
 

Published quarterly by and for 
the 

 members of the  
Hamilton Police  

Retirees Association 
  

Editor: 

Bernie Evans 
905-628-4660 

be.evans@primus.ca 
 

Articles appearing in The 
Newspeek reflect the opinions of 
the writer and are not necessarily 
those of the Hamilton Police Re-

tirees Association. 

 From the President’s Desk                           Pieter Ciere Annual General 
Meeting and 
Election of  

Officers 
 

Wednesday 

November 13th, 2013 

1:00 P.M. 

Lunch @ Noon! 
Breakfast is served until 1:00pm 

THE ASSOCIATION 
555 Upper Wellington 

Hamilton 

 

NOMINATIONS 
This is your Associa-

tion.  

Any member in good 
standing is eligible to 
stand as a director of 

the Association.  

Please come to this 
annual meeting pre-
pared to nominate a 
brother or sister and 
also seriously con-
sider accepting if 
someone should 

nominate you. 

You HAVE some-

thing to contribute! 
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H 
i Folks. As you are more than 

aware, this year and particular 

this Summer, has taken a great 

number of our members to a better place. I 

therefore would like to inform you what 

efforts we, as a Board do to help the family 

members and survivors during the emo-

tional event. 

Once we get news about a death we verify 

it and then make every effort to make cer-

tain that the information 

gets out to the member-

ship as soon as we can. 

On the other hand if the 

family does not want any 

one informed we will 

respect that decision as 

well. Our Association 

has a good relationship 

with the Hamilton Police 

Association as well as 

the Chief's office regard-

ing sharing death notices 

and information to fami-

lies should they require 

it. Some of our members 

request an Honour 

Guard and some ask for 

a police uniform to be 

buried in. The Chief's 

office, Hamilton Police 

Association and the 

Hamilton Police Retirees 

Association make every effort to visit the 

Funeral Home or the Celebration of Life 

ceremonies. We also makes a donation to a 

charity of the member's choice. 

In addition the serving and retired mem-

bers who have passed on are remembered 

in a memorial service held in the year fol-

lowing their death. This year, those serving 

and retired members that passed away in 

2012 were remembered on September 26th, 

2013 in a beautiful service held at Grace 

Lutheran Church, West Hamilton. 

The family members are encouraged to 

attend this by special invitation. This year 

the Reverend Lillian Curtis a serving Chap-

lain for HPS presided over the candle light-

ing ceremonies. One member from each 

family is invited to light a candle to re-

member their loved ones with the assis-

tance of the President of the Retiree Asso-

ciation . The candle is then placed by a card 

with the named member. 

During the short cele-

bration the Chorus or 

Choir sings a few songs 

and a collage of pic-

tures are displayed on a 

large screen for every-

one to see. These pic-

tures, chosen from a 

lifetime, are a reminder 

of how some lived off 

the job with their fami-

lies. It has always 

shown me the truly hu-

man side of beloved 

members who we’ve all 

worked alongside dur-

ing their careers.  

Family members, The 

Honour Guard, Chief 

and Officers, Police 

Association Board, 

Choir and Chorus, and 

Service horses truly 

make this a reminder of what this extended 

police family is all about. The sacrifices the 

families have endured during the career is 

acknowledged during this ceremony by a 

short but moving speech presented by the 

Chief. 

At the end of this evening the family 

members are served refreshments and 

given the candle they lit which is placed in 

a box to take home. They also receive a 

DVD copy of the pictures shown. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

HPRA 

 

We are fast ap-
proaching one of 
our major fund 
raisers, our An-

nual Turkey Roll. 
Please make a 

special effort to at-
tend and help your 
Association con-
tinue to be the 

envy of Ontario.. 
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Past-President’s Report 

Phil Slack 

Folks: We are fast approaching one of our major fund 

raisers, our Annual Turkey Roll. Please make a special 

effort to attend and help your Association continue to be 

the envy of Ontario. 

Remembrance Day Ceremonies are being held this year 

on Sunday November 10th.  If you wish to take part in 

the parade, meet up at Central station no later than 

09:10hrs. 

Hope you had a great Thanksgiving and I hope to see 

you at our Annual General Meeting and Election of Offi-

cers on Wednesday November 13th. ▲ 

 

Presidents Message  (Continued from page 1) 
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M r. George L. Cooke has been appointed as the Chair 

of the Board of Directors of OMERS Administra-

tion Corporation, effective October 1, 2013. Mr. Cooke 

will serve as OMERS first-ever Independent Board Chair 

– a new position created by OMERS following the recent 

Report on OMERS governance by Mr. Tony Dean. This 

position was one of the key recommendations made in the 

Dean Report and enhances OMERS governance to ensure 

its continued strength. Mr. Cooke has no affiliation with 

any of the sponsors of the OMERS Pension Plan.  

