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Dates for 2020 
 

General Meetings 
(Wednesdays at 1:00 

pm) 

 
 

May 13(Cancelled) 
September 16 
November 11 

 
 
 

Special Events 
 

Golf Tournament 
June 15 

(Cancelled) 
 

Tribute Dinner 
September 23 

 
Turkey Roll 

November 18 
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   Since our February General Meeting 

there have been tremendous changes.  

Due to Covid-19 we were forced to can-

cel the Spring Luncheon, the May Gen-

eral Meeting and our Alumni Golf 

Tournament.  The Tuck Shop and the 

Museum are both closed down also.   

   Your Board is obviously very upset 

with these changes but it is for the best.  

As far as I know none of our Retirees 

have contracted Covid-19 but that could 

change at any moment. 

   Your Board is holding their meetings 

through the wonders of the Internet on 

“Webex”.  It is a very interesting thing 

this ‘new world’. 

   In these difficult times I feel the need 

to remind you about the Employee As-

sistance Program.  The Police Service 

maintains a contract with these people 

and part of that contract requires them 

to provide assistance to Police Retirees.  

I hope it doesn’t happen but if you need 

it, they are available.  Please contact me 

or anyone else on the Board if you need 

assistance with anything at all.  We will 

get help to you in some manner. 

   Also we still have three remaining 

brand new wheel chairs available to all 

our Members and all their families and 

friends.  Like it or not this is our future. 

   Heads-Up folks we are under continu-

ous “scam” attack through the internet 

or by telephone.  Always make certain 

you know who you are talking to and 

don’t agree to anything and certainly 

don’t forward anything to all your 

friends.  Here a couple of links for more 

information or to make a complaint: 

https://www.antifraudcentre-

centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm or 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/report-

scam-or-fraud 

   “Porch Pirates” are stealing packages 

from our front doors constantly and 

with the new era of on-line shopping 

this has become a big problem so be 

careful.  Finally we need to honour all 

the ‘front line’ workers such as the ob-

vious Police, Fire and Ambulance, but 

also the Nurses, Doctors, Cleaning 

Staff, Truckers, Store Clerks, (LCBO 

staff!!).  All the essential people we de-

pend upon. 

   All of which reminds me that there is 

a huge growth in demand at the Food 

Banks.  They are struggling to keep up 

and your Board has been faithfully 

 

 

HPRA 

 

    Presidents Message     Dave Bowen 
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  making donations in your name, to all the local plac-

es such as Neighbour-to-Neighbour, Mission Ser-

vices and Hamilton Food Share. 

   Please stay safe and listen to the medical advice we 

are getting everyday. 

 

 

April 7, 2020 

 

All Members 

Re: Response to COVID-19 

 

Obviously these are terrible and upsetting times.  

We all appear to be trapped in our own homes 

with terrible consequences awaiting us if we 

make mistakes.  Many people have family or 

friends in Senior or Residential Homes where 

they cannot visit for any amount of time.   

 

In response to the crisis your Board met today 

through the wonders of the Internet and made 

some difficult decisions about our pending 

events. 

 

The Spring Luncheon on April 26 is cancelled.  

The next General Meeting on May 13 is can-

celled.  The Alumni Golf Tournament on June 

15 is cancelled. 

 

We will try to keep in touch with you through 

the Newspeek.  The Board is concerned for all of 

you and we want to help if we can.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact anyone on our Board for any 

assistance you may need. 

 

 

 

David Bowen, President 

Hamilton Police Retirees Association 

 

In Memoriam 
 

 

Sue Kereliuk 

Rita Fleischman 

Lois Fitzgerald 

Mary Osmand 

Wayne Bennett 

Bob Pope 

Randy Whitehouse 

 

Gone from our sight…  

Never from our  memories 



 

   

   I hope everyone is doing well with this corona vi-

rus pandemic that we are all involved with. At this 

time, I have not been advised of any of our members 

that have been affected by the corona virus which is 

really good news. I hope this trend stays that way 

until we get past this awful problematic disease. 

 

Communications 

 

   We have been doing our best to keep everyone 

apprised of the information being shared by a varie-

ty of sources. This has developed some interesting 

dialogue with members for which we are grateful. 

