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G 
ood Day to all. Hope your hearts 

have been filled with warmth over 

this very cold Winter.  

Pieter Ciere—Your New President 

Some of you may wonder why there is an 

“I” in my first name. I am from Holland 

where for reasons unknown to me they put 

an “I” in Pieter. I served for 33 years with 

the Hamilton Wentworth Regional Police 

Service and continued on 

the Hamilton Police Ser-

vice when the name 

change occurred. I did 

various uniform, Detec-

tive and plainclothes de-

tails. I am also a 30 year 

member of the Hamilton 

Police Male Chorus. 

Married 40 years, three 

children, eight grandchil-

dren and two dogs. 

Museum 

So far this year we, The 

Retirees Association 

Board , have been very 

busy trying to get the 

Museum up and running.  

So far we have focused on collecting and 

cataloguing some of our artifacts from sev-

eral storage areas within and outside of the 

City. Some of the storage areas were not 

very clean or dry causing some consider-

able damage to a portion of the museum 

articles. Most of these items were picked 

up and delivered by our Museum commit-

tee.  

Art Faguy who has been trained in Mu-

seum school in Eastern Ontario, is quick to 

assist the rest of us with suggestions on the 

accepted practices of the Ontario Museum 

Society standards.  

Terry Hill and I responded to the Discov-

ery Center to retrieve some very profes-

sional display cases that retired member 

Darryl Buckle had secured for us through 

one of his past contacts. The only drawback 

was the awkward size and weight. Both 

Terry and I are no longer accustomed to 

carrying in our retirement years. It took 

longer than it would have twenty years 

ago! But, free is still the best price! 

Some of the photo slides that we found 

are in very poor shape 

and only after several 

minutes of brushing and 

cleaning can these be 

scanned into the com-

puter. Its frustrating when 

after scanning the slide it 

turns out to be a picture 

of persons or articles no 

one recognizes or not po-

lice related. This will take 

a long time but we will 

make every effort to re-

tain as much as we can. 

New Recruits and Pro-

motions 

On January 6th new re-

cruits and others were 

paraded into Michelangelo's Banquet Cen-

tre on Upper Ottawa St. to honour appoint-

ments and promotions. 

This ceremony started last year under the 

leadership of Chief Glenn DeCaire and has 

met with great approval by all who have 

attended. 

 Several new recruits were introduced to 

the Police Services Board, Senior Officers, 

Sworn and Civilian staff, Retired Police 

and family members.  

Each new officer was presented with their 

badges while Deputy Chief Eric Girt gave a 

brief history of each new Recruit.  

(Continued on page 2) 

 

HPRA 

 

Several new re-
cruits were intro-
duced to the Po-

lice Service 
Board, Senior Offi-

cers, Sworn and 
Civilian staff, Re-
tired Police and 

family members.  



A contrast to years past, most recruits now have univer-

sity Degrees, some have more than one and several are flu-

ent in multiple languages. These are all great assets that 

blend well in our diverse city population.  

There were several police Service Members that were 

promoted to Sergeant and Staff Sergeant positions. Civil-

ians were also recognized for their years of service with 

some being promoted to supervisory positions.  

One serving member, Diego Meija and two retired mem-

bers, Stewart Jones and John Rogolja, were also recipients 

of a commemorative coin presented to them by an RCMP 

Representative for their service with the United Nations. 

Retired member Bob Maxwell received a special recogni-

tion for his years of service with the Honour guard. 

I was very proud to see our retired members get the rec-

ognition they deserved. 

Funeral of Toronto Sergeant Ryan Russell 

Many Retirees accompanied the Hamilton Police Service 

members and attended the Funeral of Toronto Sgt. Ryan 

Russell. Sgt. Russell died after being run down by the 

driver of a stolen snow plough. May God go with his fam-

ily at this time. 

Annual Spring Luncheon 

This year the Spring Luncheon will be held on April 17th 

at Michelangelo‟s Banquet Centre  on Upper Ottawa. Look 

for your invitation in this mailing.  