This past summer saw several recommendations for 

specified plan changes to OMERS which may have af-

fected pension benefits. Fortunately, no changes were ap-

proved. 

Next month we should be receiving the rate of our 

OMERS pension indexing raise based on the CPI. With 

the declining inflation rates of the past year, I expect it 

will be somewhere in the .80 to .85 percent range. 

OLD AGE SENIORS CARD 

In our last issue of the Newspeek we reported that Ser-

vices Canada had decided to stop issuing the Seniors Iden-

tification card automatically at age 65, but would continue 

to issue it upon request. Since that publication, the Gov-

ernment has now decided to eliminate the issuance of 

these cards altogether, as well as not replacing any lost 

cards effective October 1, 2013. 

We are disappointed in this decision, and most disturbed 

that this decision was done without any consultation with 

those affected.  

PPAO 

The Annual General Meeting was recently held in Sud-

bury, Ontario, where we had five Hamilton members at-

tend the conference. We heard two excellent presentations 

on the continued delisting or reduction of health services 

in this Province.  

Most recently we saw the reduction of physiotherapy 

services, especially for seniors, and more importantly in 

Long Term Care facilities. The next target appears to be 

those seniors suffering diabetes, as we will now see a sig-

(Continued on page 3) 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

W e currently have 734 retirees with the addition 

of this year’s 22 new retirees. 

I’d like to welcome the following new retirees: 

Sandy Bailey, Ken Bond, John Boniface, Paul Cairns, 

Al Drennan, Janice Griese, Renee Jarvis, Anne Kellar, 

Craig Knowles, Randy Kovacsik, Christine Luciw, Perry 

Mason, Steve Pacey, Craig Parmenter, Sharon Pearson, 

David Schwalm, Len Wheeler, Jack Connolly, Cam 

Rumpel, Dave Boich, Chris Wills and John Purdy.   

Although some of you don’t retire until the end of the 

year, I wanted to introduce you to our newsletter and in-

vite you to support our fundraising activities.  We hope 

you’ll consider paying for the Turkey Roll ticket we’ve 

included as it is our major fundraiser for the year. I look 

forward to seeing you all at the Retirement Dinner. 

I’m pleased to report that 593 retirees activated their 

membership by paying their dues in 2013.  You’ll find an 

invoice included in this Newspeek for your 2014 dues.  

Please consider renewing your membership again or acti-

vating it for the first time if you haven’t in the past.  It’ll 

guarantee that you continue to receive your Newspeek as 

well as notices of other retiree activities.   

If we don’t have your e-mail address, please send it to 

us at: hp.retirees@gmail.com.  We won’t share it, and we 

use it regularly to keep paid-up members apprised of mat-

ters of importance and interest, (member passings, 

OMERS updates, Club events, Retiree events, etc.). 

If you’ve previously provided us with your e-mail ad-

dress and have stopped receiving e-mail from us, make 

sure you’ve kept us advised of any change in e-mail and/

or postal addresses.  We often get messages bounced 

back from members whose e-mail boxes have been over 

quota for weeks.  Check with your internet service pro-

vider to see if that’s why you’re no longer receiving our e-

mails. 

If you haven’t accessed our website yet, www.hpa.on.ca, 

send us a message and we’ll set you up for access.  Your 

full e-mail address is your username, but you will need a 

password from us.▲ 

                                                           Bob Slack 

                                                                  



 

In Memoriam 
 

William Cook (Esther) 

Joyce Corbett (Allistair) 

Elaine Cox (Rick) 

Ed Forteski 

Audrey Hamilton (James) 

Jay Huddleston (Serving) 

Ethelyn Passmore (Bruce) 

Charlie Steeves  

 

Gone from our sight…  

Never from our Memories 
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nificant reduction in the number of test strips allowed by 

the ODB for those persons with less severe cases of dia-

betes, or pre-diabetes.  

It would appear that with the rising cost of health care, 

the wasteful spending of the provincial government and 

the future reductions in the Federal Health Transfer Pay-

ments, this will become a significant issue. The PPAO 

will continue to monitor this and dialogue with both lev-

els of government.  

With elections pending in the next year for both levels 

of Government, it is important we all monitor initiatives 

affecting our health care, and share our concerns with 

sitting MP’s, MPP’s and emerging candidates. 