This lets us know we are providing information that 

you care about. I want to thank those that took the 

time to offer their opinions and information that 

may help our members.  We do our best to make 

sure that what we are sharing is current and accu-

rate. 

 

   Your Board of Directors held their first on-line 

Board meeting this month which went quite well. I 

have been involved with organizing other meetings 

of this type and the outcome for the most part has 

been good. It looks like this method of holding busi-

ness meetings is going to be in our future.  

 

   I believe President, Dave  has covered off 

the cancellation of our General Meeting in May. the 

cancellation of the Spring Luncheon and the Golf 

Tournament in June. Sad but necessary given the 

circumstances. We will have to see how the pro-

posed implementation of opening the economy in 

Ontario is going to affect our September General 

meeting, our own AGM and the Turkey Roll. 

We will do our best to keep you informed. 

 

PPAO 

 The PPAO officially announced the cancellation of 

the Semi-Annual General Meeting (SAGM) which 
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Past President—PPAO Directors Report 

Terry Hill 

was to be held in Sarnia 20- 21 May. A lot of work by 

Steve Binch went into organizing the event for which I 

want to thank Steve. At the time of cancellation, I was 

concerned about our constitutional obligations for 

holding the meeting. I was recently made aware of sec-

tions of the Emergency Measures Act, 2020,(EMA) 

that covers the suspension of business requirements 

until this pandemic is over or allows for other methods 

of conducting business and holding meetings using 

internet video and social media. 

 

   Like our own HPRA Board the PPAO Board has 

been forced to rely on internet communication via 

email, video conferencing and social media. It was a 

member of the PPAO Board, Wayne Omardeen, who 

researched and introduced the contents of the EMA 

that help with compliance issues of the constitutions of 

the corporations. Like many other organizations there 

will probably be some serious considerations for in-

cluding similar wording of the EMA into the constitu-

tion and by-laws in case this ever happens again. 

 

   At this point the PPAO Board has not made any de-

cisions on how they will deal with the missed SAGM 

and the AGM in the fall. Locations and dates TBA. 

 

OMERS 

 

   Recently a message was shared from a member re-

garding OMERS Straight Talk. That is outdated infor-

mation. OMERS Sponsors Corporation have been in-

volved with a regulated requirement for a “Plan Re-

view”. Some recommendations that came forward in-

cluded another attempt at addressing cost of living in-

dexing. This new recommendation is being referred to 

as “Shared Risk Indexing”. The recommendations in-

cluding this Shared Indexing proposal is going to the 

Sponsors Corp. Board in June 2020 to be voted upon. 

Details will be included in a separate email to the   
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Congratulations to our first Honorary Lifetime Member of the Hamilton Police Historical Society  

and Museum 

Darryl N. Buckle, retired Police Constable and former HPS historian and curator, was selected by the Board 

of Directors to be our first Honorary Lifetime Member of the Hamilton Police Historical Society and Muse-

um.  During the 1970’s, Darryl became both the police historian and museum curator and held those posi-

tions until he retired at the end of June 1992.  His knowledge and passion for police history have made a dif-

ference in helping to share and preserve historical information about the Hamilton Police Service.   

On Friday, December 13, 2019, Darryl was presented with a framed Honorary Lifetime Member Certificate.  

In the photo are L to R, Dave Bowen (Vice President), Pieter Ciere (Director and museum curator), Sergeant 

Brian Buckle, The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (Darryl’s son), Tim Fletcher (retired member of the Identi-

fication Branch and former museum curator), P.C. David Kerkhof (President & HPS historian) along with 

Darryl Buckle in front.   
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  HPRA membership with a link to the Future 

Plans of OMERS https://omersfuture.ca/ 

The PPAO President, Paul Bailey is still on the 

OMERS Sponsors Corporation Board and keeps 

all of us well informed. 

 

Benefits 

I touched on benefits in my communications mes-

sage. I am happy to report that I have received 

several communications from members seeking 

information on post-65 supplemental insurance. If 

you have questions, I am happy to answer them 

and if I cannot, I will endeavour to find an answer 

for you.  

non-household members is a violation of the Province’s 

Orders and subject to enforcement.  