President's Message (Continued from page 1) PLEASE NOTE: It‟s important to RSVP Terry Hill 

or me in order that we know how much food to order. 

General Meeting 

Our next meeting is at 1:00 pm Wednesday Febru-

ary 16th at The Association. The Club will be open 

for a soup and sandwich lunch from 12:00 noon. Our 

speaker at our February meeting will be Peter Wiesner 

to discuss The Tour Of Triumph Bike Ride for Juve-

nile diabetes. 

We welcome any submissions to the Newspeek from 

our membership. 

Computer Course 

 For those interested in learning about computers, I 

have arranged for our first lesson to be held at the As-

sociation Club February 23rd 1000-1200hrs. If we 

have enough interest, we will continue the lessons the 

last Wednesday of the month. There will be nothing 

fancy, just some basic information that all can under-

stand. A soup and sandwich lunch can be purchased at 

noon after class. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next Gen-

eral meeting. 

Fraternally, 

Pieter 
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REPORT FROM OUR OUTGOING PRESIDENT — PHIL SLACK 

W 
e begin 2011 with a new look to the Board of 

Directors.  After three years as your President, it 

was time to pass the torch and I welcome Pieter 

Ciere as the President of The Hamilton Police Retiree‟s As-

sociation. I will continue to serve on the executive as the 

Past President and will remain active in our operations and 

community initiatives. Joining Pieter in a new role will be 

Terry Hill as our new Vice President. The remainder of our 

Board chairs remain the same with Bob Slack moving from 

Past President to Membership chair. 

I will continue to contribute to the Newspeek by provid-

ing updates on the PPAO, Pensions, Benefits and other top-

ics on an ad hoc basis. 

Termination of Post 65 Spousal Benefits 

Jim Garchinski and I continue to work with Police Asso-

ciation in trying to resolve this issue. We met with Mike 

Thomas, Brad Boyce and Police Service‟s Board chair 

Bruce Pearson in December. We presented our position re-

questing the Board consider recognizing this as a vested 

benefit and grandfathering those that were receiving this 

benefit, or were entitled to receive it in the future, as of 

the day of contract ratification. The Police Services 

Board met on December 20th and notified us by letter 

dated January 12, 2011 that they had denied our re-

quest. We are now waiting to meet with the Hamilton 

Police Association to discuss our options.   

Unfortunately, we have now learned that as a result 

of losing this particular retiree benefit during the bar-

gaining process, those spouses affected are ineligible to 

purchase the Sun Life Extended health coverage until 

their member spouse loses their benefit at age 65 at 

which time they can both apply. Therefore, we now 

have a small group of our retirees who will be delayed 

in obtaining an optional benefit all other retirees are 

eligible for.  In some cases it may be for a few years. 

We will be discussing this with the Association when 

we next meet. 

OMERS Pensions 

Just a reminder, the window is now open for contri-

butions to the new OMERS – Additional Voluntary 



HPRA Newspeek 
     Page 3 

 

 

We currently have 654 retirees of which 473 are paid 

up for 2011. This is down 74 paid memberships from 

the end of 2010.  

We depend on your dues to pay for your included 

membership with the Police Pensioners of Ontario 

(PPAO) and of course to pay for the production of the 

Newspeek, postage and other sundry expenses. 

Just a reminder, that in accordance with the Hamilton 

Police Retirees Association By-Laws, if you haven‟t yet 

paid, your 2011 dues are past due and payable now. 

They can can be paid at our upcoming General Meet-

ing or at the Annual Spring Banquet. They can also be 

mailed to:  

THE ASSOCIATION  

555 Upper Wellington St.  

Hamilton, ON  L9A 3P8   

 

with cheque made payable to the Hamilton Police Re-

tirees.  

 

We have just under 200 members who have not  pur-

chased their current memberships. As a result this will 

be the Last Newspeek for those who do not  renew. 

