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 From the President’s Desk                           Pieter Ciere General 
Meeting  

 

Wednesday 

May 9th, 2012 

1:00 P.M. 

Lunch @ Noon! 
Breakfast is served until 1:00pm 

THE ASSOCIATION 
555 Upper Wellington 

Hamilton 

Guest 

Speaker 

 

Joan Wright 
Is the daughter of our 

member Grace McDonald. 
Both women wish to bring 
to our attention the work 
done by their group “Pop 
Can and Angel” .  

This group sells cro-
cheted angels and collects 
pop cans to assist school 
children and hospitals in 
the Dominican Republic. 
This group also helped 
with the Haiti earthquake. 
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B OY, WHAT A WINTER WE 

DIDN'T HAVE! Spring seems 

confusing to me as well.  Can't 

wait until the mosquitoes come buzzing 

around my head while BBQing.  

Let me start out by saying what a great 

Spring Luncheon we just had on Sunday 

the 15th of April. The 

response was so good we 

needed to get another 

couple of tables to ac-

commodate everyone. 

This was no problem for 

the wonderful staff at 

Michelangelo's Banquet 

Centre. The many course 

meal was fantastic, well 

worth the $10.00 a per-

son. For those that have 

recently retired it should 

be noted that this lunch-

eon is co-sponsored by 

the Police Services Board  

and The Hamilton Police 

Association. Without 

their contribution it 

would cost you consid-

erably more. Many 

thanks to both organiza-

tions for making this 

event possible. 

Chief Glen De Caire, 

Nancy Di Gregorio and 

Mayor Bob Bratina were 

present and gave brief speeches. The 

Mayor informed me that even though he 

sits on the Police Services Board he 

wanted to address the Retirees Association 

as the Mayor of Hamilton. He was thrilled 

to address our crowd.  

Some highlights of our Luncheon in-

clude the Hamilton Police Association 

presentation of a Hamilton Police Retirees 

Podium Banner to our Association. What a 

beautiful and stately looking banner. Many 

thanks again to Mike Thomas, Joe Casale 

and all of the Board at the Association.  

It was also a great pleasure and privi-

lege to present the Top Cop award. This 

year's member has been a long time con-

tributing loyal board 

member who keeps 

our records and is at 

nearly all of our vol-

unteering adventures. 

She has also been 

recognized for her 

hours of contribution 

to the community as 

well. Dianne Jackson 

was not expecting this 

award. I took pleasure 

seeing her look of 

surprise and tears of 

joy. That was worth a 

million dollars to me. 

Hope to see   all of 

our members there 

next year. 

   The Cancer Society 

Daffodil program re-

quired volunteers 

again this year. Sev-

eral members of our 

Assoc i a t i on  r e -

sponded to the call. 

Daffodils were trans-

ported to Hagersville, Waterdown Grimsby 

and places in between. Daffodils were de-

livered to Hospitals, grocery stores and 

other workplaces in order that they could 

be sold to raise monies for the fight against 

cancer. 

The Museum and Museum Trailer are a 

work in progress and I hope I can report on 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

HPRA 

 

Our new podium banner presented 
to us by the Hamilton Police Asso-
ciation at the 2012 Spring Banquet. 

(Photo: Mike Fauvelle) 



their completion soon. We are also working with the Ham-

ilton Police Association in an attempt to get a website dedi-

cated to the Retirees. We are hoping to put links to several 

sites which would benefit our group. Keep tuned for further 

details. 

The next General meeting is set for the 9th of May 2012  

at the Club. Don't forget to come in for a very reasonably 

priced lunch prior to the 1300hr meeting. 

Retirees were also present at the 95th anniversary of the 

battle of Vimy Ridge held at the Woodland Cemetery 

Armed Services grave site. We were given lit candles to 

place on the tomb stones of all those that are buried there. 

Once we placed the candle we took one step back and 

shouted the Armed Service member's name so that their 

names, commitment, and sacrifice  would never be forgot-

ten.   

