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F olks: I hope you have had a good 

Summer so far. 

The Museum Trailer has been a  huge 

success. So far about 6 thousand people 

have come through and examined the 

old artifacts. We also have pictures on 

display via the Ipad tablets and a large 

flat screen monitor. We hope to have it 

on display at the Ancaster and Bin-

brook Fairs as well as Mount Hope, 

Gore Park and the car show at the Bay 

Front.  

Our Board members continue to be 

busy helping our membership. We try 

to answer all your emails and do our 

best to get you answers. I hope some of 

you will consider running for the Re-

tiree Board at our November General 

meeting. We could also use some more 

help scanning negatives, photos and 

slides and identifying some of the offi-

 

HPRA 

 

7070  
YEARS 

TOGETHER 

WOW! 
CONGRATULATIONS BOB AND JOYCE COLLINGS 

I 
f ever we’ve had a front page anniversary, this is it. And, it couldn’t happen to a nicer 

couple. On  the afternoon of Thursday August 21, the Hamilton Police Tisdale House 

Museum played host to Bob and Joyce Collings to celebrate their 70th Anniversary. 

Many honoured guests were on hand to offer congratulations to the happy couple, includ-

ing, Chief Glenn De Caire, Ret. Chief Colin Miller, Ret D/Chief Clark Lane, Ron Joyce 

C.M, and numerous family, friends and former colleagues. 
Photo: Terry Hill 

cers in those old photos. Help is also 

needed by members to be hosts for the 

trailer when on location. The public enjoys 

listening to some of our service and per-

sonal history experiences. Many young 

people are considering a career in policing 

after they finish the tour.  

Rick Arnold will attend our September 

meeting to discuss what services are avail-

able to retirees regarding access to mental 

health services. A new committee chaired 

by S/Sgt Downey has been launched with 

the intent to help past and present mem-

bers. Please plan to attend. 

I don't have much to offer you in this is-

sue because we have had to leave room for 

an article about one of our senior retirees. 

He just had a ninetieth Birthday and 

awarded a very rare world war two medal 

for his services. 
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OMERS 

A bit of a personnel change at OMERS, as Jennifer 

Brown, Executive Vice President and Chief Pension Officer, 

has left OMERS. Perhaps a new direction is being under-

taken by the new President and CEO Michael Latimer, with 

Michael Nobrega leaving earlier this year. OMERS under-

performed many of the major Canadian Pension plans last 

year. 

None of the Specified Plan Changes that threatened a 

reduction in OMERS benefits this year were approved by 

the Sponsors Corporation. It had been thought that the Infla-

tion Indexing increase may have been reduced this year, but 

it survived. It does not appear that the Association of On-

tario Municipalities are about to give up on this fight. 

The process to replace the Retirees Representative on the 

OMERS Administration Corporation is now reaching its 

final stages and the new representative should be announced 

in the fall. The PPAO is involved in the selection process. 

Indications are that OMERS, hopefully, will experience 

better returns for 2014. 

BENEFITS 

The Sun Life Enhanced Medical Plan continues to grow, 

as does the RSA Medi-Select Advantage Travel Insurance. 

The RSA Travel Insurance is a good option for those mem-

bers leaving the country and who are not covered for Out of 

Province Medical Insurance through the Sun Life Enhanced 

Medical coverage. 

We have a new contact at Sun Life we have been work-

ing with to resolve disputes in coverage. This is not a re-

placement for Mike Kelly, but rather is the Client Relation-

ship Manager, that Mike takes his issues to. I have dealt with 

her on a recent claim and assistance was amazing. Sun life 

has been very good in accommodating minor variances in 

the claim language, especially with prescription drugs. If 

you have a claim problem, it is worth following up on, or 

contacting me. 

The Aviva Home and Auto Insurance is growing faster 

than expected and we continue to receive good feedback on 

their premiums and service. Due to our volume of enrolment 

through the PPAO we have now started to receive some 

compensation from AVIVA.   

Remember, when you or your spouse turn 65, many of 

you will lose your employer paid health benefits. Those 

members who retired after 2006 are eligible for some limited 

health benefits under their health spending accounts. If you 

are losing your benefits, you only have 60 days to enroll in 

an extended Health Benefit Plan without proof of medical 

good health (medical questionnaire). For any further infor-

mation on this, or our Sun Life Extended Health Plan 

please feel free to contact me about your options. 

It will soon be time when many of our retirees begin 

their plans to escape our winter weather. Just a reminder 

whether you are going for an extended “snowbird stay”, 

a short cruise, or a weekend away, or even a day trip, 

make sure you have adequate “Out of Province Medical 

Insurance” in place. Even more important, make sure 

you understand the requirements for coverage of pre-

existing conditions. In most cases coverage only applies 

for pre-existing conditions that have been stable for a 

time period as set out in your policy. Just because you 

have purchased insurance, it does not necessarily mean 

you are covered. If you have had a change in medica-

tion, change in dosage, new or re-occurring condition, 

diagnosis, test, or treatment, you may not be covered. 

Medical expenses outside of Canada can easily exceed 

$100,000.00. Please check the pre-existing and stability 

clauses with your broker. 

