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H 
OPE ALL IS WELL WITH 

YOUR FAMILY.  

Wow: talk about how time 

flies! This year's retirement dinner has two 

officers finishing their careers that were 

my recruits when I was a training officer. It 

certainly is evident there is no way to stop 

the march of time. While we have a brand 

new set of retirements this year I must re-

flect on some of the members of the Police 

Retirees Board of Directors.  

There are several sea-

soned and dedicated mem-

bers retiring from an active 

role on the Board this year. I 

could not have functioned 

without their guidance and 

expertise. It was a thrill to be 

mentored by some of the best 

of many Police Retirees in 

Ontario. Some Board mem-

bers and I attended the Police 

Pensioners Association of 

Ontario meeting in Toronto 

recently and it seemed as if 

the other Associations were 

very envious of our organization. Many 

thanks to the members that started and 

maintained our Association since 1981. 

We are very well represented on the 

PPAO with Phil Slack and Jim Garchinski 

being re-elected as Directors of the Provin-

cial Board. 

Portfolios Needing to be Filled  

However, in order to move forward 

with our present Association we will need 

some new members to step up and help 

with the various chairs of your Board of 

Directors. The Museum, Volunteering, Top 

Cop Award, Special events, are some of 

the areas that need immediate help. All 

other chairs are open and I hope that sev-

eral members will be nominated to our 

Board at the next General Meeting. Please 

call any present member of your Board for 

details. All members are eligible to be 

nominated. 

Museum and Trailer 

The Mobile Museum is still in limbo at 

this writing. We had a warehouse office on 

Sherman Ave North during the Winter and 

Spring months. That office was taken over 

by a business and as a result our museum 

collection needed to be put into storage. 

We do not currently have 

access to the storage area 

and hope to get another 

area soon. Until then we 

are unable to continue with 

our cleaning, recording 

and entering the historical 

items on computer that 

have been collected over 

the years. The Trailer is 

caught in some tender 

limbo at the moment. In 

order for the trailer to be 

made ready for showing a 

number of companies have 

to submit a tender to City 

Hall and then one will be selected. Once 

that is complete the trailer will be outfitted 

and then we can get it ready to display at 

various venues next summer.  

The renovation of the Tisdale House in 

Ancaster continues and we are hoping to be 

able to move into that location soon. 

Recently a mistake was made whereby 

an email went out and somehow the mem-

bers on our email list were distributed to 

everyone. I want to assure everyone that 

this mistake was discussed and a remedy is 

in the works. Your privacy is very impor-

tant to us. Our email system needs to work 

well in order to get the messages out that 

are of interest and concern to our members. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“There are sev-

eral seasoned 

and dedicated 

members retiring 

from an active 

role on the Board 

this year.”  



The alternative, sending letters, is too costly and not as time 

sensitive. 

Please make an effort to attend our upcoming Turkey 

Roll. It still remains our largest and best fund raiser. 

Thank you for your commitment to our communities 

and for making a difference each and every day. 

May your God be with you always. ▲ 

President's Message (Continued from page 1) 

BENEFITS 

Post 65 Spousal Health Benefit Grievance 

During the past 14 months we have been working to re-

verse the agreement reached during the collective bargain-

ing process between the Hamilton Police Association and 

The Police Services Board, which eliminated the employer 

provided health benefits coverage for certain retirees’ 

spouses over the age of 65.  During this time, Jim Garchin-

ski and I met with the Hamilton Police Association’s Presi-

dent and Administrator, the Chair of The Police Services 

Board, and finally the H.P.A. solicitor Barrie Chercover.  

We had hoped that the Police Services Board would treat 

this matter as a vested benefit and grandfather this coverage 

to those retirees who had retired with the understanding that 

their spouses would be entitled to this benefit. Unfortu-

nately, the Police Services Board chose not to accept our 

position, nor did they grant our further request to appear 

before the Police Services Board as a whole.  

Finally, we met with the H.P.A.’s solicitor Barrie Cher-

cover to receive legal advice on a number of issues. Al-

though he agreed that there may have initially been some 

arguments to support our vested benefit position, he did not 

support pursuing arbitration. The Hamilton Police Associa-

tion have accepted that position. 

As of this time, it appears we have been unsuccessful in 

reversing this agreement and it is unlikely that will change. 

A further casualty of this agreement was that those 

spouses who lost their coverage were now ineligible to en-

roll in the Sun Life Extended Health benefits Plan, until 

their member spouse turned 65 and then they could enroll 

together. This left a void in coverage for the affected 

spouses. We have since met with Sun Life and changes have 

been made to allow spouses to enroll directly into the plan 

without waiting to be enrolled as a dependent. 