Excerpt of the province’s regulation: https://

www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200052 

Prohibition 

1. (1) Subject to subsection (3), no person shall attend,  

(a) an organized public event of more than five people, 

including a parade;  

(b) a social gathering of more than five people; or  

(c) a gathering of more than five people for the purposes 

of conducting religious services, rites or ceremonies.  

(2) For greater certainty, subsection (1) applies to an 

event or gathering even if it is held at a private dwelling.  

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to the following:  

1. A gathering of members of a single household.  

2. A gathering for the purposes of a funeral service that is 

attended by not more than 10 persons. O. Reg. 99/20, s. 3 

3) Can I do yard work?   

Yes. But it is recommended to avoid any risky activities 

that could results in an accident and an avoidable trip to 

the Emergency Room. 

4) Can I finish a construction project I already started? 

If you have a building permit already and you need to fin-

ish the job you are permitted to do so. We recommend 

you proceed with caution and ensure social distancing 

and frequent hand cleaning remains in place. If you are 

using a contractor, remind them of pandemic precautions. 

No new building is allowed. Only what was already per-

mitted can be finished. 

5) Can my spouse and I shop for groceries together for 

my household? 

It is highly recommended that only one person per house-

hold shop for essentials but it is only a recommendation 

 

COVID 19 FAQs 

 

There have been a lot of questions raised recently 

about the City’s Social Distancing Bylaw and the 

City’s messaging around pandemic precautions. 

We have attempted to clarify some of them in the 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) below. 

1) I need a personal support worker or a contrac-

tor to come to my home for essential support for 

my basic needs. Am I allowed to let someone in 

my home?   

Yes. The bylaw and the province’s orders are to 

limit non-essential social gatherings that put peo-

ple at needless risk. It is not intended to limit es-

sential needs of our residents. 

2) Can I have some of my family members over 

to visit even if they don’t live with me? 

The province has issued an order to limit all gath-

erings of non-household members to five, even on 

private property. Any gathering of five or more 
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For information about whether a business is essential, call 

1-888-444-3659 

To report price-gouging, call 1-800-889-9768 

  

 

Editor’s note 

The FAQs above were current when I got them but as you 

know the situation is changing as it improves with some 

stores opening starting on May 04 but in a limited capaci-

ty.  As far as I know all city parks are open to walk or 

bike through but not use the equipment in them even pic-

nic tables. 

Please make sure you check the City website for current 

information on local issues and standards. 

May 07 Update—Garden Centres open tomorrow.  

Hardware store open Saturday.  All other emergency 

measures in effect till May 19 now . 

 

Virtual meetings online 

You can see from the reports in the Newspeek that we are 

meeting online and if you didn’t realize there are apps out 

there that allow you to see and here each other for free. 

We use Webex for meetings for the Board.  I take Cross-

fit classes on Zoom and there is Instagram live and Fa-

cebook live too. 

Lots of ways to reach out and connect with others using 

your phone, tablet, I Pad, Lap top, Desk top, etc … 

 

Rod 

at this point. Regardless: social distancing of min 

6 ft is required by law and will be enforced. 

6) OK, so the parks are closed but I’m confused. 

Can I use the trail systems? 

All parks and parking lots are closed. So the key 

access points for trails that invite people to park 

and congregate are also closed by order of the 

Province. 

7) What about boat launches? 

The Province has ordered all parks and recrea-

tional amenities closed and that includes all mu-

nicipal boat launches. The City will be closing all 

launches but is working with emergency respond-

ers and key stakeholders to ensure that they can 

be used for emergency personnel should the need 

arise. 

8) Can I still go to the hospital / emergency room 

if I need to? 

Yes. But only if your issue is unrelated to COVID

-19 symptoms. If you are injured or have unrelat-

ed symptoms the ER remains open. If you have 

an emergency, 911 is still there for you.   

9) What do I do if I see a blatant violation of the 

social distancing orders or bylaw? 

To report concerns in Hamilton about a local 

business or public gatherings of five  plus people, 

call: 905-546-2489.  

For concerns about businesses in Hamilton not 

following proper hygiene, call the Hamilton Pub-

lic Health Services COVID hotline at 905-974-

9848. 

In Halton Region, people wishing to report non-

compliance with emergency orders can call the 

Halton Regional Police Service COVID-19 Hot-

line at 905-825-4722 

 