 

2011 Membership Report 
by: Bob Slack 

Sgt. Major Bob Maxwell was honoured on the occa-

sion of the 35th anniversary of the Hamilton Police 

Honour Guard.  

S/Sgt. Bob Maxwell (Ret.) is the founder of the 

Honour Guard. It began in 1975 as an ad hoc colour 

party. At the time, Bob was in the Fraud Unit. To work 

in Fraud, you had to be a member of the Honour Guard 

– the term was „volun-told‟. 

In the early 1980s, the colour party became the Hon-

our Guard and had grown from a few members to 30. It 

has evolved from „volun-told‟ to having a waiting list.  

Comprised of members ranging in rank from Con-

stable to Staff Sergeant, they attend Service events, as 

well as community events and funerals as well as occa-

sions such as the military's Yellow Ribbon Campaign. 

Last year alone, the Honour Guard attended 80 func-

tions. Bob‟s attendance was and has always been 

100%.  

Each year they march at both the Ontario Police Me-

morial and the National Police Memorial. The com-

mendations the group has received are endless. So too 

is the praise the Honour Guard receives from members 

of the community and other Services. 

The role of the Honour Guard is a ceremonial one. It 

represents esprit de corps and pride for our Service. 

Congratulations Bob Maxwell. ▲ 

Honour Guard Salutes  
Sergeant Major Bob Maxwell 

Contributions (AVC) investment portfolio. This is a great 

way to invest RRSP savings until age 71. These invest-

ments must be made prior to April 1st. For more informa-

tion check your OMERS Newsletter, or check OMERS 

website www.omers.com .  There are also community in-

formation sessions being held, which you can book a seat at 

through OMERS. Also see a reprint of a Toronto Star story 

on page 6 of this Newspeek. 

 PPAO 

The Police Pensioners Association of Ontario now has 

its own website www.ppao.ca We are still growing the site 

and will continue to add updates on pensions, health care, 

and other issues of interest to police pensioners. You can 

also find information on our Sun Life Group Health Bene-

fits, and Aviva Group Home and Auto Insurance. ▲ 



In Memorium 
2010 in Review 
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Mary Boecker (Charlie) 

Robert 'Bud' Black 

Rev Charles Boorman 

Lillian Boorman 

Terry Bunce 

Michael Caton 

Esther Cook 

Ron Crooker 

Alex Chehowski 

Gary Davis 

Etta May Elliot 

Gordon Gee (Shiela Goodbrand) 

Mary Gilbert (John) 

Murray Hanmer 

Gordon "Hank" Henderson 

Edward Huckerby 

Norman Hollingshead 

Margaret Horgan (Maurice) 

Gordon Osmond 

Edsel Pigeau (Alice) 

Kenneth Platt 

Frank Mathieson 

Catherine MacMillan (Vern) 

Rick McBay (Chorus Director) 

Constable Ian McKeller (Active) 

Lillian Moreau (Howard) 

Bill Smith 

Mary Staughton (Cline) 

Jack Thomson 

Mary Thomson (John) 

Winston Webb 

January 2011 

Lynn Bartkus (George) 

John Berney 

 

Ron Bond 

Sergeant Ryan Russell  
(Active Toronto Police Service) 

Dispatched 10—19 

Gone from our site… Never from our Memories 
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I would like to introduce myself.  I am a retired police 
officer for the past 11 years, from the Hamilton-
Wentworth Regional Police, now known as the Hamilton 
Police Service, with 30 years of service.  I live in the com-
munity of Mount Hope and receive the Regional News.  

