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      General Membership Meeting 

   This Association has not held a Gen-

eral Membership Meeting since No-

vember 2019.  Thank you Covid.  Cur-

rent Provincial Regulations permit us to 

have an indoor meeting as long we are 

checking for vaccination status and 

questioning everyone for illness and 

Covid contact.  Your Board has decided 

to hold a General Membership Meeting. 

Thursday, December 2, 2021, 1pm, 

555 Upper Wellington. (downstairs) 

   The downstairs is licenced to hold 

148 people.  There are currently more 

than 900 Police Retirees and more than 

600 of them are dues-paying members 

of this Association.  (We have never 

hosted a general meeting with more 

than 50 people in recent times.)  Bob 

Slack will be present accepting dues for 

2022 

   All new Retirees from 2020 and 

2021!   Please come out for a meet and 

greet.  There are some small door prizes 

and a 50/50 draw.  The Hamilton Police 

Association has discount cards for 

Marks Work Warehouse, and they will 

be available. 

   Members of our Board will greet eve-

ryone at the door and ask for proof of 

vaccination, ask all the usual questions, 

 

HPRA 

 

    Presidents Message     Dave Bowen 

and document your name and phone. 

There will be a guest speaker. 

    We will hold elections and a new 

Board will be selected.  I am hoping 

that everyone on our current Board 

will stay but we can always use new 

blood. 

   We will use this meeting to gauge 

interest in holding future events, such 

as the Spring Luncheon or a golf tour-

nament or a Turkey Roll.  (of course in 

accordance with health guidelines) 

 

President’s Report 

   This Association was formed in 1981 

through the hard work of a lot of peo-

ple who are mostly gone now.  I think 

the only remaining founder of our 

group might be Ed Kodis.  I suspect 

that he will outlive us all. 

    I recently came across a binder con-

taining a copy of every Newspeek we 

have ever published.  They start in 

1981 and offer a fascinating picture, 

from simpler times.  This binder is 

stored in the Police Museum.  Another 

more recent binder from 2006 – pre-

sent is kept by our current editor, Rod 

Pieon, thanks Rod.  If anyone wants to 

look at the old Newspeek issues, just 

ask one of us. 
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   PRES REPORT Cont’d 

   Which reminds me, the Museum is now permitted to 

open by Provincial Authority and in limited circum-

stances.  If you have not been up there for a look, let me 

know. 

   We recently discovered that one of our members, Liz 

Moore is suffering from substantial memory loss.  She 

is a very nice woman, but she does not have any family.  

Lynda and I went over to Macassa Lodge and had a nice 

visit.  If you knew or worked with her, please find the 

time for a visit.  (There are a lot of testing and questions 

before you can enter the building.)  If anyone knows a 

retiree who is faced with similar circumstances, please 

contact any of us for assistance. 

Membership 

   Our total number of retiree members is 930 at the time 

of this printing. So far, 723 have paid dues for 2021. We 

thank those who renewed this year, for their support. 

Members not paid-up, lose their subscription to the 

Newspeek and Retiree e-mail updates, and messages of 

interest to our members. We have reinstated those can-

celled subscriptions, so that you can receive this New-

sPeek and a reminder that 2022 membership payments 

will be due on January 1. If you paid, but did not have 

internet access, you would have received a 2021 mem-

bership card. If you have internet access, and paid, you 

would have received an e-mail confirmation.(We’ve 

saved considerable postage costs with the e-mail confir-

mation).  

   If you don’t have a 2021 card, or e-mail confirmation, 

please consider paying your dues for 2022. It helps cov-

er our mailing costs, meeting expenses, board member 

expenses, etc. If you wish to submit your dues make 

your cheque payable to: THE HAMILTON POLICE 

RETIREES ASSOCIATION And drop it off or mail it 

to: 555 Upper Wellington St., Hamilton, ON, L9A 3P8 

We now also offer an online banking e-transfer payment 

                                      Membership  & Volunteers              

option. Send it to hpra.treasurer@gmail.com.  

 

Volunteers 

   The last two years have been devoid of events 

leaving the opportunities for volunteering nonex-

istent. There appears to be a sense of hopefulness 

that 2022 will bring a broader relaxing of restraints 

and restrictions. Volunteerism has been a wonder-

ful pastime for many of our HPRA members. 

Whatever the need our members have always 

stepped up to assist. I thank you all for that. 

