’ve been attempting 

to make sure that our database contains the most up

-to-date contact information.  We’ve found a few 

numbers no longer in service. If you have changed 

your phone number or e-mail address over the past 

few months, please let us know of the change.  

    

   On Wednesday the 5th The HPRA House Committee, 

(Myself, Peter Abi-Rashed and Craig Ellis) met with 

the new Club manager, Matt Leonard and Hope Paiva 

(HPA House Committee). Matt is looking forward to 

working towards making The Club a place where mem-

bers look forward to come in with family and friends 

and a have great time. Hope has extensive past hospi-

tality experience and is committed to bringing The 

Club back to a place that members frequent. 

Here are the highlights; 

   A new menu should be out in mid November.Why?

The new kitchen staff are presently being trained. It is 

very important that for all kitchen staff learn to prepare 

each item so that no matter who is working, the menu 

item will be properly prepared and consistent every 

time it’s ordered. The other learning curve is learning 

the best way to prepare the menu items in the limited 

kitchen space and equipment.  

Specials.Weekly and daily specials will be coming 

once the kitchen staff is up to speed. 

 Wednesday Morning Breakfast 

  Again, once the kitchen staff is up to speed Wednes-

day Breakfast will return. However the for-

mat may change to a buffet style. 

   Hours of Operation  The Club is open Tuesday to 

Saturday from 4:00 pm to 11:00 pm. Right now the 

menu is limited, but will be expanding.  

Upstairs Hall 

      Matt is open to getting members (clubs/groups/

meetings) back utilizing the hall. So, come over to The 

Club meet Matt and enjoy a good meal.  

HPRA House Committee Dennis Bryson Craig Ellis 

Peter Abi-Rashed 
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