It is not my norm to contact the media about an article 
but in this case I find myself compelled to comment on 
the inaccuracies and biased comments by your reporter 
Bill Jackson.  I direct your attention to the Comment sec-
tion of January 19, 2011 of The Regional News, ‘This 
Week’.  As well I would direct your attention to the On-
tario Press Council guidelines dealing with the Code of 
Conduct as well reference to the Press Complaints Com-
mission, section 1 (1) Accuracy and section 5 (ii) Intrusion 
into Grief or Shock which is alluded to by the Ontario 
Press Council.  As the editor of this newspaper I feel it is 
your responsibility to approve what is written in your pa-
per  

It has been well reported by the media about the un-
timely death of Toronto Police Officer Sgt. Ryan Russell 
and the ensuing funeral.  As a former police officer I felt a 
profound loss as does the police community as a whole.  I 
did not attend the funeral but did watch the service on 
CTV from the comfort of my home.  After watching the 
ceremony on TV I regretted I did not attended.  I am not 
ashamed to say there were tears in my eyes.    

I find that Mr. Jackson's comments were inaccurate, 
claiming that taxpayers footed the bill for the massive po-
lice presence.  This  statement is inaccurate and journal-
ism is based on accuracy.  The reality is the majority of 
those in attendance were on their own time including re-
tirees.  The buses were paid for by their respective police 
associations.  Those funds come directly from payroll de-
ductions to the various police associations.  There is no 
question there were officers present who were on duty but 
were available at a moments notice should the need arise.  

Mr. Jackson's comments appear to minimize how this 
death has impacted on the police community and the com-
munity as a whole.  I can't think of anyone from the police 
community inviting the media to attend.  In fact I found 
the media intruded in our grieving process but because the 
community as a whole were also grieving, the media was 
allowed to attend so we could grieve together.  Now with 
demeaning comments by Mr. Jackson this appears to have 
been a mistake.    

I take issued with Mr. Jackson's comments: "Yes, Ryan was 
a public servant providing front line service.  As we repeated nu-

merous times over the past few days, cops risk their lives every 
day.  But then again, so do people in many other positions."   

Mr. Jackson goes on to demonstrate hazardous occupa-
tions such as hydro repairmen, bus drivers or road repair-
men.  But none of these occupations caused these people to 
put their lives on the line for the community.  In fact there 
are many safety features put in place by occupational health 
and safety.  Most deaths in these occupations are by way of 
accident, not at the hands of a murderer and that is the 
difference.  Mr. Jackson goes on, to talk about other deaths 
in the community but what I read from this is how the me-
dia reports these tragedies.    

If Mr. Jackson wants to take issue it should be with his 
colleagues and not the public service as a whole.  Remem-
ber, we did nothing wrong.  My colleague was murdered in 
the line of duty protecting the public.  If the officer had 
been killed while off duty, I'm sure the outpouring of sym-
pathy would be much less and media coverage would be 
minimal at best.  

What Mr. Jackson and others don't get, the officer died 
protecting us, the public, and we as the public should be 
outraged.  We as police officers took an oath to serve and 
protect.  How many occupations do you know swear an 
oath to put your life on the line?  What oath did Mr. Jack-
son take.  Would Mr. Jackson trivialize the mourning of 
our fallen soldiers or how it is reported by the me-
dia?  I should hope not.  So why pick on the police commu-
nity, because he can?  Public servants are a close knit com-
munity and when one of them is taken away at the hands of 
a murderer, we mourn together.  Don't trivialize what 
the public service sector does because you don't under-
stand.   

Mr. Jackson should be ashamed calling himself a journal-
ist.  Go back to school and learn the basics before he writes 
another article.  His comments are not warranted. ▲ 

Dave Broom Responds to Haldimand Regional News  

EDITOR’S NOTE 
The preceding report was a letter to the editor of the Haldi-

mand Regional News weekly newspaper distributed throughout 

Haldimand County and also into Mount Hope written by our 

own Dave Broom..  

In the Regional‟s story staff reporter Bill Jackson takes a 

rather strong and arrogant stance against the Police Community 

mourning the loss of a fallen comrade.  I applaud Dave, as I‟m 

sure you all do, and add:  “Mr Jackson keep your ugly com-

ments out of our personal right to mourn our fallen Brother in a 

manner we see fit.” 
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The Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement System 

is one of Canada‟s largest pension plans with about $48 

billion assets and represents 928 local government employ-

ers including police, firefighters and transit and hydro 

workers.  