As it stands now each member, retiree, spouse, or widow 

will lose their individual employer health benefits when that 

individual turns 65. They will receive a letter from the city 

advising them of such, which will also provide options to 

them of purchasing extended coverage. However, these op-

tions are all time sensitive, as the individual will only have a 

60-90 day window whereby they can enroll without medical 

proof of good health. When you reach that age take the time 

to carefully study your options and make your decision expe-

ditiously. Please feel free to contact me if you wish any fur-

ther information on this. 

Sun Life Extended Health Benefits Plan 

As the Police Pensioners Association of Ontario 

(PPAO’s) Sun Life Extended Health Benefit Plan continues 

to grow, we have been meeting with Sun Life to seek im-

provements in coverage. One of the unique benefits of this 

plan is the inclusion of Out of Province Emergency Medical 

Benefits. It allows for up to 60 days of coverage when travel-

ling outside of Ontario and there is no limit to the number of 

trips per year. Top up above the 60 day limit is also available. 

Although it covers “stable” pre-existing conditions, the pe-

riod of stability is nine months. This makes it difficult for 

those that go south for extended stays of three to six months. 

Many other plans offer three and six month stability clauses, 

although the norm is six months. We are now having very 

positive discussions with Sun Life with hopes of reducing 

our stability clause to six months. If successful it would 

probably not take effect till the end of 2012.  

Also, we have learned that there will be a rate increase in 

premiums for 2012. The last increase was two years ago and 

the increases for 2012 will vary between 4% and 10% de-

pending which age group banding you are in.  The Sun Life 

plan still has lower monthly premiums than most similar 

plans that are available. 

Aviva Home & Auto Group Insurance 

A reminder that the PPAO now have their own Home and 

Auto Group Insurance Rate. I have heard from numerous 

members who have saved between $400.00 and $700.00 per 

year on their combined Home and Auto Insurance. The insur-

ance is with Aviva and the broker to contact is D.A. Kurt 

(David Kurt) Insurance Brokers in Kitchener, 1-800-339-

9935. Prior to your current policy renewing, call Dave for 

your free quote and advise him you are a Hamilton Police 

Retiree and a member of the Police Pensioners Association 

of Ontario and want a quote on the group rate. There is no 

obligation and you have nothing to lose and perhaps, much to 

gain. 

The Hamilton Police Association has also arranged for 

Group Home and Auto Insurance through TD Meloche. You 

may wish to call them too and compare your quotes. They 

can be contacted at 1-866-296-0666.  

Remember, do not just compare the rates, but make sure 
you compare the coverage being offered by both your current 

insurer and the new group rates. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Past-President’s Report 

Phil Slack 



PENSIONS 

OMERS 

Since OMERS does not calculate plan growth, or losses 

other than annually, we have no information on how the de-

clining markets of the past six months have impacted 

OMERS returns for 2011. The Annual returns will be avail-

able in March of 2012 and hopefully the losses we have seen 

in the markets will have begun to correct themselves by then. 

Fortunately, OMERS move to investments in private equity, 

real estate and infrastructure may have lessened the impact 

of the global financial crisis. 

It will soon be time to take the opportunity to invest in 

OMERS’ Additional Voluntary Contributions  (AVC’s). The 

window exists between January 1st and April 30th each year 

to invest RSVP’s and similar pension investments into this 

plan which mirrors OMERS investment portfolio. If you are 

interested call OMERS, or check out their website.  

The PPAO is continuing to pursue the pension indexing 

formula used by OMERS, as it was changed three years ago 

to “mirror” the CPP formula. However, we have discovered 

this year that the CPP indexing was nearly a full percentage 

point (.9%) higher. OMERS now claim their formula was to 

be “similar” to CPP. Although .9% does not seem like a big 

difference, when calculated on the annual pension and then 

compounded each year for the life of the retiree, or the sur-

viving spouse, the amount can be significant. We will keep 

our membership updated. 

Finally in closing, I would like to encourage our member-

ship to get involved with our Association. This upcoming 

year will see two openings on our Board of Directors, as 

John Courtney and Art Faguy will be stepping down from 

the Board and we need two members to replace them. A per-

sonal big thanks to John and Art for all they have done for 

our Association and its members.  

This Association will only continue with the support and 

participation of its membership. Please consider joining the 

team. Elections for these two Board vacancies will be held 

during our Annual General Meeting on Wednesday Novem-

ber 16th.  See you then. 

                                                            Fraternally, 

                              Phil 

Past-President’s Report (Continued from page 2) 
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15th Annual  

Turkey Roll 

 On Thursday November 24th at 7:30 pm  
The Hamilton Police Retirees Association 

  is holding its annual Turkey Roll at: 

THE ASSOCIATION  
555 Upper Wellington St. Hamilton  

Your tickets are enclosed with this issue of the Newspeek, which gives 

you  chances to win one or more of 50 turkeys or $25.00 vouchers that 

can be redeemed at Fortinos. Included in the price of the ticket will be a 

delicious hot and cold buffet. Tickets may also be purchased at the door. 