PPAO 

We have kept busy over the summer with a number 

of issues.  The PTSD Police Survey was implemented 

and the PPAO distributed the information on the link to 

our affiliate associations for distribution. The co-

ordinator, Stan French was happy with the participation 

rate. 

The success of our SUN LIFE and AVIVA  Insur-

ance plans has increased our revenue, and we want to 

make sure it is used wisely, as well as ensuring appro-

priate reserves are invested properly. Among the topics 

under discussion are: 

 Increasing growth in the PPAO through marketing 

and area presentations. 

 Enhancements of AGM and SAGM , or whether 

just an AGM and perhaps Zone meetings, to cut 

down on expenses for affiliate members. 

 Locations and expenses related to meetings 

 Reduction, or elimination of affiliate membership 

fees 

 Other issues to be determined in future discus-

sions with the membership 

A survey will be going out to our membership for 

their input. 

Hamilton is hosting the PPAO Annual General Meet-

ing on Tuesday October 28, 2014 at the Marriott Hotel 

on Upper James. Registration information will be sent 

out shortly. Registration fee is $25.00 which includes 

lunch, guest speakers and business agenda.  ▲ 



 

In Memoriam 
 

Keith Farraway 

Myrtle Fenton (James) 

Ruth Godwin (Daryl) 

Sybil Horton (Rev. George) 

Bernie Mathews 

Grace McDonald (Mac) 

Brian Wills 

 

NB RCMP Officers 

Const Fabrice Gevaudan 

Const Douglas Larche 

Const. Dave Ross 

 

Gone from our sight…  

Never from our Memories 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Firefighters Invitation 

HORSEHOE PITCH 
Thursday Sept 4

th
  

QUARTERLY GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday Sept 10th—1:00 p.m. 

@ THE ASSOCIATION 
Come an hour or so early for brunch 

Hamilton Police “In Memoriam” Service 

Tuesday September 30
th

 - 6:30p.m. 
Grace Lutheran Church 

1107 Main St. West, Hamilton 

Tribute Dinner 
Tuesday October 7

th
 

For members who are eligible, your invitation 

is included with this issue of the Newspeek. 

18th Annual Turkey Roll 
Thursday November 20

th
 

7:00 p.m. 

 

First day on the job. 
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J im Galloway mowed through treacherous Arctic 

weather to take supplies to the Allies during the 

Second World War. On Wednesday July 24, 2014 

at his 90th birthday party, he finally got a medal for it. 

Jim has received numerous awards over his life, 

both for his time with the Royal Canadian Navy and for 

his 39-year career as a Hamilton police officer. 

But on Wednes-

day, Veterans Af-

fai rs  minis ter 

Julian Fantino 

made a surprise 

appearance at Gal-

loway’s birthday 

party at the Hamil-

ton Police Asso-

ciation hall on Up-

per Wellington 

Street. He pre-

sented Galloway 

with the Arctic 

Star, a medal es-

tablished in 2012 

for veterans who served in the Arctic during the Second 

World War. 

He enlisted as a teenager and joined Arctic convoys 

on the Huron, delivering supplies across northern 

Europe to Murmansk in Russia. He still remembers the 

cold. 

“They were tremendous seas,” he said. “Wind and 

rough water and ice. If you fell overboard, if they did-

n’t get you out of the water in about three minutes, you 

were dead.” 

A native of the Hamilton’s north end, Jim was raised 

by a firefighter father and a mother who was active 

in the community. He joined the navy in 1942, the 

year he turned 18. He met his late wife Doreen 

while on leave in Manchester, and when they came 

back to Canada, they bought a home on East 19th 

Street. They had three children — Stewart, Gail 

and Lynne — and seven grandchildren. 

He retired from his 

policing career as a 

Staff Sergeant and is 

still active in the 

Hamilton Police Re-

tirees Association. 

Galloway recalls do-

ing the convoys dur-

ing winter, fall and 

early spring because 

summer brought so 

many daylight hours. 

During the spring and 

fall, “the only day-

light you saw was 

around 1 o’clock in 

the afternoon,” he said. 

“The ice would form slush on top of the water,” 

he said. “That’s salt water, not fresh water. It’d be 

pretty cold.” 

Galloway knew about the party, but his friends 

and family kept Fantino’s visit a secret, said his 

son Stewart. “We lied a lot.” 

As for the medal, he said, it’s “absolutely fabu-

lous.”  ▲ 

Story and Photo: Samantha Craggs CBC News  

Jim Galloway honoured for WWII Arctic service  

Many of you are aware that our Brother Len Preston has been a patient at St. 
Peter’s Hospital for quite some time now. Many of us were able to greet him 
a little over a year ago to celebrate his 80th birthday and we had a great time.  

You may also be aware that his condition includes dealing with dementia. Re-
cently Len was included in a program which challenges victims of dementia 
to try art to keep their minds working.  Len is one of the patients at St. Peter’s 
Hospital who has been included in this therapy. Here he is showing off one of 
his Rembrandts.   

 Keep up the good work Len. ▲ 