Our scheduled speaker is  Joan Wright, daughter of our 

member Grace McDonald. Both women wish to bring to 

our attention the work done by their group “Pop Can and 

Angel” . This group sells crocheted angels and collects pop 

cans to assist school children and hospitals in Dominican 

Republic. This group also helped with the Haiti earthquake. 

 Don't forget the Retirees Golf Tournament 18th of June 

2012 and the the Hamilton Police Service Picnic 24th of 

June 2012 at Christie's Conservation Area. ▲ 

President's Message (Continued from page 1) 

Manulife Health Benefits Grievance  

In the February Newspeek I informed you of problems 

that have developed with your Manulife Health Benefit 

Coverage. This only pertained to those members and 

spouses under age 65, or those members with benefits for 

life (pre 1948 enrollment), who are still covered by the 

employer paid health benefits. The two issues that have 

arisen are the change in your Group Plan number for mak-

ing claims; and also Manulife’s interpretation of your pay-

ment entitlements. Following is an update on what has 

transpired since February: 

In regards to the change of your Manulife Group Plan 

number everyone who is still covered by the employer 

paid Manulife should have received a new Policy Plan 

Number. That new plan number is 85801. Your individual 

certificate number has not changed and you will continue 

to use that identification number in conjunction with your 

plan number. Those members who have a plastic direct 

payment card will have received a new card. Those mem-

bers who retired prior to 1998 and still have a paper 

Manulife card may not have received a new card, but 

rather just a letter with your new plan number 85801. Un-

fortunately, some members have received nothing and if 

they do not use the correct number, will have their claims 

denied. If you have not received notification of your new 

plan number, please contact Brad Boyce at the Hamilton 

Police Association 905-574-6044. 

The second matter involves Manulife putting a cap on 

claim payments. Many of our members are not being paid 

100% of their prescription drug costs, physiotherapy 

charges, massage charges, orthotics and dental charges. If 

you do not receive your full payment and cannot get a sat-

isfactory answer from Manulife, once again please contact 

Brad Boyce at the Hamilton Police Association 905-574-

6044. 

The Hamilton Police Association filed a grievance on 

this matter and has met with a conciliator with no resolu-

tion forthcoming. They will now be proceeding to arbitra-

tion for a decision and that is why it is important to inform 

the Association if you have been denied full compensa-

tion. 

If you have any further questions feel free to contact 

Brother Terry Hill or myself. 

PENSIONS: .7% CPP Actuarial Reduction Grievance 

In February I also advised you of a grievance brought 

forward in regards to a clause in the collective agreement 

requiring the Police Services Board to pay the full cost of 

removing the .7% pension reduction that we are subject to 

at age 65. The Hamilton Police Association filed a griev-

ance on this matter also and has been unsuccessful to this 

point in resolving this and will now be filing for Arbitra-

tion. We are working closely with the Hamilton Police 

Association and will keep you posted on any develop-

ments as we move through this process. 

Police Pensioners Association of Ontario 

We continue to work with Sun Life on enhancing our 

Extended Health Benefits and embarking on a new mar-

keting campaign. Many of our members also continue to 

experience significant discounts through the PPAO  

AVIVA Home/Auto Group Insurance Plan. This is avail-

able through D. A. Kurt Insurance Brokers, Phone: 1-

(877) 314-7687 for a free quote. 

The PPAO Semi Annual meeting will be taking place 

May 23rd in Newmarket, Ontario from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. Registration is $25.00 which includes coffee, pastries 

and lunch. We will have topical speakers and a chance to 

enjoy fellowship with other retirees from throughout the 

province. Special hotel packages are available if you are 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Past-President’s Report 

Phil Slack 



interested in staying the night before, and socializing at the 

hospitality room. If you are interested in attending you can 

contact me at filslak@shaw.ca  for further information. 

