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Dates for 2021 
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   Well despite what I talked about in 

September, we were unable to organize 

a “virtual” General Meeting for our As-

sociation.  That idea was technically 

challenging for us as well as the Mem-

bers. 

    Your Board has agreed to continue 

for another year in our current Positions 

without an election.  Hopefully we can 

reinstitute meetings next year some 

time and get this show back on the road.  

As always we are open to new faces so 

if anyone is willing to meet with us 

(virtually), you are certainly welcome. 

   During the Pandemic we have contin-

ued to offer Health Coverage advice 

and any other information particular 

members may need.  We are always 

available to help connect you to the 

proper services and Agency. We also 

try to keep up with the health and well 

being of our members as it becomes 

available to us. 

   We do know that many of you are 

Snowbirds and this year you may have 

to buy a Parka and a snow-blower so 

welcome to my world.   Have a good 

‘winter’ within your ‘bubble’ and please 

continue to Be Safe. 

 

HPRA 

 

    Presidents Message     Dave Bowen 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Beverly Martin 

James Hoyle Sr. 

Mike Bidulka 

Laura Beshley 

Walter Opalka 

Dave Farrall 
 

 

Gone from our sight…  

Never from our  memories 
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 our history is being taken care of and made 

available to learn from for all.   Editor 

   In 1977, the Hamilton Police Museum opened on 

the second floor of Central Station at 155 King Wil-

liam Street, Hamilton. During the 1970’s Darryl N. 

Buckle (P.C.) became both the police historian and 

museum curator.  .  

      Ed ‘Doc’ Carlstrom (Sgt.) followed Darryl 

Buckle when he retired at the end of June in 1992. 

Although the museum ceased to operate in the 

1990’s due to the lack of a permanent location, a 

mobile museum was used to display a limited 

amount of historical material at events throughout 

the community, such as fall fairs, police week dis-

plays.     

    Tim Fletcher, a civilian member of the Service 

working in the Identification Branch, took over the 

position of the police historian in or around 2006 

and remained in that role until his retirement in 

2011. 

   In 2010 the Hamilton Police Museum opened its 

door to the public at the historic Samuel Tisdale 

House (built circa 1825) located at 314 Wilson St. 

E., Ancaster. Currently the Hamilton Police Muse-

um is being operated by the volunteer Board of Di-

rectors of the Hamilton Police Historical Society 

and Museum Inc. at Tisdale House with the support 

and space provided by the Hamilton Police Service. 

   In or around 2011, Dave Oleniuk (Sgt.) became 

the museum historian and then in 2013 David Kerk-

hof (P.C.) took on the volunteer role as the police 

historian. David remains in that position today as 

well as fulfilling the role of President of our Board 

of Directors.     

 

   I’d like to welcome our newest retirees, since the 

September newsletter.  Our total number of retirees 

and surviving spouses now sits at 900.  Over 700 of 

those are also members in good standing (current in 

their membership dues). 

   You probably noticed an invoice in the envelope 

your NewsPeek arrived in, or attached to the e-mail 

that delivered this newsletter.  With ever increasing 

postage costs, a decision has been made to only issue 

membership cards for 2021 to our members who 

aren’t online.  For our members online, you will re-

ceive an e-mail acknowledgement of your dues pay-

ment.  To save you postage as well, we’re offering 

you the option on the invoice of an e-transfer dues 

payment. 

   We hope that you’ll consider renewing your mem-

bership for 2021.  The benefits include subscription 

to the quarterly NewsPeek, as well as invitations to 

special events such as our Gala Spring Luncheon, 

golf tournament, and Turkey Roll.  Unfortunately, 

COVID-19 restrictions curtailed our hosting of these 

events for 2020.   

   Access to the website is included as well, where 

Members Helping Members is a very popular section 

of the website.  We’ll also send out regular e-mail 

messages of interest to retirees in general and our 

membership in particular.  We hope you’ll consider 

joining us for 2021, and perhaps if restrictions are 

lifted, participating in our events. 

 

Bob sent out a link, by e mail 2 days ago, to the 

full report of the Hamilton Police Historical Soci-

ety and Museum Inc.  Below is an edited snapshot 

of part of the report. History  is important, I en-

courage you to read the full report and see how 

  MEMBERSHIP REPORT                                                                BOB SLACK    

 



 

   

   This is a copy and paste of an e mail sent out by 

the PPAO.  It contains important information 

and even if you aren’t a member of the PPAO it 

may effect you. I put it here as Terry is the 

PPAO board member that sent it out but it is not 

his report for the Newspeek so to speak.  

Editor 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I hope this message finds all of our members well. 

With this recent onslaught of the Corona Virus sec-

ond wave it certainly has dampened a lot of activi-

ties which is one of the issues with this message. 

First the good news. Sun Life has indicated that 

there will not be a premium increase for 2021. 

Now the bad news. 

 

   Sun Life and RSA Insurance are parting ways ef-

fective 31 December 2020. At this time Sun Life has 

not announced who they are going to partner with 

for the supplemental travel insurance we have been 

offering through the PPAO. On top of that if you go 

to our website, you will find that we have taken 

down the link to RSA Insurance. They have decided 

not to offer out of country travel insurance to any-

one as long as the government have the restrictions 

for travel in place. You could not get a quote and the 

toll-free number did not work. 

 

   In consultation with our Sun Life broker, Mike 

Kelly, he is recommending Travel Guardian for con-

sideration for any travel insurance or top up insur-

ance you require for out of country travel. Away 

Care which is part of the plans offered through 

Travel Guardian does provide Covid coverage as 

part of their travel package which most insurers 

across the industry are not offering. Even MROO's 

travel package through Victor is not covering Covid 
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Terry Hill 

illness. 