2021 Grey Cup 

   Several months ago the Canadian Football 

League announced that the 2021 Grey Cup would 

be held on December 12th in Hamilton. HPRA Di-

rector Bob Slack spoke with Ti-Cat Festival organ-

izers and learned that volunteer drivers would be 

required for the event. A call went out for drivers 

and 26 HPRA members registered for the week 

long event. We have had several conversations 

with the Ti-Cats and as we move closer to the date 

the details are slowly being worked out. The size 

of the festival and it’s requirements have been re-

duced drastically but the transportation team is an 

integral part of the event and will likely operate the 

same. 

   Again, I would like to thank you all for your vol-

unteerism and I look forward to the Grey Cup and 

a renewal of the events which have been absent for 

the last two years. 

J. Rusnak, Volunteer Coordinator 

 



 

 

   Boy the summer sure blew by quickly and what a 

fall we have had. I know we will pay for all this 

great weather eventually, but I will enjoy it while 

we can. 

   A few things have been happening since the last 

Newspeek; 

PPAO AGM- The virtual AGM went off with nary 

a hitch. A lot of good information was shared and I 

think for the most part we had a good meeting.  

    

   Something coming down the pipe that I have been 

waiting for is the new Group Health, Dental and 

Travel insurance with Sun Life. Unfortunately we 

couldn’t finalize the agreement with Sun Life before 

I stepped down from the board however, I have been 

assured that there will be a new and better product 

for our members to take advantage of by 01st Janu-

ary 2022. Details of the improved plan should be out 

by the beginning of December if not sooner. Such is 

life, I did try. 

 

   We have a new board and President of the PPAO, 

Wayne Omardeen. Wayne comes with a wealth of 

experience in association style business from Peel as 

a retiree from there. Unfortunately again we do not 

have a full compliment of members for our PPAO 

board. Mike Tarini from North Bay stayed on as did 

Chris Oram from Sarnia. Both great guys and pro-

vide a great deal of experience for the new board. 

The newest member is Wayne Stickley. You will 

need to read up on Wayne when the PPAO updates 

their directors biographies. 
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Past President—PPAO Directors Report 

Terry Hill 

 

   If you have time and an interest in sitting on the 

PPAO Board please let me know. I would be happy to 

put a name forward from Hamilton.  

OMERS- I have already received inquiries about the 

COLA increase for 2022. A little too early for that. 

Look for this information the beginning of December. 

From what I have been told and read there has been 

considerable improvement in the OMERS investments 

since January. I understand the results will be impres-

sive. We will see.  

   The COLA amount is based on the percentage deter-

mined by the change in the Canadian consumer price 

index (CPI) from September to September. The COLA 

cap set by the Stats Canada board; for 2020—2022, the 

maximum COLA that can be applied is 2.1 per cent. 

HPRA AAGM- With the coming HPRA AGM in per-

son at the Club I hope to see many of you. If you are 

interested in participating on the HPRA Board or have 

some volunteer time available to help with projects and 

events I would like to hear from you so your name can 

be put forward. 

Communications- Bob Slack has been doing most of 

the work with passing around the information we re-

ceive to share and notifying the membership of those 

we have lost. So thank you Bob for your efforts. 

 

   Many thanks to Rod Pieon for his time and talent in 

preparing the Newspeek. Also to those that submit an 

article to enlighten our members. 

Terry 
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OUR REMEBRANCE PAGE      

 

In Memoriam 

  Marv Sagar 

Marie Venn 

     Gone from our sight…  

Never from our  memories 

 

 

 

HPS Fallen Officer’s grave review.   

May 30/20. 

   Today I attended all six graves of our fallen offic-

ers. Barron, McMurich and Raynes graves stone or 

plate are all good.  Pryer grave plate is beginning to 

sink but no problem right now. 

   Gregory grave plate is sinking. But all of the other 

plates are the same, approx. 100 of them. They are 

sinking “level “and no grass growing over = nothing 

we can do about this. 

   Clark grave plate is sinking and beginning to cov-

er over by grass. I cleaned it up and it looks fine. 

This is the grave that was completely covered over. 

We have had the plate raised a few years ago. Sug-

gest we monitor this grave. There are no problems 

with any of the graves that require our attention. 

 

 

 

Nov 4/20 – update. 

Today I attended all six graves and there are no prob-

lems/issues that require our attention. My comments 

from above are the same now. 