Since the beginning of this year, all plan members have 

been allowed to transfer the contents of their RRSPs into an 

additional voluntary contribution account. These extra sav-

ings will not increase the value of the OMERS pension, 

but can be used to supplement it in retirement. 

OMERS Chief Pension Officer Jennifer Brown says 

the idea came from members who want to invest their 

money in the OMERS fund and get the OMERS rate of 

return. They also want to pay lower investment manage-

ment fees. “This is all on a cost recovery basis. There is no 

profit built into the fee structure,” she explains. 

Towers Watson actuary Ian Markham thinks there really 

isn‟t a downside to member participation in the new pro-

gram. He says it offers a balanced investment portfolio with 

access to private markets at a pretty low expense ratio. 

Nevertheless, he says they need to do their homework and 

make sure the OMERS fund is the best investment vehi-

cle for them. 

Brown says members must also understand that with-

drawal options from the fund are more restrictive than 

those permitted by RRSPs.  

Plan members cannot take advantage of the Home-

buyer‟s Plan or the Life Long Learner‟s Plan. Active 

members are also generally limited to annual withdraw-

als of 20% in the window from March 1 to April 30th.  

Funds in the account must be fully withdrawn if an 

individual terminates membership in the DB provision 

of the OMERS plan and transfers out the commuted 

value of the pension, or by October of the year the mem-

ber turns 71.  

Ottawa firefighter Erik Leicht plans to move his RRSP 

portfolio into an OMERS account. “I‟ve chaired the 

Ontario Professional Firefighter‟s Association Pension 

Committee for years and I‟ve got a lot of trust in the 

way the plan is managed. The well-rounded OMERS 

portfolio kind of gives me a secure sense about investing 

in the fund.” 

SIDEBAR 

The pool of people benefitting from OMERS invest-

ment expertise is likely to be further expanded in future 

as a result of 2009 Ontario legislation allowing OMERS 

and the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan to provide 

third-party investment management services to other 

pension plans. 

“Efforts to date have been focused on developing the 

offerings, but preliminary feedback to date from other 

pension plans has been positive,” says Wendy 

Forsythe, President of OMERS Investment Manage-

ment. 

Sheryl Smolkin is a Toronto pension lawyer. ▲ 

An OMERS Pension  Just Got Better 
Toronto Star  January 24, 2011                                                                                    Byline: Sheryl Smolkin 

T 
HE 400,000 MEMBERS OF ONE OF CANADA’S LARGEST PENSION FUNDS now have an 

even better way to fund their retirement. Not only will OMERS members receive a top drawer 

pension, they can also add cash they’ve saved in their RRSPs into the mix. 

A policeman stops a lady and asks for her license. He says 

"Lady, it says here that you should be wearing glasses." 

The woman answered "Well, I have contacts." 

The policeman replied "I don't care who you know! You're 

still getting a ticket!"  



DATES TO  

REMEMBER 
 

General Meeting 

Wednesday February 16th, 2011 

Place: THE ASSOCIATION 

555 Upper Wellington St. 

Don’t forget to come for lunch in the club at noon! 

 

Spring Luncheon 

Sunday, April 17th 

Michaelangelo’s Banquet Centre 

 

Retirees Annual Golf Tournament 

Monday June 20st 

Time to start checking your clubs 

Entrance Form will be with  

the next issue of the Newspeek 

The Call Box Tuck Shop 

We are Located on the second floor of Central Station 

—OPEN— 

 Tuesdays & Thursdays 

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

 