BENEFITS 

As reported in the last Newspeek, Sun Life has part-

nered with Royal Sun Alliance to introduce a new Travel 

Insurance Plan. The RSA Medi-Select Advantage PPAO 

Travel Insurance Plan offers various products based on 

the member’s needs. These products are stand alone and 

include annual multi-trip plans, single vacation travel 

packages, vacation/lost baggage, single trips - short and 

long term stays and snowbird coverage to name a few. 

Depending on age and length of stay, medical question-

naires may or may not be necessary. 

 In addition, for those members that have purchased the 

PPAO Enhanced Medical Plan and wanting Travel Insur-

ance protection beyond the 60-day limit included in the 

policy, they can purchase top-up coverage through the 

Travel Insurance Plan so as not to duplicate coverage, 

therefore offering further savings for the member.   

The Travel Insurance Plan, offered in partnership with 

Sun Life and RSA ensures a competitively priced plan 

with a comprehensive plan design. This will provide al-

ternatives to RBC Travel, Snowbirds and CAA to name a 

few. This does not require enrollment in the PPAO Sun 

Life Extended Health Benefits Plan. These are separate 

and stand alone plans.  

The effective date was October 1, 2013 and the PPAO 

has its own dedicated phone number, 1-855-444-1635 

which identifies you for our affinity discount. Whether 

you are planning a vacation, cruise, or going south for the 

winter, be sure to call and get a quote.  

For those members enrolled in the Sun Life Extended 

Health Plan, there will be a modest rate increase effective 

January 1st 2014. The increase will be 5% for all age 

bands with the exception of those between 80 and 95 

which will see increases between 6% and 8% depending 

on standard or enhanced plan. There has not been a rate 

increase in the past three years and this increase is consis-

tent with the risk ratings and increased costs across the 

Sun Life Group Health plans. 

Finally, don’t forget the Turkey Roll – Thursday No-

vember 21, 2013.  See you there. ▲ 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
  

Annual General Meeting 

and 
Election of Directors  

Wednesday November 13
th

 — 1:00 p.m. 

@ THE ASSOCIATION 

  

 Remembrance Day Parade 

Sunday November 10
th

 2013 

Luncheon following the parade  

at the Association Hall 

 

HPA Retirement Dinner 2013 

November 15th  

Michelangelo's Banquet Centre 

1555 Upper Ottawa St 

All Tickets $40.00  

Available at the Association Office 
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17th Annual 

Turkey Roll 
 On Thursday November 21st at 7:30 pm  

The Hamilton Police Retirees Association 

  is holding its annual Turkey Roll at: 

THE ASSOCIATION  

555 Upper Wellington St. Hamilton  

Your tickets are enclosed with this issue of the Newspeek, 

which gives you  chances to win one or more of 50 tur-

keys or $25.00 vouchers that can be redeemed at Fortinos. 

Included in the price of the ticket will be a delicious hot 

and cold buffet. Tickets may also be purchased at the 

door. You DO NOT have to be present to win. 

 

  NOTE   
This function is our main source of revenue for the 
charities we support throughout the year. Please 
support this event with the purchase of your tickets 
even if you’re unable to attend. Remember, you DO 
NOT have to be present to win. 

 
 

Please make your ticket purchase cheque payable to:  
 

“Hamilton Police Retirees” 
AND MAIL TO: 

THE ASSOCIATION 
555 Upper Wellington Street 

Hamilton, ON   L9A 3P8  
  “Pardon the interruption, kind sir, and I’m most awfully 
sorry to bother you, but would you mind terribly if I asked 
you - in the gentlest and friendliest terms - whether you 
might consent to considering yourself under arrest?” 

Sandy Bailey 

David Boich 

Kenneth Bond 

John Bonifice 

Paul Cairns 

Jack Connolly 

Alan Drennan 

Janice Griese 

Renee Jarvis 

Anne Keller 

Craig Knowles 

2013 

NEW RETIREES 

HONOUR ROLL 

Randy Kovacsik 

Christine Luciw 

Perry Mason 

Steve Pacey 

Craig Parmenter 

Sharon Pearson 

John Purdy 

Cameron Rumpel 

David Schwalm 

Leonard Wheeler 

Chris Wills 

Some thoughts on retirement for our new retirees: 

 People do not quit playing because they grow old, they grow 

old because they quit playing. (Oliver Wendell Holmes) 

 The trouble with retirement is that you never get a day off. 

 Don’t play too much golf. Two rounds a day are plenty. 

 There’s never enough time to do all the nothing you want. 

 A retired husband is often a wife’s full-time job. 

 Retirement at sixty-five is ridiculous. At sixty-five I still had 

pimples. (George Burns) 

 When you find yourself stopping when you see a cruiser 

with someone pulled over and saying, “Everything okay?”   

Your young siblings will thank you and feel safer.  ▲ 