I will return to the grave’s in Spring ’21. 

Apr 3/21 – update. 

Today I attended all six graves and there are no prob-

lems/issues that require our attention. My comments 

from May 20/20 are the same now.  

I will return to the grave’s in Fall ’21. 

Nov 6/21.- update 

Today I attended all six graves and there are no prob-

lems/issues that require our attention. My comments 

from Apr 3/21 are the same now. 

I will return to the grave’s in Spring ‘22. 

I suggest that in Spring ’22 someone join me on the 

grave review. This will ensure that another person 

knows of the grave locations.  

Brother Dave Cummins 

 

 Editor’s note : Remember the Newspeek is your pub-

lication to keep us all connected, informed, and maybe 

entertained .  Feel free to reach out to me with some-

thing you think we would all like and enjoy and con-

tribute to our family even in retirement .   

   For example, recently I read an article from MROO 

magazine in July about the Red Winged BlackBirds. It 

was short and informative and included a picture.  We 

all have different interests and experiences lets share  

and keep in touch ! 
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The Way We Were… 

By Bob Rankin  

 

CONSTABLE JAMES BARRON 

(Murdered 1903) 

   We tend to think of life 100 years ago as more idyllic, more gracious. than today, and that policemen of that 

era, big and brawny as they were, handled street crime with nothing more than physical strength and, from 

time to time, an accurately wielded truncheon, 

   While that may have been essentially true, Monday the 24tth of October, 1903, proved to be the exception to 

the rule. That was when Constable James Barron became the first Hamilton officer 10 to be murdered on duty, 

when a routine arrest went horribly wrong. 

 Around 1:O0 a.m.  Constable Barron said goodbye to Constable Hawkinsi the desk officer at No.3 Station on 

King William Street, before wandering at regulation pace down Catharine street North towards the Gore 

(present day Wilson Street). 

   When he reached the intersection of Catharine and the Gore, William Mills came out of his house and whis-

tled to get his attention. Constable Barron listened intently as William told him about two suspicious men 

whom his mother had seen go towards the rear of the house next door, which was owned by the city solicitor 

William MacKelcan. Declining William's offer of assistance, the officer clambered over the fence and walked 

off into the darkness. 

   Once he was at the rear of the house, Constable Barron saw a man on a ladder trying to break in through a 

second-floor window.   What he did not see, however was the second man concealed in dense shrubbery near-

by.  He challenged the man on the ladder by saying, "What are you doing here· Immediately, the man in the 

shrubbery pulled a gun and commanded, "Put up your hands or you are a dead man!" 

   Constable Barron may have hesitated or turned towards the voice but, for whatever reason, the man fired 

three times at the officer. Two bullets went wide of their mark, but the third struck a buckle on his suspenders, 

which deflected it into his side.  Badly wounded, Constable Barron turned and walked away, passing a horri-

fied Mrs. Mills and her son as he did so. He collapsed before he had gone more than a block... 

  At the Hamilton Hospital, doctors worked feverishly to save his life, but infection, caused as a result of his 

bowel being punctured, caused a serious reversal resulting in his death 24 hours later. 

Constable Barron's murder remains unsolved. 

 Robert Rankin is a retired Hamilton police officer and amateur historian who works as a private investigator. 
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HAMILTON POLICE RETIREES’ ASSOCIATION 

General Membership Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, December 2, 2021, 1pm, Association (Downstairs) 

MEMORIAM:  Cath Collard  

MINUTES:  Motion to approve the Minutes of the last General Meeting, November 13, 2019 

SPEAKER: Wayne Omardeen, President of the Police Pensioners Assn. of Ontario 

REPORTS 

PRESIDENT:             Dave Bowen  

VICE PRESIDENT: Pieter Ciere 

TREASURER  Craig Ellis 

PAST PRESIDENT - BENEFITS  - PPAO &  PENSIONS   Terry Hill 

MEMBERSHIP: Bob Slack 

COFFEE BREAK 

BENEVOLENT Cath Collard 

HOUSE:  Dennis Bryson 

CHARITIES:  Dennis Bryson 

SPECIAL EVENTS: Dave Place 

VOLUNTEERS: John Rusnak 

SECRETARY: Kelly Dziemenko 

ELECTIONS: 

OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Door Prizes Draw 

50-50 Draw 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Next General Meeting to be announced 