Lots of items on sale to make room for new stock 

November 2010  

14th Annual  

Turkey Roll Winners 
 

Luann Carrier Mark Cox John Daniels 

John Dmetrichuk John Eitel Daniel Farquhar 

James Fenton Charlie Fleischman Patty Fletcher 

Terry Flynn John Henderson Harvey Hicks 

Rebekah Hill Gail Hill David Hope 

Douglas Irwin Jan Jarrett Betty Jones 

Ray Jones Marion Karsten Garry King 

Clarke Lane Douglas Lawson Ken Leendertse 

Jack Loft Bernie Matthews Mac McKeller 

Bev McMurrich Linda Mocha Joseph Morelli 

Robert Precious Lenny Preston Joan Prowse 

Scott Rastin Greg Rodzoniak Douglas Round 

Edgar Ryan Hans Schmiedeberg Grant Scobie 

Tom Shea Rod Simpson Larry Smiley 

Jim Smith George Spisak Anne Webb 

Jack Weibe Helen Weylie Ron Wheeler 

John Winn  Mary Yarmel 
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C’mon...tell me you don’t identify with this. 
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 PRESIDENT PIETER CIERE (BRENDA) ..................................... 905.383.4921 
  pciere@shaw.ca 

VICE-PRESIDENT TERRY HILL  (GAIL) ............................................ 905.575.0932 
  thills@mountaincable.net 
TREASURER BILL COOK (JANET) ............................................. 905.387.5428 
  wdcook145@quickclic.net 
SECRETARY DIANNE JACKSON ............................................... 905.574.0020 
  hundog@sympatico.ca 

PAST PRESIDENT PHIL SLACK (YVONNE) ........................................ 289.286.3026 
  pslack@mountaincable.net 

PENSIONS & BENEFITS PHIL SLACK (as above) 

 JIM GARCHINSKI (COMMITTEE MEMBER) 
BENEVOLENT CATH COLLARD .................................................. 905.635.8313 
                                                                                                scollard@cogeco.ca 

SPECIAL EVENTS & TERRY HILL; PHIL SLACK; (AS ABOVE) & COMMITTEE 
FUND RAISING   

CHARITY ROY MERRITT (VONNIE) ...................................... 905.383.2381 
 
MEMBERSHIP BOB SLACK (LINDA) ............................................ 905.648.7127 
  b.slack@sympatico.ca 

HOUSE & TUCK SHOP JOHN COURTNEY (ROSEMARY) ............................ 905.383.6624 

 BOB SLACK  (COMMITTEE MEMBER) AS ABOVE.  
VOLUNTEERS & MUSEUM ART FAGUY (BARBARA) ....................................... 905.304.7219 
  ajfaguy@cogeco.ca 

NEWSPEEK BERNIE EVANS  .................................................. 905.628.4660 
  be.evans@primus.ca 
 

 ——AD HOC COMMITTEE MEMBERS——  
 
GARY ASHBAUGH (JACKIE) Recreation/Museum ................................................ 905.643.3644 

  gashbaugh1@shaw.ca 

JIM GALLOWAY (DOREEN) Top Cop Award ...................................................... 905.389.1908 
  
JIM GARCHINSKI (KIM) PENSIONS AND PPAO  ................................................................. 905.309.3078 
  jgarchinski@gmail.com 
JOHN MCGRINDER (AnneMarie) VOLUNTEERS & MUSEUM  ........................................... 905.765.6314 

  
TOM SHEA (MARY) MUSEUM   ................................................................................... 905.679.0683  

  tomaryshea@sympatico.ca 
BOB COLLINGS (JOYCE) Volunteers & Museum .............................................. 905.648.8528 
  rcollings@cogeco.ca 
TED YARMEL (MARY) Special Events & Fundraising .................................... 905.561.3937 

  ................................................................................... maryandted@sympatico.ca 

ED KODIS (FLORENCE) Museum & Volunteers .............................................. 905.389.3772 

BOARD MEETINGS:   Tues. April 12, 1pm; Tues. Aug 16, 9pm; Tues Oct 20, 9 am 

All Board Meetings held at the Mountain Station Board 

Room 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS: Wed Feb 16;   Wed May 11;   Wed Sept 14;   Wed Nov 16 

 All General Meetings at “THE ASSOCIATION” 1:00 pm 

 

 

2011  MEETINGS  