You DO NOT have to be present to win. 

NOTE 

This function is our main source of revenue for the charities 

we support throughout the year. Please support this event 

with the purchase of your tickets even if you’re unable to 

attend. 

Please make your ticket purchase cheque payable to:  

“Hamilton Police Retirees” 

AND MAIL TO: 

THE ASSOCIATION 

555 Upper Wellington Street 

Hamilton, ON   L9A 3P8  

 

  There are no limits to the majestic future 

which lies before the mighty expanse of Can-

ada with its virile, aspiring, cultured, and gen-

erous-hearted people.                       

Sir Winston Churchill 
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T hank you for inviting me to be a 

part of your newsletter. It’s a 

great opportunity to share with you 

information on the Service and also 

gives me the chance to acknowledge 

the importance of the Retirees Asso-

ciation.   

 At the October Hamilton Police Ser-

vices Board meeting, we made a pres-

entation related to a Statistics Canada 

report on Canadian Crime Severity.  A 

summary of the key highlights identified that: 

 a general trend of decreasing crime rates and crime se-

verity continues downward 

 charges related to the offence of assault police are at the 

highest level in 10 years 

 sexual assault against children saw a 53% increase 

 sexual assault, victimizing women predominantly, in-

creased 27% 

 a disturbing trend continues with the increase in child 

pornography cases 

 in 2010, over 6700 people were victims of violent crime 

in Hamilton 

 in total, over 28,000 people were the victim of a crime 

 The Crime Severity Index measures the seriousness of the 

crime and by comparison to the Big 12 Ontario Police Service 

agencies, Hamilton has the third highest crime severity index.   

 So what does all this mean?  Given the Hamilton Police Service 

organizational structure, our business strategy, training and skills 

development, our business systems approach and the day-to-day 

efforts of every single individual in this organization, our members 

are doing an amazing job for this service and the citizens of Ham-

ilton.   

 I would like to thank you, the Retirees Association, for your con-

tinued support of our Service —  Police Week in May, welcoming 

of new members and presentation of new badges to our recruits in 

August, the premier screening of Canada Sings that saw a $10,000 

donation to Project Concern, the special In Memoriam night we 

held in September and, just last month, the Chief’s gala which we 

were able to raise $35,000 for Project Concern and Crime Stoppers 

of Hamilton. 

 This is all proof positive that once a member of Hamilton Police, 

always a member of Hamilton Police. Sworn or civilian, you are 

part of the dynamic legacy that is Hamilton Police.  

 On November 13, our Service will take part in the Remembrance 

Day parade in Hamilton.  We are grateful that so many retirees 

join us each year and look forward to seeing you again at this 

year’s event. 

 I would also like to extend an invitation to everyone to support the 

Retirees’ Annual Turkey Roll.  It is November 24th at The Asso-

ciation.  

 Thank you for your support.  Stay safe. 

                                        Glenn 

Chief’s Corner 

HAMILTON POLICE RETIREES ASSOCIATION 

HONOUR ROLL 

2011 RETIREMENTS 

 
We bid you a warm welcome  

to your new association. 

PETER ABI-RASHED 

ANTHONY BELISARIO 

PATRICK BLAKE 

ROBERT BLANKSTEIN 

DENNIS BRYSON 

KENNY BLUNDELL 

LISA DICESARE 

TIMOTHY FLETCHER 

DONALD FORGAN 

HELEN FROST 

VICTORIA GILVEAR 

JAMES GREENWOOD 

RENA GRUBB 

PATRICK HENDERSON 

ALAN JONES 

NANCY KANEVA 

KRZYSZTOF KASPRZYK 

 

DENISE KITCHEN 

MARGARET MAHON 

JEFFREY MAJIK 

ROSE NIKOLOSKI 

DOUGLAS ORDOWICH 

BRIAN PERRO 

JOHN PETZ  

RODNEY PIEON 

KURT PLATZ 

MARTIN REMIGIS 

ROBIN RICHARDS 

JOSEPH RIDOS 

CHARLES STEEVES 

PHILIP STEEVES 

SHARON WARD 

HELEN WILSON 
The “Hot Dog Gang”. Hamilton Police Retirees prepare to 

BBQ and serve hot dogs at the “Great Ride and Stride for 

Cancer Foundation” at Bayfront Park on October 17th. 

Left to Right: Terry Hill, Phil Slack, a Cancer Society 

Volunteer, John Kassay, Bob Slack (with tongs at the 

ready) Yvonne Slack and John Courtney. 

Chief Glenn De Caire 

 



We currently have 686 retirees of which 568 are 

paid up for 2011.  

We depend on your dues to pay for your included 

membership with the Police Pensioners of Ontario, 

(PPAO) and of course to pay for the production of the 

Newspeek, postage and other sundry expenses. 