    

   Something new that we are learning about is that 

many insurers offering travel insurance are requesting 

that you identify any other sources of insurance that 

you may have should you request a quote. The applica-

tion of co-payment considerations in providing a quote 

is something new. In the past this has been something 

that the insurers worked out should you have a claim. 

Although this seems unusual to many there is a di-

rective a copy of the link explaining the process is be-

low. 

 

   Canadian Life and Health Insurance Association Inc. 

(CLHIA) guidelines for out-of-country/province travel 

coverage  

https://www.clhia.ca/web 

CLHIA_LP4W_LND_Webstation.nsf/

page/997EE7D7E3EA220585257C3C006D5D12/%

24file/Guideline%20G17.pdf 

 

   This all goes to the "Who pays first?" regulation in 

Ontario. So, on top of OHIP/ODB coverage, if you 

have credit card insurance, should you have used your 

card to book your trip or accommodations, an employ-

er provided health spending account, or other medical 

insurance. The travel agent will be looking for this in-

formation up front. Please make sure you provide an 

accurate list of all medical insurance to whomever you 

are acquiring your travel insurance from. 

 

   For those of you planning on heading south of the 

border this winter despite the covid issues we wish you 

safe journeys. 

 

Terry 
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   Our Board members were discussing the wherea-

bouts of the cornerstone from the No. 2 Police Sta-

tion, which was a stone structure located at the north-

west corner of James and Stuart Streets, and served 

as a combination fire and police building.  Unfortu-

nately, we did not know where one of our earliest 

artifacts had gone. 

  No. 2 Police Station was erected in 1856 by George 

Armitage, whose grand-daughter, Mrs. C. W. Calla-

han, lived on Charlton Ave. West up to 2004.1   John 

Carruthers was the Chief Constable at that time and 

his office was in the James and Stuart Street Station 

in the 1860’s.2  He served as Chief Constable from 

1853 to 1865. 

   It wasn’t until we came across an article written by 

Darryl N. Buckle (retired Police Constable and for-

mer Hamilton Police Historian) in 2004 in “The As-

sociation” magazine that lead us to the location of the 

cornerstone.  But, first a bit of history from Darryl’s 

article that is worth repeating. 

  “Bill Little reported in his column for the Hamilton 

Spectator in May of 1957 that workmen demolishing 

a house unearthed a stone bearing “No. 2 POLICE 

STATION 1856” that was used as …“as a bottom 

step in a row of stairs leading to the doorway of an 

old house near Spring Garden.  It is believed the 

stone was taken there after the old No. 2 Station was 

wrecked in 1929 or 1930 to make way for the expan-

sion of the CNR tracks”. 

   One of our earlier historians, Bill Croft spent a great 

deal of time and effort researching the No. 2 Police 

Station.  William Frederick Milne (Bill) Croft was the 

first known designated Hamilton Police Historian.  

He joined the Hamilton Police in 1935 and retired 

August 31, 1964.  Bill was a Morality Sergeant. He 

found several ex-policemen in Hamilton who remem-

bered the north end station. 

  “Robert Lenz, a retired Police Sergeant, carries the 

key to the station on his key ring.  He recalls the front 

room of the station, with its pot-bellied stove, table 

and telephone.  North-end residents continually 

poured into the station to use the telephone – one of 

the few in the district – to make emergency calls. He 

worked out of the station from 1902 until 1912.” 

   Darryl suggested the sketch from Sgt. Goddard was 

used by Bill Croft to render his own fine drawing of 

the former station, which is shown on the next page.  

It may be the only representation of the old station 

that exists.  According to Bill Croft’s daughter (Mrs. 

Swenor), he attended art school while still in Scot-

land.   

 

“Another Hamilton resident, Samuel Fuller, recalls 

the back section of the station was his home.  His fa-

ther, a policeman, lived with his wife and seven sons 

in the station.  The Fullers’ moved into the station in 

1891.” 

 

   “Before the Fullers’, Alex Smith made the station 

his home.  This former resident became Chief of Po-

lice in 1895.” (Alexander Smith was Chief Constable 

from 1895-1915.) 

 

At the end of Darryl’s article, we learned the corner-

stone could be found at the Ontario Police College 
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(OPC) in Aylmer.”3  So, thank you Darryl for tak-

ing time to document and share your story about 

Bill Croft’s research, his fine drawing and your 

findings. 

   We are grateful the cornerstone has been in safe-

keeping with the OPC for the past 35 years, but 

now we are ready to receive and display the cor-

nerstone at the museum for all to enjoy. 

   On February 7, 2020 the cornerstone was trans-

ported from the OPC to the Hamilton Police muse-

um by two of our newest recruits, Ryan Howatt 

and Kyle Vermeulen.  We appreciate the assis-

tance of Ryan and Kyle, as well as Sergeants Mi-

chael Donaldson and Ken Putt, who helped to 

make the move possible.  

   The cornerstone is now on display at the Hamil-

ton Police museum where it will provide visitors 

with an opportunity to learn about our rich history.  

It has had quite the history in the last 164 years. 

 

1,3, Darryl N. Buckle, The Association, “More Dusty 

Memories”, 2004, P.35-37 

2 Gordon V. Torrance, The Hamilton Police De-

partment, Past and Present, The History of Law Enforce-

ment in Hamilton from 1833 to 1967.  Gordon V. Tor-

rance served as Chief of Police from 1973 to 1985. 

4 Bill Little, The Hamilton Spectator, May 1957 

 Drawing of No. 2 Police Station and Photo of Bill 

Croft courtesy of Mrs. Swenor. 

 

Article submitted by the Hamilton Police Historical Soci-

ety  and Museum Inc April 2020 

 

 