 

Finally, congratulations to Dianne Jackson for receiv-

ing the Top Cop Award for her contribution over the years 

to the Hamilton Police Retirees Association and its mem-

bers. Dianne has tirelessly volunteered her time for a num-

ber of years overseeing programs for our surviving 

spouses and in the last several years as the Secretary of the 

Hamilton Police Retirees Association. Thanks Dianne!▲ 

Past-President’s Report (Continued from page 2) 
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November 2011 
15th Annual Turkey Roll  Winners 
James Adam Al Amorosi Rose Binch 

Ross Blair Stan Breznieal Dan Buist 

Marjorie Burden Marg Cairns Pieter Ceire 

Mike Cole Jeanette Dawson Mike Durney 

Don Eagles Maureen Eitel Art Faguy 

Betty Ferpie  Brad Goemand Jeff Goemand 

James Hamilton Ron Hayward Bill Hendry 

Terry Hill David Ingrassia Myra James 

Bev Jones Ray Jones Gary King 

John Lewington Donna Merritt John Otrosina 

Gord Poff Dorothy Patterson Bob Rankin 

Rod Rosamond Edgar Ryan George Saltmarsh 

Grant Scobie Mary Seamans Grant Sharp 

Phil Slack Chris Skuse` Al Smethhurst 

Dan Smith Jim Sutherland Frank Spadoni 

Richard Startek Wayne Sharp Alice Upson 

 Anthony Vallentin  

Pieter Ciere presenting Dianne Jackson with the 
2012 Top Cop Award. 

Photo: Mike Fauvelle 

The Monument 

I never dreamed it would be me, 

My name for all eternity, 

Recorded here at this hallow place, 

Alas, my name, no more my face. 

“In the line of duty,” I hear them say: 

My family now the price to pay. 

My folded flag stained with their tears; 

We only had those few short years. 

The badge no longer on my chest, 

I sleep now in eternal rest. 

My sword I pass to those behind, 

And pray they keep this thought in mind. 

I never dreamed it would be me, 

And with heavy heart and bended knee, 

I ask for all here from the past: 

Dear God, let my name be the last. 

Sgt. George Hahn (LAPD-Ret) - 

Carved on the base of the Police Officers Memorial in  
Sacramento California 

 

ONTARIO POLICE MEMORIAL 2012 

Sunday May  6th 2012 

Will you be attending to honour  

Your fallen fellow officers? 

Think about it 

Busses Leave Central at  08:00 hrs 

mailto:filslak@shaw.ca
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THE ASSOCIATION CLUB 
Hello from The Association Club!!!! 

Well once again I would like to thank all of the retirees for 

being such great supporters of The Club. Our St. Patty’s day cele-

bration was a huge success with a full restaurant and a lot of 

laughs.  Thank you for your support for the “Helping Hands Street 

Mission”, your donations were greatly appreciated.  

Thanks to Larry Woods for making us aware of Helen and 

Tom Norris and the amazing work they do.  If you have any fur-

ther donations of clothing, bedding, shoes or toiletries, while 

spring cleaning, please remember our friends at  349 Barton Street 

East Hamilton. 

Our Pancake Breakfast with the Easter Bunny was a blast. The 

kids had a great time creating masterpieces at the craft table and 

coloring like Picasso for the contest.  Phil and Yvonne Slack’s 

granddaughter,  Marissa Slack, won for her age group. Congratula-

tions Marissa! 

The next up and coming event is our Mothers Day Brunch, 

Please call for reservations as soon as possible to secure your seat-

ing time. See ad on this page. 

On May 24th we will be listening to the tunes of one of our 

own police officers.  Mark Pitt Payne will be performing for us 

live at The Club.  Please come down and cheer him on with the 

rest of “C” Squad. 

Please know that our menu is coming and I do apologize for 

the delay. Every recipe is being tested and carefully written so that 

your meals will always be consistent no matter who is cooking. 

We will be continually updating everyone with emails as to 

what is happening at the Club. If you have friends that don’t use 

email please share the information with them. We would also like 

to ask that if you have anyone that would like to apply for a social 

membership please have them contact Cheryl Allen at 

callen@hpa.on.ca. ▲ 

A Milestone for  

Len Preston 
 

Recently at St. Peter’s Hospital a 

gathering took place to celebrate the 80th 

Birthday of Len Preston. 

Many of our members attended and a 

great time was had by all with many 

memories being shared. 