Just a reminder that in accordance with the Hamil-

ton Police Retirees Association By-Laws, if you 

haven’t yet paid your 2012 dues, they are due and 

payable at the beginning of January 2012. 

They can be paid at our upcoming Annual General 

Meeting or you can mail your cheque to:  

THE ASSOCIATION  

555 Upper Wellington St.  

Hamilton, ON  L9A 3P8   

 

The cheque should be made payable to the Hamilton 

Police Retirees.  

You will find the 2012 invoice included with this 

Newspeek. You may however, be one of the members 

who has already paid for 2012 . If so, you should be 

in possession of a 2012 membership card and can 

disregard the invoice. It was easier to insert the in-

voice in all newsletters. 

                                               Bob Slack,  

                                               Membership Chairman 

 

2011 Membership Report   

by: Bob Slack 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Remembrance Day Parade 
Sunday November 13

th 
 

Retirees can meet and fall in at Central Station 

at 9:10 a.m. or at Gore Park at: 10:30 a.m. 

 

Following the service, and compliments of the 
HPA and the HPS, a luncheon will be served at 

The Association. All are welcome. 
On this important day, we as members in law enforcement should 

pause, reflect, and pay tribute to those citizens of Hamilton and area 

who served this country so bravely in a time of need. 

Annual General Meeting 
And Election of Board of Directors 

Wednesday November 16, 2011 

1:00 p.m. 
Place: THE ASSOCIATION 

555 Upper Wellington St. 

Don’t forget to come for lunch in the club at noon! 
And Breakfast will also be served until 1:00 p.m. too. 

 

 15TH ANNUAL TURKEY ROLL 
Thursday November 24—7:30 pm 

@ The Association 

 555 Upper Wellington St. 

In Memorium 
 

Jean Seagar 
 

 

Dispatched 10—19 

Gone from our sight… Never from our Memories 
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H 
ELLO FROM THE ASSOCIATION CLUB!! 

We would like to start off by saying thank you very 

much to all the Retirees for your support of the Asso-

ciation Club. Without you, our days wouldn’t be filled with so 

much fun and laughter.  We would also like to take this opportu-

nity to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Healthy New Year. 

We have a lot of great things happening in the next few months 

that we would like to tell you about. Our features for the month 

of November are as follows:  

 

Week 1  

Appetizer – Potato Skins 

Entree – Perogies and Garden Salad 
Week 2 

Appetizer – Mexican Beef  Nacho 

Entree – Missy’s Homemade Cabbage Rolls 
Week 3 

Appetizer – Flatbread Pizza 

Entree – Guinness Stew with Fresh Dinner Rolls 
Week 4 

Appetizer – Humus Trio dip with Flatbread 

Entree – Chicken and Veggie Fajitas 
 

Reminder that we are open every Monday from 11am till close 

for our 2 lbs of wings and a Pitcher of domestic beer for $19.99.  

We are also open Wednesday and Saturday morning at 8am for 

breakfast. 

Fish and chip night are the last Friday of every month and our 

liver and onions will be the 2nd Wednesday of every month. 

As of November 1st the new TV’s will be up and ready for your 

viewing. A thank you to Joe Ridos for the installation and Mol-

sons Canada for purchasing the TV’s for the Club.  So come 

on in and enjoy a game with the Association Team, we would 

love to see you.  

November 27th will be our Grey Cup Chilli Cook off at the 

club..... Lots of prizes and giveaways so bring in your best 

chilli for us to try and be judged by your peers for a chance to 

win the title of the 1st Annual Grey Cup Chilli Master. OS-

KIE WEE WEE Folks, Go Cats Go!!! 

Now I’m sure that you have all heard of MOVEMBER. If 

you haven’t I will quickly let you know that this is the month 

that all the participating Hamilton Police officers grow a 

moustache to raise money for Cancer Research. We will be 

celebrating the fundraising efforts by giving them a shave on 

December 1st at the club so come on down and show your 

support. We will be selling Movember tallboys all the month 

of November and the club will be donating a portion of the 

sales to our officers to help with the cause. 

January will be a big month for the club and we would like 

to invite you all to our Re-Launch Party. We have gone 

through many changes in a very short time and we would like 

to show that off with a big celebration.  We will be showcas-

ing our new menu as well as our new culture. We will be 

sending out invitations closer to the date. 

On January 21st we will be running a bus trip to the Out-

door Bulldogs Hockey Game at Ivor Wynn Stadium. We 

will have more details to follow. 

We would like to have a New Years Eve Party, however 

we do require a commitment from you. Tickets will be avail-

able as of November 14th. We will be having music, a dinner 

buffet, one free drink and Champagne to ring in the New 

Year. We will require at least 50 tickets sold and the price of 

the tickets will be $25/person. ▲ 

A  Welcome from: 

THE ASSOCIATION CLUB 