Clockwise from lower centre are: Bill 

Slack, Jack McFarlane Sr., Bob Slack, 

Ron Peraziana, Lenny Preston, Jim Gar-

chinski, Phil Slack, Mike Ryan and 

Bernie Evans. 

(Photo: Jack McFarlane Jr.) 

mailto:callen@hpa.on.ca


DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Police Memorial Day 
Sunday May 6th 

@ Queens Park, Toronto 

 

General Meeting 
Wednesday May 9th 1:00 p.m. 

 The Association 

 

POLICE IN THE PARK (Gore Park) 

May 16th  2 — 4  PM 

 

Support our Troops Day 
June 1st 

@ Central Headquarters 

 

Mother’s Day Brunch 
Sunday May 13th 

@ The Association 

 

Retirees Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday June 18th  

Chippewa Creek Golf & Country Club 

 

Police Family Picnic 
June 24th 

Christie’s Conservation Area 

Hwy 5, Flamborough, ON 

 

11the Annual Ride for Dad  
For Prostate Cancer  

Saturday June 16th 

 Starts from Stoney Creek Community Centre 

 

8th Annual Freddie the 13th 
MC, Bicycle, Auto ride for Cancer 

Saturday August 11th — 11:00 a.m. 

In memory of Freddie Gauld 

Leaves from the rear of the Beer Store 

Caledonia , Ontario 

 

Firefighters Horseshoe Tournament 
September 6th 

In Memorium 
 

Sandy Keith 

Deborah Kereliuk (Paul) 

Gilbert Walmsley ( Marie) 

Sophia Wright (Ross) 
 

Dispatched 10—19 

Gone from our sight —  Never from our Memories 
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At our recent Spring Banquet the Hamilton Police Associa-
tion executive pleasantly surprised our members with the 
presentation of a beautiful Podium Banner featuring our 
Retirees logo. Making the presentation to our President 
Pieter Ciere are: Left Mike Thomas (President HPA) and  
Joe Casale, HPA board member. 

(Photo: Mike Fauvelle) 



 

20th ANNUAL HAMILTON POLICE RETIREES’ 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Monday June 18, 2012 
Chippewa Creek Golf & Country Club 

 

Time: Golf: 10:30 a.m.- Shotgun Start - Scramble Format 
Arrive no later than 9:30 a.m. for signing in 

 
    Reception : “ The Association”  Bar open: 5:00 p.m. - Dinner: 6:00 p.m. 

 
Cost:   Golf, Powercart (mandatory) & Dinner — $85.00 
   
Prizes: Prizes for every golfer  -plus- 

1st & 2nd Low Net teams (H.P.R.A. retirees only) 
3rd Low Net team for all players including non-retirees 
Closest to the Pin - Men & Women 
Straightest Drive (Marie Allard Memorial) 
Longest Putt (Fred Gauld Memorial) 
Hole–in-one:  “Cruise Vacation” donated by   Ancaster/Dundas Cruiseship Centre,  

 
Registration: 
Golfers can register as singles, or in groups of twos, threes or fours. Those golfers not registered as foursomes will be grouped into 
foursomes by the organizing committee. 
Note: The tournament is limited to the first 96 golfers registered and PAID!  

Pre-registration is required no later than: May 25th, 2012. 
                         

 

Cheques should be made payable to the “Hamilton Police Retirees Association”.  

 

1. Name……………………………………………………………………………………... Phone………….………………………………………. 

 

2. Name……………………………………………………………………………………... Phone…………………………………………………... 

 

3. Name……………………………………………………………………………………... Phone……………………………………………………. 

 

4.  Name……………………………………………………………………………………... Phone…………………………………………………….. 

Return registrations to:     Golf Committee: 

Bob Dougan  (Coordinator)            Bob Dougan 905-575-8151     Bill Cook 905-387-5428 
25 Eric Burke Court                        Bob Slack  905-648-7125         Phil Slack  289-286-3026 
Hamilton, ON  L9A 5J9                    Joe Ridos 905-387-8724          Dave Broom 905-679-3077  


